
The Walls Of Syracuse: The Classic Years

The Walls of Syracuse hold a remarkable place in ancient history, representing
the epitome of fortification and military strategy during the Classic Years. These
awe-inspiring structures stand as a testament to the advanced engineering skills
possessed by the people of Syracuse, and their significance extends far beyond
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mere architectural marvels. Let us delve into the intriguing story behind The Walls
of Syracuse and explore the impact they had on the ancient world.

The Rise of Syracuse

Syracuse, located on the southeastern coast of Sicily, experienced its golden age
during the fifth and fourth centuries BCE. The city was founded by Greek settlers
in 734 BCE and quickly flourished into a powerful and prosperous republic.
Syracuse's strategic location and maritime influence propelled it to become one
of the most dominant city-states in the Mediterranean.
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As Syracuse expanded its influence, it faced numerous threats from rival cities
and ambitious conquerors. To safeguard their city and maintain control of their
valuable resources, the people of Syracuse embarked on an ambitious
construction project that would ultimately result in the creation of The Walls of
Syracuse.
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The Magnificent Fortification System

The Walls of Syracuse were built to protect the city from both land and sea
invasions. Stretching over 27 kilometers in total, these massive fortifications
became an impenetrable barrier against external threats. The construction of the
walls progressed in three major phases, each adding more defenses to ensure
Syracuse's safety.

First Phase

The initial phase of construction began in the fifth century BCE, under the regime
of the tyrant Dionysius I. The first wall, known as the Outer Wall, enclosed the
inner city, reinforcing the existing defenses. This barrier consisted of a stone wall
with towers strategically placed along its length, providing lookout points and an
elevated advantage for archers and soldiers.

Second Phase

The second phase of expansion occurred during the reign of Dionysius II in the
fourth century BCE. At this point, Syracuse faced increased threats from
Carthage, spurring the city to further fortify its defenses. The walls were extended
to protect the outer territories and new neighborhoods that emerged outside the
original fortification line. The addition of the Eastern Wall strengthened
Syracuse's position significantly.

Third Phase

The third and final phase of construction took place in the third century BCE,
during the reign of Hiero II. This period marked the height of Syracuse's power,
and the walls were expanded even further to accommodate the city's growing
population and increasing military needs. The fortifications in this phase included
the Neapolis Wall, which served as a defense for the new urban area.



A Marvel of Ancient Engineering

The Walls of Syracuse were not solely impressive due to their size and length.
The construction techniques and architectural features incorporated into the walls
demonstrate the engineering prowess of the ancient Syracusans.

The walls were predominantly made of limestone blocks, sourced from the
nearby quarries in Syracuse's vicinity. The stones were carefully cut and shaped
to fit seamlessly together, ensuring structural stability and aesthetic appeal. The
use of advanced masonry techniques allowed for precise alignment and
minimized gaps between the stones, making it nearly impossible for an enemy to
breach the defenses.

To strengthen the walls further, the ancient builders utilized a technique known as
polygonal masonry. This method involved the interlocking of irregularly shaped
stones, creating a robust and resistant barrier. The walls also featured towers at
strategic intervals, providing additional vantage points and defensive positions.

The Legacy of The Walls of Syracuse

For centuries, The Walls of Syracuse successfully safeguarded the city from
numerous sieges and attacks. The fortifications served as a symbol of the city's
resilience and military strength, earning Syracuse a fearsome reputation among
its adversaries.

However, Syracuse eventually fell to Roman forces led by Marcellus in 212 BCE,
marking the end of an era. The Walls of Syracuse, though breached and
damaged during the siege, remained as a testament to the city's glorious past.
Today, they offer visitors a glimpse into the ancient world and stand as a solemn
reminder of Syracuse's once-powerful dominion.

Visiting The Walls of Syracuse



To truly appreciate the magnificence of The Walls of Syracuse, a visit to the
archaeological park is a must. The park is easily accessible and provides an
excellent opportunity to explore the different sections of the fortifications.

Walking along the walls, visitors can marvel at the sheer size of the structures,
taking in the breathtaking views of Syracuse and the surrounding landscape. The
remnants of the various phases of construction are visible, showcasing the
different architectural styles and advancements made over the centuries.

, The Walls of Syracuse stand as a testament to the skill, determination, and
ingenuity of the ancient Syracusans. These monumental structures shaped the
city's history and played a vital role in its rise and eventual fall. Exploring the
remnants of these walls allows us to step back in time and immerse ourselves in
the awe-inspiring achievements of a bygone era.
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Ancient history as seen through the eyes of children. All of the stories in this book
are set in the Sicilian city of Syracuse, ranging from the era of Greek influence to
the rise of the Rome and the coming of Christianity, from c. 500 BC to 330 AD. In
the six stories, fictional boys and girls meet and mingle with historical figures such
as the great inventor Archimedes. This is the first of three books designed to
introduce the sweep of European history and the rise and fall of civilizations
through the eyes of children in Syracuse.
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