
The Untold Story of Rhodes: The Race For
Africa
The Scramble for Africa, also known as the Race for Africa, was a period during
the late 19th and early 20th centuries when European powers, led by the famous
British imperialist Cecil Rhodes, competed to colonize and control various regions
of Africa. This era was marked by intense rivalries, political maneuvering, and
extraordinary exploits as European nations sought to expand their empires and
exploit the vast resources of Africa. In this article, we will delve deep into the
captivating story of Rhodes and shed light on the untold aspects of this pivotal
era in history.

The Rise of Cecil Rhodes

Cecil Rhodes was born on July 5, 1853, in Bishop's Stortford, Hertfordshire,
England. Inspired by the discovery of diamonds in South Africa, Rhodes ventured
to the diamond fields and established an enormous fortune through his business
acumen and strategic acquisitions. He went on to found the De Beers diamond
company and became one of the wealthiest men in the world. With his immense
wealth, Rhodes set out to fulfill his grand vision of expanding the British Empire
and establishing a Cape to Cairo railway line that would traverse the African
continent.

Strategies and Tactics

One of Rhodes' most significant accomplishments was the consolidation of British
control over Southern Africa through his mining and political ventures. He
manipulated local chiefs and tribes, signed questionable treaties, and employed
divide-and-conquer tactics to expand British influence. Rhodes utilized his vast



financial resources to establish the British South Africa Company (BSAC),which
acted as an instrument for territorial acquisition and economic exploitation.
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Rhodes believed in the concept of British supremacy and had an unwavering
determination to bring the African territories under British control. He devised a
strategy known as the "Forward Policy," which aimed to expand British influence
northward by establishing a contiguous chain of British territories from South
Africa to present-day Zambia, Zimbabwe, and beyond. Rhodes was willing to take
risks, relying on military expeditions and political maneuvering to achieve his
objectives. His ultimate goal was to see the Union Jack flying over every corner of
Africa.

Challenges Faced in the Race for Africa

The race for Africa was not without its challenges. Rhodes encountered fierce
resistance from local African tribes and other European powers with competing
interests. The Boer Wars, fought between the British Empire and the Boer
republics, marked a significant hurdle in Rhodes' plans for South Africa.
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Furthermore, Germany, France, and Portugal also sought to establish their
colonial empires in Africa, with each power engaging in political intrigue and acts
of aggression to further their ambitions.

The exploitation of Africa's rich natural resources, particularly diamonds and
minerals, was the driving force behind the fierce competition between European
powers. The lure of unimaginable wealth, the desire for control over strategic
trade routes, and the belief in European cultural dominance propelled these
nations into a race that forever altered the destiny of the African continent.

The Legacy of Rhodes and the Scramble for Africa

Cecil Rhodes' legacy is one of complexities. While contributing significantly to
British imperialism and colonial expansion, his vision also greatly influenced the
geopolitical landscape of Africa. The carving up of Africa by European powers,
often done without regard for local cultures or ethnicities, had lasting
consequences that are felt even today.

The Scramble for Africa led to the redrawing of maps, the imposition of European
languages and customs, and the exploitation of Africa's resources on an
unprecedented scale. The effects of this period still reverberate across the
continent, as some African nations continue to grapple with the aftermath of
colonization and strive for socio-economic and political stability.

The Untold Stories Revealed

While the Scramble for Africa is a well-known chapter in history, there are
numerous untold stories that shed light on the personal motivations, ambitions,
and even the human costs associated with this race. From the heroic exploits of
African resistance fighters to the behind-the-scenes political negotiations among
European powers, there are intricate tales waiting to be discovered.



Uncovering these untold stories is crucial in gaining a comprehensive
understanding of this period. It helps us reassess the prevailing narratives that
often marginalize indigenous voices and allows us to reflect on the complex
dynamics that shaped Africa's history.

The race for Africa, led by individuals like Cecil Rhodes, forever changed the
course of history. It was a time of ruthless competition, political intrigue, and
extraordinary efforts to establish imperial dominance. The struggles faced by
African tribes and the consequences of colonial rule are a critical part of this
narrative.

As we uncover the untold stories surrounding the Scramble for Africa, we come
face to face with the complexities and human costs associated with this pivotal
era. It is through these untold stories that we gain a deeper understanding of the
forces that shaped Africa and its place in the world today.
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Today the only monuments to this controversial man are the scholarships
awarded at Oxford University that bear his name and a civic centre in Bishop’s
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Stortford, the place of his birth.

Thomas was prompted to work on his eight-part BBC documentary by African
events in 1980, when the new nation of Zimbabwe was formed out of Southern
Rhodesia, sixteen years after Zambia had reverted to its new name from
Northern Rhodesia. The show aired in the months after Nelson Mandela, to
whom the book is dedicated, was elected President of South Africa.

Rhodes: The Race for Africa outlines the life of a man who drew Britain into her
most bloody conflict in the years between Waterloo and the First World War.
Rhodes had also set in motion most of the elements which led to the apartheid
regimes of the twentieth century, passing laws restricting voting rights and
education to segregate the people. And yet Thomas offers an informative and
lively overview on his fascinating and varied career, which came to an end at the
time of the Boer War, aged 48, in 1902.

Praise for Antony Thomas:

'This is a true story of our times, and all times, splendidly told' - Nadine Gordimer,
Nobel Laureate

'Informative, lively ... fascinating' - James Smethurst, Chicago Tribune

'A book of substance, which ought to be widely read' - Ronald Segal, The
Observer

'Intelligent, detailed, well-researched and credibly nuanced' - John Carlin, The
Independent

Antony Thomas was brought up in South Africa and graduated from Cambridge
University. He has achieved international recognition through his television



documentaries and dramas.
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