
Visible Learning In Early Childhood: The
Ultimate Guide to Unlocking the Full Potential
of Young Minds
As parents and educators, we are deeply invested in providing the best learning
experiences for our children during their early years. It is during this crucial stage
that young minds are like sponges, absorbing every bit of information and
developing the foundation for their future growth and success.

Visible learning in early childhood is a concept that focuses on making learning
processes and outcomes transparent, tangible, and accessible to both children
and adults. Developed by renowned education researcher John Hattie, this
approach empowers children to take ownership of their learning journey and
enables educators to better understand children's progress.

Understanding Visible Learning

Visible learning is based on the idea that learning is an ongoing process that can
and should be measured. It emphasizes the use of data to inform teaching
practices, thus enabling educators to make data-driven decisions that have a
greater impact on children's learning outcomes.
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By adopting visible learning strategies in early childhood education, we can
ensure that learning is not just a passive experience for children but an active
process where they are encouraged to reflect, engage, and collaborate.

The Benefits of Visible Learning in Early Childhood
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1. Empowering Children: Visible learning fosters a culture of independence and
ownership over one's learning. By involving children in setting learning goals,
tracking progress, and reflecting on their achievements, they become actively
engaged in the learning process.

2. Building Self-Confidence: When children can witness their own growth and
progress, their self-confidence skyrockets. Visible learning enables children to
identify their strengths and areas for improvement, boosting their self-esteem and
motivation to learn.

3. Enhancing Collaboration: Teachers, parents, and students are all partners in
the learning journey. Visible learning encourages open communication and
collaboration among these stakeholders, creating an environment where
everyone is invested in the child's success.

4. Personalized Teaching: With visible learning, educators gain a deeper
understanding of each child's strengths, weaknesses, and learning styles. This
knowledge allows them to tailor their teaching methods to meet each child's
individual needs, leading to more impactful learning experiences.

5. Continuous Improvement: By constantly collecting and analyzing data on
children's learning, visible learning enables educators to identify areas that
require improvement. This helps in refining teaching strategies and adjusting
instructional practices, ensuring that every child receives the necessary support
to thrive.

Practical Strategies for Visible Learning in Early Childhood

To implement visible learning successfully, here are some practical strategies that
educators and parents can employ:



1. Learning Intentions and Success Criteria: Clearly articulate the learning goals
and outcomes to children in a language they understand. Establishing success
criteria helps children identify what they need to do to achieve those goals.

2. Learning Journeys: Encourage children to keep a record of their learning
progress. This can be done through personal journals, digital platforms, or regular
check-ins. This enables children to visualize their growth and reflect on their
learning journey.

3. Two-Way Feedback: Implement regular feedback loops, allowing for
constructive conversation between educators, parents, and children. This
feedback helps children understand their progress and areas for improvement,
fostering a growth mindset.

4. Visible Learning Environments: Design classrooms and learning spaces that
showcase children's work, achievements, and learning process. This helps in
creating an environment where children feel proud of their accomplishments and
are motivated to continue learning.

5. Collaborative Learning: Encourage collaboration and peer-to-peer learning.
This can be achieved through group projects, cooperative learning activities, and
classroom discussions. Collaboration enhances children's communication skills
and allows them to learn from their peers' experiences.

Visible learning in early childhood provides an effective framework for promoting
holistic development and learning in young children. By making learning visible,
transparent, and engaging, we empower children to take ownership of their
learning and nurture a love for knowledge that will last a lifetime.



With the adoption of visible learning strategies, educators and parents can unlock
the full potential of young minds, equip them with essential skills, and set them on
a path of lifelong learning.
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Make learning visible in the early years   

Early childhood is a uniquely sensitive time, when young learners are rapidly
developing across multiple domains, including language and literacy,
mathematics, and motor skills. Knowing which teaching strategies work best and
when can have a significant impact on a child’s development and future success. 

Visible Learning in Early Childhood investigates the critical years between ages 3
and 6 and, backed by evidence from the Visible Learning  research, explores
seven core strategies for learning success: working together as evaluators,
setting high expectations, measuring learning with explicit success criteria,
establishing developmentally appropriate levels of learning, viewing mistakes as
opportunities, continually seeking feedback, and balancing surface, deep, and
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transfer learning. The authors unpack the symbiotic relationship between these
seven tenets through 

Authentic examples of diverse learners and settings

Voices of master teachers from the US, UK, and Australia

Multiple assessment and differentiation strategies

Multidisciplinary approaches depicting mathematics, literacy, art and music,
social-emotional learning, and more

Using the Visible Learning research, teachers partner with children to encourage
high expectations, developmentally appropriate practices, the right level of
challenge, and a focus on explicit success criteria. Get started today and watch
your young learners thrive!
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