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In the vast ocean of literature, certain tales have withstood the test of time,
captivating readers through generations. One such narrative is 'The Mariner And
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The Monk,' a mesmerizing account of a daring mariner's journey intertwined with
the teachings of a wise monk. Combining elements of adventure, spirituality, and
personal growth, this epic unfolds as an enchanting symphony, leaving readers
inspired and enlightened.

The Enigmatic Characters

At the core of 'The Mariner And The Monk' lies a captivating duo whose individual
paths cross in an extraordinary way.
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The Mariner: Mastering the Tempest

Our story begins with the mariner, a fearless and seasoned sailor, known for
conquering treacherous seas with his unparalleled skills. Driven by an insatiable
thirst for exploration, he embarks on a perilous expedition, engulfed in a
tempestuous storm. Little does he know that this tempest will not only determine
his fate but also serve as a catalyst for profound transformation.
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The Monk: Guiding the Inner Voyage

On a secluded island lies a humble monastery, home to an enlightened monk.
Withdrawn from the complexities of the outside world, the monk seeks spiritual
enlightenment and shares his wisdom with those who seek it with a sincere heart.
With deep insight and unwavering compassion, he becomes a beacon of
guidance for travelers in need, including our mariner.

A Tale of Adventure, Redemption, and Enlightenment

As the mariner navigates the treacherous sea, constantly battling against
merciless waves, he finds himself shipwrecked on an unknown island. Exhausted
and hopeless, he stumbles upon the monastery where the monk resides. Their
fateful encounter marks the beginning of an extraordinary journey, both inward
and outward.

Exploring the Depths within

As the mariner seeks refuge within the walls of the monastery, he discovers a
labyrinth of his own emotions, fears, and hopes. The monk, recognizing the
turmoil within the mariner's soul, teaches him the ancient arts of meditation and
introspection. Through rigorous practice and deep contemplation, the mariner
embarks on an inner voyage, confronting his past mistakes and gradually finding
redemption.

A Quest for Truth and Enlightenment

The mariner, now awakened and thirsting for spiritual enlightenment,
accompanies the monk on a profound quest. Together, they journey through
dense forests, sacred mountains, and mystical caves, encountering supernatural
beings and ancient manuscripts that hold profound wisdom. Each step unravels



the intricate web of life's mysteries, pushing the mariner closer to understanding
his purpose in this vast universe.

The Rebirth: A New Chapter Begins

As the mariner deepens his wisdom and reconnects with his true essence, he
comes face to face with his life's purpose. With newfound clarity, he realizes that
his voyage was not merely a physical adventure, but an arduous journey towards
inner liberation and self-discovery. The monk, having imparted his timeless
knowledge, bids farewell to the mariner, knowing that his student has now
become the master of his own destiny.

A Timeless Tale that Transcends Time and Borders

'The Mariner And The Monk' captures the essence of the human experience,
transcending the boundaries of culture, geography, and time. It reminds us of our
innate longing for adventure, enlightenment, and the triumph of the human spirit,
no matter the challenges we face.

Summary

'The Mariner And The Monk' weaves a captivating tale of adventure, redemption,
and enlightenment. Through the interplay of the mariner's physical journey and
the monk's spiritual guidance, readers embark on an introspective and
transformative odyssey. This timeless narrative resonates with individuals seeking
inspiration, wisdom, and the courage to forge their own destinies.
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The Mariner and the Monk tells the story of Captain Leonard La Rue, a brave
officer in the Merchant Marine, a Benedictine monk, and the reason tens of
thousands of Koreans are alive today and live in freedom.

Leonard Panet La Rue was born and educated in Philadelphia, PA, and joined
the Merchant Marine during the height of the Great Depression. La Rue served
on ships through the 1930s, then joined his Merchant Marine colleagues in
convoy duty across the Atlantic, including the deadly "Murmansk Run" carrying
supplies to the Soviet Union. During the war he crossed the Atlantic and Pacific
multiple times, carrying cargo and soldiers for the war effort. He completed the
war in command of his own ship, the SS Whittier Victory, and sailed throughout
the Carribean and South America from US ports.

When the Korean War broke out in June 1950, La Rue took command of the SS
Meredith Victory and led her to Japan and then Korea to participate in the historic
landing at Inchon. But two months later, La Rue and his crew themselves made
history when the Meredith Victory carried more than 14,000 Korean civilians to
freedom from the embattled port of Hungnam before its capture by the enemy.
Among his refugee passengers were the parents of the current president of South
Korea, Moon Jae-In.
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La Rue and his crew were celebrated for the rescue. La Rue received many
awards, including the Meritorious Service Medal, and the Meredith Victory was
officially designated a “Gallant Ship.” But at the height of his career, he left the
Merchant Marine and entered a Benedictine monastery far from the sea. For the
next four decades he lived a quiet life of prayer and service, never missing the
adventures he had lived during twenty years at sea.

The Mariner and the Monk details La Rue's life in the context of the ships he
sailed and the battles he survived. The reader sails with him through storms,
around attacking U-boats and floating mines, and under Luftwaffe bombers. The
book explains the reasons for the historic evacuation, including the epic battle of
the 1st Marine Division and the 7th Infantry at the Chosin Reservoir, outnumbered
by ten divisions of Chinese soldiers. In description and with dozens of
photographs, many never before in print, the reader learns the amazing details
that guaranteed the evacuation would be successful for the 100,000 soldiers and
Marines and the 100,000 refuges who were safely loaded and transported while
the port of Hungnam was surrounded by multiple divisions of the Chinese Army.

After a full life and quiet death, the testimony of La Rue's bravery and humanity,
and the humble virtue with which he lived his life, have led to Brother Marinus La
Rue, OSB, being named a “Servant of God,” the first step on a path to a
declaration of sainthood in the Roman Catholic Church.

Leonard La Rue, Brother Marinus, was one of the greatest of the "Greatest
Generation."

“Lively and well researched.” Joshua Smith, Director of the American Merchant
Marine Museum
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