
The Relevance Of Interdisciplinary Approach
To The Study Of Nigeria History
Exploring history is not confined to the boundaries of a single discipline. Nigeria's
rich history, shaped by diverse cultures, traditions, and events, demands an
interdisciplinary approach to understand its complexities. By integrating multiple
perspectives and methodologies from various fields, such as anthropology,
sociology, economics, political science, and linguistics, we can gain a
comprehensive insight into Nigeria's past. This article delves into the relevance of
an interdisciplinary approach in studying Nigeria's history, showcasing its
advantages and shedding light on its transformative potential.

A Multifaceted Historical Landscape

Nigeria, a country located in West Africa, has a vast and multifaceted historical
landscape that encompasses pre-colonial, colonial, and post-colonial eras. Each
era presents unique challenges and opportunities that cannot be adequately
understood by solely focusing on one discipline. To fully comprehend the socio-
political, economic, and cultural aspects at play, it is imperative to employ an
interdisciplinary lens.

Sociology Unveiling Social Dynamics

Sociology plays a pivotal role in analyzing the social dynamics of Nigeria's history.
Through sociological research, we can examine the interactions between
individuals, communities, and societal institutions. Understanding the societal
structures, power dynamics, and social inequalities that shaped Nigeria's history
allows us to uncover intricate historical narratives.
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Anthropology Unearthing Cultural Evolution

Anthropology offers key insights into the cultural evolution of Nigeria. By studying
the diverse ethnic groups, their traditions, beliefs, and practices, anthropologists
contribute to a deeper understanding of historical events and their impact on
different communities. This interdisciplinary approach sheds light on the unique
cultural heritage of Nigeria and how it has evolved over time.

Economics Shaping Historical Transformations

The economic landscape has played a significant role in shaping Nigeria's history.
By incorporating economic analysis, we gain insights into factors such as trade,
resource exploitation, and development policies. This interdisciplinary approach
allows us to evaluate the impact of economic decisions on the socio-political
landscape and understand the implications they had on historical events.

Political Science Examining Power Structures
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Political science provides indispensable tools for examining power structures and
governance systems throughout Nigeria's history. By analyzing political
ideologies, institutions, and conflicts, we can gain a well-rounded perspective on
the motivations and actions of key historical figures. This interdisciplinary
approach helps us understand how political dynamics shaped Nigeria's path and
its transition to independence.

Linguistics Preserving Historical Narratives

Linguistics forms a crucial component of an interdisciplinary approach to studying
Nigeria's history. Language plays a vital role in expressing cultural identities,
preserving historical narratives, and understanding the nuances of
communication. By analyzing linguistic patterns and changes, we can decipher
historical contexts and gain a deeper insight into Nigeria's diverse heritage.

Transformative Potential and Future Prospects

Adopting an interdisciplinary approach to studying Nigeria's history offers
immense transformative potential. It enables researchers, scholars, and
educators to transcend disciplinary boundaries and collaborate on a deep and
diverse analysis of the past. This approach not only enriches our understanding
of Nigeria's history but also helps address historical biases and uncover
marginalized narratives that were previously overlooked.

Moreover, the relevance of an interdisciplinary approach extends beyond
academia. Policymakers, educators, and individuals seeking comprehensive
knowledge of Nigeria's history can benefit from its holistic perspective. By
embracing interdisciplinary scholarship, we can foster a more inclusive and
accurate representation of Nigeria's past, empowering future generations with a
nuanced understanding of their heritage.



The rich and complex history of Nigeria demands an interdisciplinary approach to
fully capture its essence. From sociology to anthropology, economics to political
science, and linguistics to various other disciplines, each field offers unique
perspectives crucial for a comprehensive understanding of Nigeria's historical
landscape. Embracing an interdisciplinary approach holds transformative
potential, contributing to a more inclusive representation of Nigeria's history and
empowering individuals to connect with their heritage on a deeper level.
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African societies were looked upon as societies that had no history. European
scholars and writers like Frederick Hegel, Herbert Spencer, Hugh Trevor Rober
and others regarded Africa as having no history at all before the advent of
Europeans because there were no abundant written sources like what was
obtained in Europe. As A. P Newton and other scholars had stated, History is
concerned almost entirely with written records and can only make subsidiary use
of the material remains with which the archaeologist and the anthropologists are
concerned. Thus, one of the causes of the decline and lack of interest in African
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history particularly Nigeria History stems from its historiography and accessing
the sources of information concerning the pre-literate and past events of Nigeria.
Against this background, this work examines the interdisciplinary approach to the
study of Nigeria history, and explores its relevance to Nigeria History and
Historiography. This study argues that interdisciplinary approach will not only
bridge the gap on the dearth of Nigeria history but as well made history to be
attractive as it moves its study and practice to the public.
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