
Two Performing Elephants In 20th Century
America
The circus has always been a place of wonder and amazement, capturing the
imaginations of both young and old. In the early 20th century, two incredible
elephants took center stage and became icons of the American circus.

The Story of Jumbo and Dumbo

Jumbo and Dumbo, two majestic pachyderms, captivated audiences across
America during the 1900s. Their performances showcased the incredible bond
between humans and animals, leaving spectators awe-inspired.

Jumbo, a magnificent African elephant, first graced the circus scene in the early
1900s. Standing over 12 feet tall and weighing an astonishing 13,000 pounds,
Jumbo commanded attention wherever he went. His sheer size and gentle
demeanor were a sight to behold, captivating audiences night after night.
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But it was Dumbo, Jumbo's younger counterpart, who truly stole the show.
Dumbo, a playful and endearing elephant, quickly won the hearts of both
youngsters and adults alike. Adorned with oversized ears, Dumbo had a unique
feature that made him stand out from the crowd, both figuratively and literally.

The Rise to Stardom

Under the expert guidance of their trainers, Jumbo and Dumbo honed their
incredible skills. From balancing on balls to performing daring jumps through fiery
hoops, these elephants showcased talents that seemed impossible for creatures
of their size.

Word of their extraordinary performances quickly spread, drawing huge crowds to
witness their awe-inspiring acts. They became household names, sparking a
craze among circus enthusiasts and even inspiring toys and merchandise.

The Impact on American Society

The presence of Jumbo and Dumbo in the American circus had a profound
impact on society. Their performances highlighted the astonishing intelligence
and emotional capacity of elephants, challenging preconceived notions about
these magnificent creatures.

Moreover, Jumbo and Dumbo played a significant role in promoting conservation
and humane treatment of animals. Their trainers advocated for ethical practices
and raised awareness about the importance of preserving wildlife habitats.

Legacy and Remembrance

Despite facing challenges and adversity, the legacies of Jumbo and Dumbo live
on, embedded in the hearts of those who witnessed their remarkable
performances.



Jumbo and Dumbo paved the way for future generations of performing elephants,
inspiring trainers to develop innovative techniques and pushing the boundaries of
what could be achieved in the circus ring.

Their stories continue to be told through books, movies, and documentaries,
ensuring that their extraordinary talents and the lessons they taught about
compassion and respect for animals will be cherished forever.

The era of Jumbo and Dumbo was a remarkable time in American circus history.
These elephants captured the hearts of millions, leaving an indelible mark on
both the circus industry and society as a whole.
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Born in the 1970s, Stoney the elephant spent his life traveling and performing
with his family. In 1994, he was injured while working in Las Vegas. He died after
a nearly year-long medical confinement in a storage barn behind a hotel. The
pages within chronicle his short life and tell the complex story of the people who
knew him and those who tried to save him. Stoney is the most important elephant
you’ve never heard of. Also within is the story of the elephant Big Mary, who in
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1916 was hanged from a railroad derrick after killing a man in Tennessee. Here
an effort is made to combine previous scholarship into a new considered retelling,
with the elephant as the core of its focus.

Big Mary died at the beginning of the twentieth century, Stoney at the end of it.
Both performing elephants underwent disaster, and both can tell us something
about ourselves.
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