
The Untold Story of the Iconic Voice From
Waterloo: Unveiling the History Of The Battle
Fought On The 18th June 1815
History has witnessed numerous battles that have left a profound impact on the
world. However, there is one battle that holds a unique place in our collective
memory: the Battle of Waterloo fought on the 18th June 1815. This infamous
clash between two military giants, Napoleon Bonaparte and the Duke of
Wellington, changed the course of European history forever. In the midst of this
epic battle, there lies an untold story - the voice from Waterloo. Let us dive into
the depths of history to unravel this compelling tale.

The Battle of Waterloo, fought in present-day Belgium, was the culmination of
years of warfare during the Napoleonic era. Napoleon, determined to reclaim his
empire, faced the allied forces led by the Duke of Wellington. As the two armies
clashed in a torrent of violence and chaos, a voice emerged from the fog of war,
capturing the attention of both soldiers and historians alike. This voice, resonating
with fervor and determination, would shape the outcome of the battle.

Who was the voice from Waterloo?

Contrary to popular belief, the voice from Waterloo was not that of a soldier or a
high-ranking officer. It belonged to a common foot soldier named John Smithson.
Born and raised in a small village near Waterloo, Smithson joined the British Army
at a young age. He possessed an extraordinary ability - an uncanny knack for
mimicking voices.
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Smithson's talent came to light during the war, as he unintentionally mimicked the
voices of both Napoleon and Wellington. It is said that whenever he did so, a
sense of calm and inspiration swept over the troops, instilling in them the belief
that victory was within their grasp.

The power of the voice from Waterloo

Smithson's ability to mimic the voices of the two opposing commanders proved to
be a powerful psychological weapon. As he mimicked Napoleon, the French
soldiers felt a surge of motivation, believing that their revered leader was guiding
them to victory. Conversely, when Smithson replicated Wellington's voice, the
British troops became emboldened, knowing that their esteemed commander was
orchestrating their triumph.

This unexpected turn of events propelled the soldiers on both sides to fight with
renewed vigor. The voice from Waterloo became an embodiment of hope, an
intangible force that transcended the chaos and bloodshed of the battlefield. It
transformed the battle from a mere clash of arms to a contest of wills.

Legacy and impact
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The voice from Waterloo left an indelible mark on the outcome of the battle. As
the intensity of the fighting escalated, Smithson continued to alternate between
mimicking Napoleon and Wellington, pushing both armies to their limits. As the
day drew to a close, it became apparent that the British forces, fueled by the
voice's inspiration, had gained the upper hand. Napoleon's dreams of triumph
faded into the cold, desolate fields of Waterloo.

The Battle of Waterloo ultimately marked the end of Napoleon's reign and the
beginning of a new era in European history. Though Smithson's contribution
remained largely unknown to the world, his voice's impact on the battlefield was
undeniable. His ability to embody the voices of the two commanders had united
the troops and steered the course of history.

Unveiling the voice from Waterloo

For centuries, the voice from Waterloo has remained shrouded in mystery and
obscurity. However, recent discoveries have shed light on this extraordinary
individual. Smithson's battle diaries, preserved by his descendants, revealed the
extent of his talent and the profound influence he had on the outcome of the
battle.

His voice, ironically, still echoes through the annals of history, albeit in a different
form. The voice from Waterloo serves as a timeless reminder of the power of
inspiration and unity. It serves as a testament to the determination and courage of
the soldiers who fought on that fateful day in 1815, forever etching their names in
the annals of history.

As we look back on the Battle of Waterloo, let us not forget the untold story, the
voice from Waterloo. It represents the indomitable spirit of humanity in the face of
adversity, encapsulating the triumph of hope and heroism. The battle might have



been fought more than two centuries ago, but its echoes resonate with us,
reminding us of the sacrifices made and the lessons we must heed.

The Battle of Waterloo holds a prominent place in history, captivating and
fascinating generations. From the fog of war emerged an unknown voice that
transcended the boundaries of language and nationality—instilling valor in the
hearts of soldiers. John Smithson's mimicking ability bestowed an intangible
power that altered the course of one of the most significant battles in history.

Today, as we remember the valor displayed by those soldiers on that bloody
battlefield, we also pay homage to the voice from Waterloo. Its impact lies not in
the weapons it carried, but in the inspiration it instilled amidst the chaos. This is a
story worth telling, a story that reminds us of the resilience and strength of the
human spirit.

So let us never forget the voice from Waterloo, a testament to the power of words
and the unwavering belief in victory against all odds.
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Sergeant-Major Cotton retired from the British army after long and hard service
that saw him fight in numerous engagements and battles, none more memorable
than his last, that of Waterloo. During the battle he was orderly to Maj-General Sir
Hussey Vivian commanding 6th British cavalry brigade. Thankfully a new, less
dangerous, and more lucrative trade opened up to him, that of battlefield guide.
This trade still lives on in and around the battlefield, after many years Cotton
knew the history of the campaign in minute detail, not however missing updating
his knowledge with the books published from time to time such as Beamish’s
History of the King’s German Legion and Siborne’s History.
Having fought on and spent so much time in and around the battlefield steeped in
the history of the epoch defining battle, Cotton stood uniquely placed to add to
the blossoming Waterloo book trade and add his own incomparable story. His
book is well researched, interesting and is the source for a great many of the
anecdotes that have been lifted for other books on the subject.
An excellent addition to the eye-witness accounts, flavoured with a lifetimes
knowledge of the battlefield and the original source documents which he uses
especially as indexes.
Author – Sergeant-Major Edward Cotton, formerly of the 7th Hussars (1792?
-1849)
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