
The Untold Heroism: The Gripping Story of
Tank Crew during the 1990-91 Gulf War

War is a gruesome affair with tales of valor and sacrifice that echo throughout
history. Among the countless stories of bravery, the untold heroism of tank crews
during the 1990-91 Gulf War stands as a testament to the unwavering
commitment and indomitable spirit of these warriors. This article takes us on a
gripping journey as we delve into the experiences and challenges faced by these
courageous individuals who played a pivotal role in the conflict.

The Early Days and Training
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Prior to the Gulf War, tank crewmembers underwent rigorous training to prepare
them for combat situations. They were trained in driving, loading, and firing, as
well as maintenance and repair of the tank's complex machinery. The crew's
cohesion and trust in one another were of paramount importance during these
training exercises, laying the foundation for the trials ahead.
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The desert terrain of the Middle East posed unique challenges for the tank crews.
Simulations and exercises within simulated desert environments allowed them to
familiarize themselves with the harsh conditions they would inevitably face. From
sandstorms that could reduce visibility to the scorching temperatures, these
soldiers learned to adapt and thrive in unpredictable circumstances.

Deployment and Combat

When the Gulf War erupted in 1990, numerous tank crews were swiftly deployed
to the front lines. Operating main battle tanks such as the M1 Abrams and the
British Challenger 2, these crews were at the forefront of the conflict. The tanks'
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advanced weaponry, including thermal imaging, night vision, and laser
rangefinders, gave the crews a significant advantage in battle.

However, despite their cutting-edge technology, the tank crews faced a multitude
of challenges. The intense heat of the desert affected both the crew and the
tanks, requiring constant maintenance and vigilance. Sand and dust penetrated
every crevice, straining the tank's mechanical systems and testing the crew's
ability to keep the machines operational under extreme circumstances.

The tank crews often participated in offensive and defensive operations,
engaging in fierce battles with Iraqi tanks and armored units. These encounters
were marked by the deafening roar of gunfire and the acrid smell of smoke as
shells hurtled through the battlefield. The crews relied on their training, instincts,
and trust in their fellow crew members to navigate these chaotic environments.

Adversity and Triumph

The tank crews faced numerous adversities throughout the war. They
encountered enemy fire, improvised explosive devices (IEDs),and even chemical
attacks. The constant threat of enemy tanks and the need for swift decision-
making put immense pressure on the crews as they fought to protect their
comrades and accomplish their objectives.

Despite the relentless challenges, the tank crews forged a unwavering bond with
their tanks. These metal beasts became an extension of their being, their fortress
against the dangers of war. The crews devised ingenious strategies to overcome
obstacles and outmaneuver the enemy.

One such example occurred during the Battle of Medina Ridge. A tank crew took
a tremendous risk, positioning their tank on higher ground to gain a tactical
advantage. With expert precision, they eliminated several enemy tanks, turning



the tide of the battle and demonstrating the exceptional skill and bravery of these
individuals. Stories like this remind us of the resilience and determination
exhibited by tank crews throughout the Gulf War.

The Aftermath and Legacy

As the Gulf War drew to a close, the tank crews returned home to a mixed
welcome. Some hailed them as heroes, while others questioned the necessity
and morality of the conflict. These brave individuals, who risked their lives in
service to their country, often struggled to reintegrate into civilian life.

However, their sacrifices and the lessons learned during the Gulf War left an
indelible mark on tank warfare. The experiences of these crews prompted
advancements in tank design, training, and tactics. Their legacy lives on in the
continued refinement of armored warfare, ensuring that future generations of tank
crews will benefit from their dedication and bravery.

A Salutation to Unsung Heroes

The story of tank crews during the 1990-91 Gulf War is a testament to the
courage and resilience displayed by these brave individuals. From the grueling
training to the relentless combat, they faced adversity head-on and emerged as
unsung heroes.

As we reflect on their gripping story, it is our duty to remember and honor their
sacrifices. The tank crews of the Gulf War remind us that bravery can be found in
the most unexpected of places, and their selfless actions should never be
forgotten.

Join us on this extraordinary journey through the untold story of
tank crews during the 1990-91 Gulf War!
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This is the story of a tank crew and tank troop in a modern war, a type of ‘Modern
Fury” of Brad Pitt fame. The Gulf War of 1990-91 was probably the last major
deployment of arms by the UK on such a scale and a larger gathering of armour
than the Battle of Kursk in WW II. A personal account of the Gulf War 1990-91
and the liberation of Kuwait & Operation Desert Storm / Operation Granby by a
Troop Leader in a front line tank squadron. B Squadron The 14/20th Kings
Hussars, 4th Armoured Brigade, 1 British Division.Forward by General Sir
Richard Shirreff.
"What I liked most about this book was how natural it was, no striving for heroics,
none of the bullshit so common amoung war memoirs: Just good, plain down to
earth stuff devoid of modern spin: - John Hollands Author of 'The Dead, the dying
and the damned'.
"Written with feeling especially the spirit of comradeship , which has to be
experienced to be understood" Alan Orpin D-Day Veteran.
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