
Toward An Eco Crip Theory: Embracing the
Intersectionality of Disability and
Environmentalism
Are you ready to explore the fascinating world of Eco Crip Theory? This
groundbreaking concept brings together the worlds of disability studies and
environmentalism, shedding light on the intersections between these two
important areas. In this article, we will delve into the origins of Eco Crip Theory, its
key principles, and its potential implications for our future. So, buckle up and get
ready to embark on an eye-opening journey!

The Origins of Eco Crip Theory

Before we dive into the depths of Eco Crip Theory, let's take a moment to
understand its roots. The term "Eco Crip" was first coined by disability studies
scholar Elizabeth A. Wheeler who identified the need to merge the fields of
disability and environmentalism. This groundbreaking concept presents a new
way of understanding disability, moving away from the traditional medical model
and towards a more comprehensive and inclusive perspective.

Understanding the Principles of Eco Crip Theory

At the very core of Eco Crip Theory lies the intersectionality of disability and
environmentalism. It challenges the notion of disability as a personal tragedy or
medical issue and instead focuses on the barriers imposed by society and the
environment. By recognizing that disability is shaped by the physical and social
environment, Eco Crip Theory aims to dismantle ableism and promote
environmental justice for all.
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Eco Crip Theory emphasizes the importance of accessibility and inclusivity in
environmental practices. It highlights the need for spaces, policies, and practices
that are designed with everyone in mind, regardless of their physical or cognitive
abilities. From accessible hiking trails to inclusive environmental education, Eco
Crip Theory pushes for a more equitable and empowering approach to
environmentalism.

The Implications of Eco Crip Theory

As we navigate an ever-changing world, understanding and embracing Eco Crip
Theory becomes increasingly crucial. By acknowledging the intersections
between disability and the environment, we can work towards creating a more
sustainable and inclusive future. Here are some key implications of integrating
Eco Crip Theory into our society:

1. Equitable Spaces:
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Eco Crip Theory challenges us to design and create spaces that are accessible to
everyone. This includes accessible transportation, green spaces that cater to
diverse abilities, and inclusive public facilities. By prioritizing accessibility, we
foster a sense of belonging and allow individuals with disabilities to fully
participate in environmental activities.

2. Meaningful Participation:

Environmental decision-making processes often exclude the voices of individuals
with disabilities. Eco Crip Theory advocates for meaningful participation, ensuring
that individuals with disabilities have a say in shaping environmental policies and
practices. By valuing diverse perspectives, we can address the specific needs of
different communities and create more inclusive environmental solutions.

3. Recognizing Environmental Barriers:

Eco Crip Theory reminds us that disability is not solely an individual issue but
rather a product of environmental barriers. By identifying and addressing these
barriers, we can create environments that are supportive and accommodating for
all individuals. This includes implementing accessible infrastructure, providing
adaptive technology, and promoting robust environmental education programs.

The Future of Eco Crip Theory

Eco Crip Theory represents a significant shift in how we understand and
approach disability and environmentalism. By embracing the intersectionality
between these two areas, we open doors to greater inclusivity, accessibility, and
sustainability. The future of Eco Crip Theory lies in its widespread adoption and
application, leading to a more equitable and empowered society where no one is
left behind.



Toward An Eco Crip Theory provides us with a fresh perspective on disability and
environmentalism, urging us to challenge ableism and embrace inclusivity. By
recognizing the role of the environment in shaping disability experiences, we can
work towards a more equitable and sustainable future. So let's join hands and
bring Eco Crip Theory to the forefront of our discussions, policies, and actions,
making our world a better place for everyone.
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Although scholars in the environmental humanities have been exploring the
dichotomy between “wild” and “built” environments for several years, few have
focused on the field of disability studies, a discipline that enlists the contingency
between environments and bodies as a foundation of its scholarship. On the
other hand, scholars in disability studies have demonstrated the ways in which
the built environment privileges some bodies and minds over others, yet
they have rarely examined the ways in which toxic environments
engender chronic illness and disability or how environmental illnesses disrupt
dominant paradigms for scrutinizing “disability.”
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Designed as a reader for undergraduate and graduate courses, Disability Studies
and the Environmental Humanities employs interdisciplinary perspectives to
examine such issues as slow violence, imperialism, race, toxicity, eco-sickness,
the body in environmental justice, ableism, and other topics. With a historical
scope spanning the seventeenth century to the present, this collection not only
presents the foundational documents informing this intersection of fields but also
showcases the most current work, making it an indispensable reference.
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