
The Internationalisation Of Criminal Evidence:
Unveiling the Global Fight against Crime
In today's interconnected world, criminal activities go beyond national borders,
requiring coordinated efforts and an international approach to unveiling the truth.
As criminals become increasingly tech-savvy and sophisticated in their methods,
the internationalisation of criminal evidence has emerged as a crucial component
in the fight against crime.

Understanding the Internationalisation of Criminal Evidence

Criminal evidence is the foundation on which justice is built. It serves as a means
to establish guilt or innocence, unravel hidden truths, and ensure due process.
Historically, evidence was mostly constrained within the boundaries of a single
jurisdiction. However, with the rise of global criminal networks and the advent of
technology, the need for cross-border cooperation and sharing of evidence has
grown exponentially.

Internationalisation of criminal evidence refers to the process of gathering,
sharing, and analysing evidence across countries and jurisdictions to investigate
and prosecute criminals involved in transnational crimes. This collaboration
allows law enforcement agencies to tackle criminal activities such as terrorism,
organized crime, cybercrime, human trafficking, and money laundering that span
multiple borders.
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Challenges Faced in the Internationalisation of Criminal Evidence

Despite the necessity of international cooperation, several challenges impede the
effective sharing of criminal evidence across borders. These challenges range
from legal and cultural differences to technological and logistical barriers.

Legal and Cultural Differences

The definition and admissibility of evidence vary across legal systems, posing a
challenge in international cases. Different countries have distinct rules of
evidence and procedural requirements that might hinder information sharing.
Additionally, cultural nuances and language barriers can complicate the
interpretation and understanding of evidence in cross-border investigations.

Technological and Logistical Barriers

The digital age has transformed the way evidence is stored, transmitted, and
retrieved. While this brings convenience, it also poses challenges regarding data
access and compatibility. Different countries may have different technology
infrastructures, data privacy laws, and cyber capabilities, making it difficult to
share or access digital evidence. Moreover, coordinating the logistics of sharing
physical evidence across borders can be cumbersome and time-consuming.
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Initiatives to Overcome Challenges

Recognizing the importance of international collaboration, various initiatives and
mechanisms have been established to facilitate the internationalisation of criminal
evidence. These initiatives aim to bridge the gaps between different legal
systems, enhance information sharing capabilities, and improve coordination
among law enforcement agencies.

International Treaties and Agreements

International treaties and agreements provide a legal framework for cooperation
among countries. Treaties like the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT) enable
the sharing of evidence, witnesses, and other legal procedures to aid criminal
investigations. Interpol, an international police organization, also plays a pivotal
role in facilitating cooperation between member countries through its global
network.

Europol and Eurojust

Within the European Union, Europol acts as a central hub for criminal information
exchange and analysis. It facilitates cross-border cooperation among EU member
states in combating organized crime, terrorism, and cybercrime. Similarly,
Eurojust brings together national judicial authorities to coordinate investigations,
prosecutions, and the exchange of evidence.

Joint Investigative Teams (JITs)

JITs are multinational teams composed of law enforcement officers from different
countries. They work together to conduct complex investigations, pooling
resources, expertise, and evidence. JITs aid in circumventing legal and cultural
barriers by allowing investigators to collaborate directly while respecting the legal
requirements of each jurisdiction involved.



The Role of Technology

Technology has emerged as a formidable tool in the internationalisation of
criminal evidence. Advancements in forensic techniques, data analysis, and
digital investigation have revolutionized the way evidence is gathered and
analysed, aiding law enforcement agencies in combating transnational crime.

Digital Forensics

Digital forensics has become crucial in investigating cybercrimes, financial frauds,
and other digital offenses. It involves the collection and analysis of digital
evidence from computers, mobile devices, storage media, and online platforms.
Techniques like data recovery, encryption analysis, and malware tracing have
proved valuable in revealing hidden information and linking criminals to their illicit
activities.

Big Data Analysis

The enormous volume and complexity of data generated worldwide have led to
the emergence of big data analytics. By leveraging data mining, machine
learning, and artificial intelligence, law enforcement agencies can identify
patterns, connections, and anomalies that traditional investigation methods may
miss. Big data analysis assists in identifying suspects, predicting criminal
patterns, and uncovering hidden networks across borders.

Global Information Sharing Platforms

Technology has enabled the creation of global information sharing platforms,
facilitating seamless exchange of intelligence and evidence across jurisdictions.
Platforms like i24/7, developed by Interpol, enable secure and real-time sharing
of criminal data and alerts among member countries. Similarly, the European



Criminal Records Information System (ECRIS) allows EU member states to
exchange criminal record information swiftly and efficiently.

Success Stories and Future Prospects

The internationalisation of criminal evidence has yielded numerous successes in
the global fight against crime. Collaborative efforts and information sharing have
led to the dismantling of international drug cartels, foiling terrorist plots, and
identifying human trafficking networks.

However, the journey towards effective international cooperation is an ongoing
one. As criminal activities evolve and become more sophisticated, law
enforcement agencies must continuously adapt and improve their methods. The
future holds potential advancements in digital forensics, AI-powered analytics,
and secure data sharing platforms, enabling more efficient global collaboration.

The internationalisation of criminal evidence is a crucial step in the fight against
transnational crime. Overcoming legal, cultural, and technological barriers is
essential to unveil the truth and ensure justice is served. Through initiatives,
technology advancements, and collaborative efforts, law enforcement agencies
are forging a global network to combat crime, protecting citizens across borders
and bringing criminals to justice.
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Although there are many texts on the law of evidence, surprisingly few are
devoted specifically to the comparative and international aspects of the subject.
The traditional view that the law of evidence belongs within the common law
tradition has obscured the reality that a genuinely cosmopolitan law of evidence is
being developed in criminal cases across the common law and civil law traditions.
By considering the extent to which a coherent body of common evidentiary
standards is being developed in both domestic and international jurisprudence,
John Jackson and Sarah Summers chart this development with particular
reference to the jurisprudence on the right to a fair trial that has emerged from the
European Court of Human Rights and to the attempts in the new international
criminal tribunals to fashion agreed approaches towards the regulation of
evidence.
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