
The Smart Guide To Teaching English In
Japan
Are you passionate about teaching English? Do you dream of living and working
in the beautiful country of Japan? Teaching English in Japan can be an incredibly
rewarding experience, allowing you to immerse yourself in a rich culture, explore
breathtaking landscapes, and make a positive impact on the lives of students. In
this comprehensive guide, we will walk you through everything you need to know
to embark on this exciting journey.

1. Qualifications and Requirements

Before you begin your adventure as an English teacher in Japan, it's essential to
understand the qualifications and requirements necessary for the job. While
specific requirements may vary depending on the institution or program you
choose, there are a few common qualifications you should possess:

A bachelor's degree in any field

Native or near-native English proficiency

TEFL/TESOL certification

Additionally, some institutions may require previous teaching experience or
knowledge of the Japanese language, though these are not always mandatory.
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2. Finding Job Opportunities

There are various avenues to explore when searching for English teaching jobs in
Japan. Here are a few popular options:

JET Programme: The Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Programme is a
government-sponsored initiative that hires assistant language teachers from
around the world. It offers competitive salaries and provides a supportive
community.

Private Language Schools: These schools cater to students of all ages,
from young children to adults. They often have flexible working hours and
provide comprehensive training and resources for teachers.

International Schools: International schools follow an English curriculum
and are typically attended by children of expatriates or Japanese families
seeking an international education. These schools usually require certified
teachers.

Eikaiwas: Eikaiwas are English conversation schools that primarily focus on
conversational English. They are popular among adults and offer evening
and weekend classes.
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Utilizing job search websites, networking with other English teachers, or
contacting language schools directly can help you find suitable job opportunities
in Japan.

3. Visa Requirements

Obtaining the correct visa is crucial when planning to teach English in Japan. The
most common visa for English teachers is the Instructor/Teacher Visa. To apply
for this visa, you will typically need a sponsor, such as your employer or an
educational institution.

Make sure to familiarize yourself with the visa application process and gather all
the necessary documents, such as your passport, diploma, and health certificate,
before submitting your application.

4. Cost of Living

Living in Japan can be both exciting and costly, so it's important to understand the
potential expenses. The cost of living varies depending on your location, but you
can expect rent, utilities, transportation, and groceries to be your primary
expenses.

While salaries for English teachers in Japan are generally good, it may take time
to adjust to the high cost of living, particularly in cities like Tokyo. However, with
careful budgeting and a willingness to explore more affordable options, living
comfortably in Japan is achievable.

5. Cultural Etiquette and Language

As an English teacher in Japan, it's crucial to respect and understand the local
culture. Japanese society places a strong emphasis on politeness, harmony, and



respect for others. Familiarize yourself with Japanese customs, such as bowing,
removing shoes indoors, and using honorific language.

While fluency in Japanese is not a requirement for teaching English in Japan,
learning basic phrases and greetings can greatly enhance your experience and
help you connect with your students and colleagues on a deeper level.

6. Teaching Tips and Strategies

To excel as an English teacher in Japan, here are some effective teaching tips
and strategies:

Create engaging lesson plans that incorporate interactive activities and
games.

Utilize visual aids and real-life examples to make lessons more relatable.

Promote a friendly and inclusive classroom environment where students feel
comfortable expressing themselves.

Maintain a balance between structured curriculum and student-led activities.

Provide constructive feedback and support to help students improve their
English proficiency.

Remember, teaching is a continuous learning process, so be open to adapting
your methods and incorporating new teaching techniques along the way.

7. Explore the Beauty of Japan

Teaching English in Japan offers a unique opportunity to explore the country's
breathtaking landscapes and immerse yourself in its rich cultural heritage. Make
the most of your time outside the classroom by visiting iconic landmarks,
experiencing traditional festivals, and trying delicious Japanese cuisine.



From the serene temples of Kyoto to the vibrant streets of Tokyo, Japan offers a
myriad of experiences that will enrich your journey as an English teacher.

Teaching English in Japan is a fulfilling and life-changing experience. By
understanding the qualifications, finding suitable job opportunities, obtaining the
correct visa, respecting the local culture, implementing effective teaching
strategies, and exploring the beauty of Japan, you can embark on a successful
teaching journey in this incredible country.

Start preparing yourself today and pursue your passion for teaching English in the
land of the rising sun!
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The question we hear so often from people who want to live and work in Japan:
“Can I make a decent enough wage to live comfortably and save for the future
while working in Japan, even if I do not know Japanese?”
The answer is YES, and this book will show you how.
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If you aren’t happy making a sub-par salary with no benefits.
If you want to make enough money to do what you want to do, guilt-free.
If you want to be treated with respect at your job so you can be proud to be a
teacher.
If you want to have options for your career, so you can have the confidence to
quit a job that isn’t working for you.
Then this book is for you!

The Tools you get with the Smart Guide

- Qualifications: which ones you need and how to leverage them to achieve your
goals.
- Effective strategies that give you a road-map to the best jobs, and show you
how to present yourself to be the #1 candidate.
- Get people to actually read your resume by crafting a narrative.
- Increase your interview request conversion rate; stop playing the numbers game
and get the jobs you choose.
- Learn the markers that Japanese employers are looking for in a candidate.
- Templates to construct your resume, cover letters and emails to employers.
- Unlock the secret jobs market, where the top pay and best working conditions
are, but are never advertised.
- How to use your network to get you jobs without having to compete with other
teachers.

These are tools that will be useful for your entire life, including resume writing,
interview skills and job search tips that will put you head and shoulders above the
competition!

Issho ni gambarimashou!
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