
Uncovering Hidden Gems: The Paris Life
Baltimore Treasure
Living in a bustling city like Baltimore is a treasure in itself. Known for its rich
history, vibrant culture, and eclectic charm, Charm City has something to offer for
everyone. While Paris may be the dream destination for many, Baltimore has its
own unique allure that can rival the romantic streets of the City of Love.
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With a long and fascinating history dating back to the 18th century, Baltimore is a
city that never ceases to amaze. From its beautiful waterfront to its charming
neighborhoods, let's delve into the hidden gems that make up the Paris Life
Baltimore Treasure.
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The Enchanting Neighborhoods

Baltimore is a city of diverse neighborhoods, each with its own distinct character
and charm. Take a stroll through Fells Point, with its cobblestone streets, historic
buildings, and vibrant waterfront. This charming neighborhood offers a variety of
boutique shops, restaurants, and cozy pubs, making it the perfect place to spend
an afternoon.

Head over to Mount Vernon, a neighborhood known for its elegant architecture
and thriving arts scene. The historic Mount Vernon Place, with its stunning
Washington Monument, is a must-see. Art enthusiasts can explore the renowned
Walters Art Museum and Maryland Historical Society located in the area.
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Finding peace and tranquility is easy in the picturesque neighborhood of Roland
Park. With its tree-lined streets, elegant homes, and beautiful parks, this area
offers a serene escape from the hustle and bustle of city life. Take a leisurely
stroll through the neighborhood and discover its hidden treasures.

A Culinary Delight

Baltimore's dining scene is a gastronomic adventure waiting to be explored. From
renowned seafood restaurants to unique eateries, the city offers a wide array of
culinary delights.

For a true taste of Baltimore, one must indulge in Maryland's famous blue crabs.
Voted the best crab cakes in town, Faidley Seafood in Lexington Market is a
must-visit. Crack open a steamed crab, savor the succulent meat, and experience
the flavors of the Chesapeake Bay.

Those with a sweet tooth should not miss out on the delicate and delectable
desserts at Patisserie Poupon. This charming French bakery offers a wide
selection of pastries, cakes, and macarons that will transport you to the streets of
Paris.

Cultural Gems

Art and culture thrive in Baltimore, and the city is home to numerous museums
and cultural institutions that showcase its rich heritage.

Visit the Baltimore Museum of Art, which houses an extensive collection of
paintings, sculptures, and decorative arts. From European masterpieces to
contemporary works by local artists, this museum has it all.

The American Visionary Art Museum is another must-see attraction. Showcasing
works created by self-taught artists from across the country, this museum



embraces the unconventional and celebrates the power of creativity.

Embracing Nature

For those seeking a breath of fresh air and natural beauty, Baltimore has several
parks and gardens to explore. The enchanting Ladew Topiary Gardens is a
hidden gem filled with stunning topiary sculptures, beautifully manicured gardens,
and peaceful walking trails.

Another outdoor oasis is Druid Hill Park, one of the oldest landscaped public
parks in America. Take a leisurely bike ride, have a picnic by the lake, or enjoy a
paddleboat ride in this expansive green space.

A Vibrant Nightlife

As the sun sets, Baltimore comes alive with its vibrant nightlife scene. From
rooftop bars with breathtaking views to lively music venues, there is no shortage
of entertainment options.

Head over to The Brewer's Art, a historic brewpub housed in a grand townhouse,
and sample their award-winning beers in a unique and inviting atmosphere. The
lively atmosphere and extensive beer selection make it a favorite among locals
and visitors alike.

If live music is more your style, the Ottobar is the place to be. This popular music
venue showcases both local and national bands, ensuring you'll have a
memorable night filled with great tunes.

The Paris Life Baltimore Treasure Awaits

While Paris captivates the hearts of many, Baltimore has its own distinct charm
that makes living here a treasure. From its enchanting neighborhoods to its



culinary delights, cultural gems, and vibrant nightlife, Charm City offers a diverse
and thrilling experience.

So, embrace the Paris Life Baltimore Treasure and uncover the hidden gems that
await. You'll find that life in Baltimore is an adventure that rivals any romantic
escape to the City of Love.
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“[An] elegantly written account of all facets of the life and career of George A.
Lucas . . . of Belle Époque Paris and Gilded Age America.” —Inge Reist, Director
Emeritus of The Frick Collection’s Center for the History of Collecting

In 1857, young Baltimorean George A. Lucas arrived in Paris, where he
established an extensive personal network of celebrated artists and art dealers,
becoming the quintessential French connection for American collectors. The most
remarkable thing about Lucas was not the art that he acquired for his clients but
the massive collection of 18,000 paintings, drawings, sculptures, and etchings, as
well as 1,500 books, journals, and other sources about French artists, that he
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acquired for himself. Paintings by Cabanel, Corot, and Daubigny, prints by
Whistler, Manet, and Cassatt, and portfolios of information about hundreds of
French artists filled his apartment and spilled into the adjacent flat of his mistress.

Based primarily on Lucas’s notes and diaries, as well as thousands of other
archival documents, A Paris Life, A Baltimore Treasure is a richly illustrated
portrayal of Lucas’s fascinating life as an agent, connoisseur, and collector of
French mid-nineteenth-century art. And, as revealed in the book, following
Lucas’s death, his enormous collection continued to have a vibrant life of its own,
when—in 1990—Baltimore’s Maryland Institute proposed to auction or otherwise
sell the collection. It rose from obscurity, reached new glory as an irreplaceable
cultural treasure, and became the subject of an epic battle fought in and out of
court that captivated public attention and enflamed the passions of art lovers and
museum officials across the nation.

“Mazaroff has thoughtfully recreated the legacy of one of America’s best
documented late-nineteenth-century French art collections.” —Doreen Bolger,
Director Emeritus, The Baltimore Museum of Art
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