
The Untold Story: History Of Canadian
Internment Camp Unveiled!

Welcome to a captivating journey through an often overlooked chapter in
Canadian history - the internment camps that were set up during World War II.
Join us as we delve into the untold stories, shed light on the experiences of those
affected, and explore the impact of these camps on Canada's cultural fabric.

1. Origins and Purpose of the Internment Camps

As the war engulfed Europe and tensions rose, the Canadian government made
the controversial decision to intern certain ethnic groups, primarily those of
Japanese, Italian, and German descent. These individuals, often innocent
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civilians, were branded as potential threats to national security and subjected to
imprisonment.
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The internment camps, located in various remote areas across the country, were
established to "protect" Canada from potential spies and saboteurs. However, as
we peel back the layers of history, a grim truth emerges - the majority of those
incarcerated were law-abiding citizens who posed no actual danger.

2. Life in the Camps: Stories of Resilience and Struggle

Within the confines of these camps, families were uprooted, stripped of their
possessions, and forced to adapt to an unfamiliar and austere way of life.
Conditions in the camps varied, but they were almost uniformly characterized by
overcrowding, meager rations, and limited access to basic amenities.

Yet, amidst the adversity, stories of resilience and collective strength emerge.
Families formed tight-knit communities, supporting one another and finding
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solace in shared experiences. The internees established schools, organized
cultural events, and even created art within the confines of the camps, preserving
their identity and dignity.

3. Aftermath: Rebuilding Lives and Seeking Justice

As World War II came to an end, the internment camps were closed, and former
prisoners were faced with the arduous task of rebuilding their lives. Many had lost
everything and struggled to integrate back into society. Despite their hardships,
these individuals demonstrated remarkable resilience and contributed to the
growth and development of Canada in various fields.

Decades later, efforts for recognition and justice took shape. Survivors and their
families fought for acknowledgment of the injustice they endured, pushing the
government to apologize and provide reparations for their internment. Through
these endeavors, the untold stories of the internment camps began to see the
light of day.

4. Lessons Learned: Remembering the Past, Shaping the Future

The history of Canadian internment camps serves as a stark reminder of the
potential consequences of fear and prejudice. It remains a call to action to
actively learn from the mistakes of the past and strive for a more inclusive and
compassionate society.

Remembering and sharing the stories of those affected by internment is crucial to
prevent similar injustices from recurring. By shedding light on this dark chapter of
Canadian history, we honor the resilience and strength of the internees and
ensure that their sacrifices are never forgotten.

5.



The history of Canadian internment camps during World War II is a testament to
the resilience and determination of those affected. Through their stories, we gain
insight into the hardships faced by innocent individuals who were unjustly
incarcerated. It is important to remember this dark period in Canadian history to
ensure that such injustices are never repeated.

As Canadians, let us embrace our shared history, confront uncomfortable truths,
and work towards a more inclusive and compassionate future.
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An in-depth history of one of Canada’s World War II internment camps that held
both Nazis and anti-Nazis alike.

For eighteen months during the Second World War, the Canadian military
interned 1,145 prisoners of war in Red Rock, Ontario (about 100 kilometres
northeast of Thunder Bay). Camp R interned friend and foe alike: Nazis, anti-
Nazis, Jews, soldiers, merchant seamen, and refugees whom Britain feared
might comprise Hitler’s rumoured “fifth column” of alien enemies residing within
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the Commonwealth. For the first time and in riveting detail, the author illuminates
the conditions in one of Canada’s forgotten POW camps. Backed by interviews
and meticulous archival research, Zimmermann fleshes out this rich history in an
accessible, lively manner. The Little Third Reich on Lake Superior will captivate
military and political historians as well as non-specialists interested in the history
of POWs and internment in Canada.

“Most of us have an image of what prisoner of war camps looked like, either from
documentary footage about Nazi POW camps, or feature films about World War
II, or television situation comedies. The Little Third Reich on Lake Superior
shatters all of those stereotypes and, through diligent assembly of public records,
multiple library archives and personal interviews, gives us an in-depth picture of a
Canadian internment camp. All of this is skillfully organized in a reader-friendly,
chronological way.” —Michael Sabota, Chronicle Journal

“The study shines light on the lesser-known Canadian prisoner of war (POW)
camps in World War II. In this well-researched study, Zimmermann describes not
only Camp R, but the inmates, guards, military command structure, politicians,
and general political environment in Canada and Britain. . . . The work is easy to
read and deftly supported by a broad array of sources. Zimmermann’s analysis
encompasses Canadian and British history. . . . The Little Third Reich on Lake
Superior sets a high standard for future research into civilian internment camps.”
—Anna Marie Anderson, The Journal of Military History
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