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Commentaries On The Laws Of England, written by Sir William Blackstone in the
18th century, is considered one of the most influential legal treatises in history.
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Spanning four books, it provides a comprehensive overview of English law and
played a significant role in shaping legal education and practice.

Background of the Author: Sir William Blackstone

Sir William Blackstone was a highly respected English jurist, judge, and politician.
He was born in 1723 and pursued a successful career in the field of law. His
impeccable knowledge and unmatched expertise led him to be appointed as the
first Vinerian Professor of English Law at the University of Oxford.
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The Magnitude of Commentaries On The Laws Of England

Commentaries On The Laws Of England is a magnum opus that covers almost
every aspect of English law as it existed during Blackstone's time. The treatise
gained popularity not only for its extensive coverage but also for its clarity and
accessibility. It presents complex legal concepts in a comprehensible language,
making it a valuable resource for both legal professionals and lay readers.
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Structure and Content

The work is divided into four books, each dealing with different areas of law:

1. Book I: Of the Rights of Persons

2. Book II: Of the Rights of Things

3. Book III: Of Private Wrongs

4. Book IV: Of Public Wrongs

Influence and Legacy

The impact of Commentaries On The Laws Of England cannot be overstated. Its
influence extended far beyond England's borders, serving as a source of
inspiration for legal systems around the world. Notably, it had a profound
influence on the development of American common law and was widely cited by
the Founding Fathers during the formation of the United States.

Relevance Today

Despite being written centuries ago, Commentaries On The Laws Of England
remains a relevant and important legal text. Its principles and concepts continue
to shape legal education, legal theory, and judicial decisions. As a result, it is
frequently referenced by legal scholars, practitioners, and students.

Commentaries On The Laws Of England is a masterpiece that has stood the test
of time. Its enduring influence, comprehensive content, and remarkable
accessibility cement its place as a vital resource for understanding the
foundations of English law and its impact on legal systems worldwide. Whether
you are a legal professional or simply curious about the law, delving into the world
of Commentaries On The Laws Of England is a journey worth undertaking.
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Oxford's variorum edition of William Blackstone's seminal treatise on the common
law of England and Wales offers the definitive account of the Commentaries'
development in a modern format. For the first time it is possible to trace the
evolution of English law and Blackstone's thought through the eight editions of
Blackstone's lifetime, and the authorial corrections of the posthumous ninth
edition. s by the general editor and the volume editors set the
Commentaries in their historical context, examining Blackstone's distinctive view
of the common law, and editorial notes throughout the four volumes assist the
modern reader in understanding this key text in the Anglo-American common law
tradition.

Book I: Of the Rights of Persons covers the key topics of constitutional and public
law. Blackstone's inaugural lecture 'On the Study of the Law' introduces a series
of general essays on the nature of law, including a chapter on 'The Absolute
Rights of Individuals' . This is followed by an extended account of England's
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political constitution. The various categories of people or subjects are then
surveyed, with special attention to the rights and obligations of masters and
servants,
husbands and wives, parents and children, and lastly 'artificial persons', or
corporations. In addition to David Lemmings' to the volume, Book I includes an
from the General Editor Wilfrid Prest.
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