
The Ultimate Guide: How To See The 2017
Total Solar Eclipse
Are you excited to witness the captivating phenomenon of the 2017 Total Solar
Eclipse? Well, you've come to the right place! In this article, we will provide you
with all the essential information and tips to make sure you don't miss this rare
celestial event.

What is a Total Solar Eclipse?

A Total Solar Eclipse occurs when the Moon passes directly between the Sun and
the Earth, blocking the Sun's light and casting a shadow on the Earth's surface.
During this extraordinary spectacle, the sky turns dark, the stars become visible,
and the Sun's corona - its outer atmosphere - becomes visible, creating a
breathtaking sight for anyone lucky enough to witness it.

When and Where?

The 2017 Total Solar Eclipse will take place on August 21st, and it will be visible
across a narrow path that stretches from the west coast to the east coast of the
United States. This path, known as the "path of totality," will pass through several
states, including Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Illinois,
Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, and South Carolina. People located within
this path will be able to experience the total eclipse.
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If you are not within the path of totality, don't worry! A partial eclipse will still be
visible from various locations in North America, Europe, and Asia. Make sure to
check the eclipse's visibility in your area using online resources or apps to plan
accordingly.

Safety Precautions

It is crucial to take proper safety precautions when viewing a solar eclipse.
Looking directly at the Sun without the proper protective eyewear can cause
serious eye damage or even blindness. Make sure to obtain certified solar eclipse
glasses or handheld solar viewers from reputable sources, such as science
centers or astronomical organizations.

Regular sunglasses, homemade filters, or unverified glasses are not safe for
eclipse viewing and can potentially harm your eyes. Remember, safety should be
your top priority!

Tips for Optimal Viewing

To have the best possible experience during the eclipse, follow these tips:
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1. Choose a location within the path of totality to witness the total solar eclipse.
This is where the sky will darken, and you can witness the awe-inspiring
moment of totality.

2. Arrive early at your chosen location to ensure you have enough time to set
up and settle in. Popular viewing spots may become crowded, so plan
accordingly.

3. Bring all necessary equipment, including a chair or blanket, snacks, water,
and of course, your eclipse glasses or handheld viewers.

4. Be prepared for changing weather conditions. Check the forecast and dress
accordingly. Clouds can obstruct the view, so having an alternate location in
mind might be helpful in case the weather doesn't cooperate at your initial
spot.

5. Take photographs or videos, but remember to also take a moment to
experience the eclipse without the distraction of your device. Imprint the
memory in your mind!

6. Share the experience with friends and family but be present in the moment.
Watching a solar eclipse is a rare event, so cherish it.

Joining Organized Events

If you prefer to experience this celestial wonder with a group of fellow
enthusiasts, many organized events will be taking place on the day of the eclipse.
Science centers, astronomy clubs, and universities often arrange gatherings
where you can meet experts in the field, engage in educational activities, and
observe the eclipse together.

These events not only offer a sense of community but also ensure you have
access to proper equipment and knowledgeable individuals who can provide



guidance and answer any questions you may have.

Other Options for Viewing

If you are unable to travel to a location within the path of totality or if the weather
isn't cooperating, don't worry! There are other ways to witness this extraordinary
event:

1. Tune into live broadcasts: Many television networks and online platforms will
be streaming the eclipse live. This way, you can watch it from the comfort of
your home or office.

2. Virtual reality: Some organizations and apps offer virtual reality experiences
of solar eclipses. It may not be the same as seeing it in person, but it can still
provide an immersive and educational experience.

3. Experience it at a later date: If all else fails, keep an eye out for
documentaries, movies, or online recordings of the eclipse. It may not be as
exciting as viewing it in real-time, but it is still a fantastic way to relive the
magic.

The 2017 Total Solar Eclipse is an extraordinary event that you won't want to
miss. By following the provided tips, prioritizing your safety, and planning ahead,
you can ensure an unforgettable experience. So mark your calendars, gather
your eclipse glasses, and get ready to witness this captivating celestial spectacle
that will leave you in awe!
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A concise guide to the most anticipated astronomical event in history.
On the morning and early afternoon of August 21, 2017, a total solar eclipse will
pass across the lower continental United States for the first time since 1918.
More than 300 million people live within a day's drive of the narrow path of this
eclipse, so it may be the most watched astronomical event in human history.

If you’ve never seen the drama of a total solar eclipse before, as the world
darkens for a few moments and the landscape is bathed in the unearthly silver-
white glow of the solar corona, this may be the best opportunity to see a total
solar eclipse in your lifetime.

To help you see the 2017 total solar eclipse, this concise and practical guide
shows you everything you need to know to be in the right place at the right time—
and with the right tools—to see this amazing astronomical event. Even if you’ve
never observed a solar eclipse before and even if you don’t know the first thing
about astronomy, you’ll learn a little of the background behind this solar eclipse.
You’ll discover the best places to observe it across its long and narrow path. And
you’ll find out how to choose and use inexpensive solar eclipse glasses, solar
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filters, maps, and other basic tools to help you safely see this astounding and
memorable event.
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