
The Military Undeclared War Against America
Presidents
Every four years, Americans elect a new president to lead the nation. With this
position comes immense power and responsibility, as the president becomes the
Commander-in-Chief of the United States military. While the military is expected
to uphold their duty to serve and protect the country, there have been instances
throughout history where the relationship between the military and the president
has been strained. These instances reveal an undeclared war, fought in the
shadows of American politics.

Presidential control vs. Military autonomy

The Constitution of the United States clearly outlines the principle of civilian
control over the military. The president, as the head of the executive branch, is
given authority over the armed forces, ensuring that elected officials, not military
leaders, hold the power to make key decisions. However, over time, tensions
have arisen between the president and military leaders, often revolving around
the differing perspectives on national security and strategic military actions.

Presidential control is crucial for maintaining a balanced democracy and
preventing the military from becoming a dominant force in the country. However,
military autonomy is also necessary to uphold the separation of powers and avoid
undue influence over military operations. Finding the right balance between these
two essential components is a constant challenge for each administration.
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Political influence on military planning

Throughout history, the military has found ways to exert its influence over political
decisions. This influence can range from subtle opposition to more overt actions
aimed at undermining a president's authority. Political considerations often clash
with military strategies, leading to disputes regarding the proper course of action.

One example of this clash can be seen during the Vietnam War. President
Lyndon B. Johnson's administration faced immense pressure and criticism from
military leaders who believed that a more aggressive approach was needed to
secure victory. The military's lobbying for increased troop levels and expanded
operations showcased their desire for greater influence over the war effort. This
tension between the president and the military ultimately strained their
relationship and raised questions about who truly held the power in this conflict.

The role of the deep state in military politics

Within the concept of the military's undeclared war against America's presidents
lies the intriguing notion of the deep state. The deep state refers to a group of
influential individuals, ranging from retired military officers to intelligence
operatives and bureaucrats, who hold significant power and influence behind the
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scenes. These individuals operate outside the reach of elected officials, shaping
policies and often acting as unelected power brokers.

The deep state's influence can be seen in matters of national security, where
military officials and intelligence agencies possess vital knowledge and expertise.
While this knowledge is undoubtedly crucial, it can also serve as a powerful tool
for the deep state to manipulate policies and decisions to align with their own
interests and agendas.

The military-industrial complex and its impact

Another factor contributing to the military's undeclared war against America's
presidents is the presence of the military-industrial complex. This term, coined by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in his farewell address, refers to the alliance
between the military and defense industry corporations.

The military-industrial complex encompasses a vast network of military
contractors, lobbyists, and influential figures who profit from continuous warfare
and military expenditure. Their influence extends beyond economic interests and
can potentially shape foreign policies and military strategies. Presidents who
challenge the status quo and seek to reduce military involvement in foreign
conflicts may face opposition from these powerful interests.

The relationship between the military and America's presidents is a delicate
balance of power and influence. While the Constitution dictates civilian control
over the military, the reality is more complex. Political considerations, the deep
state, and the military-industrial complex all play significant roles in shaping the
actions and decisions of the armed forces.

To ensure a thriving democracy, it is essential to understand and address the
potential conflicts that arise from this undeclared war. Striving for transparency,



accountability, and a clear delineation of powers is crucial in maintaining a
balance between presidential control and military autonomy. Only then can
America's presidents truly lead the armed forces without compromising our
democratic principles.
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A gripping insider account of the clash between America's civilian and military
leadership

The Pentagon's Wars is a dramatic account of the deep and divisive debates
between America's civilian leaders and its military officers. Renowned military
expert Mark Perry investigates these internal wars and sheds new light on the US
military-the most powerful and influential lobby in Washington. He reveals
explosive stories, from the secret history of Clinton's "don't ask, don't tell" policy
to how the military plotted to undermine Barack Obama's strategy in Afghanistan,
to show how internal strife and deep civilian-military animus shapes America's
policy abroad, often to the nation's detriment.
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Drawing on three decades of high-profile interviews, both on and off the record,
Perry yields sobering judgments on the tenures of our nation's most important
military leaders. The Pentagon's Wars is essential reading for anyone seeking to
understand the inner workings of the making of America's foreign policy.
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