
The India Lobby In The United States 1900-
1946: The Untold Story of Indian Influence
When we think of lobbyists and the United States, we often imagine large
corporations and wealthy interest groups trying to shape American policy in their
favor. However, the story of the India Lobby in the United States between 1900
and 1946 is a fascinating and relatively unknown chapter in the history of Indian
influence abroad.

The Origins of the India Lobby

The India Lobby emerged during a transformative period in Indian history, as the
country was still under British colonial rule. Indian nationalists, who sought
independence from the British Empire, realized the need to gain support from
influential individuals and groups in the United States.

The lobby initially consisted of Indian students studying in American universities
and colleges. These students, greatly inspired by Western ideas of democracy
and sovereignty, began organizing themselves to advocate for Indian
independence. Their goal was to sway public opinion and American policymakers
towards India's cause.
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Methods and Strategies

The India Lobby utilized various methods and strategies to gain traction and
influence in the United States. They leveraged their academic connections and
formed alliances with American scholars who expressed a strong interest in
India's struggle for independence. Additionally, they established organizations
and newspapers to disseminate information, educate the public about Indian
history and culture, and generate support for their cause.

One of the key strategies employed by the India Lobby was to counter British
propaganda that portrayed Indian nationalists as extremists or terrorists.
Lobbyists actively engaged with American journalists and political figures,
providing them with accurate information and presenting their nationalist
movement as a peaceful struggle for freedom and self-determination.

Rising Influence and Notable Figures

By the 1920s, the India Lobby had gained significant traction and started to be
noticed by influential political figures. One of the most prominent figures
associated with the India Lobby was Har Dayal, an Indian nationalist and scholar
who lectured extensively on Indian independence within the United States. His
powerful speeches and persuasive arguments earned him the admiration of many
Americans, including intellectuals and policymakers.

Another notable figure was Lala Lajpat Rai, a leading nationalist who traveled to
the United States in 1914 to garner support for India's cause. Rai's passionate
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speeches and relentless efforts helped create awareness about India's struggle
among the American public and politicians.

Impact on American Policy

The efforts of the India Lobby began to bear fruit in the late 1930s and early
1940s. As India's independence movement gained momentum and the Second
World War intensified, the lobby effectively lobbied American policymakers to
reconsider their stance on India and British colonialism.

A turning point came in 1942 when the United States, under pressure from the
India Lobby and other factors, issued the Atlantic Charter, which openly declared
support for self-determination and the rights of all nations. This declaration was
seen as a positive sign for India's struggle for independence and increased
American sympathy towards the Indian cause.

The Legacy of the India Lobby

The India Lobby played a crucial role in shaping American perceptions of Indian
nationalism and independence struggles. By presenting a compelling case for
Indian self-determination, the lobby helped shift public opinion and influenced
American policymakers. Their efforts laid the groundwork for future diplomacy
between India and the United States and set the stage for India's eventual
independence in 1947.

Today, while the India Lobby may be mostly forgotten, their untold story remains
an important part of Indian history. It highlights the power of grassroots
movements and the effectiveness of skilled persuasion in shaping international
relations.



The India Lobby in the United States between 1900 and 1946 was an
extraordinary example of how a small group of dedicated individuals can create
significant change on the global stage. Their relentless efforts to gain support for
Indian independence laid the foundation for the close ties between India and the
United States that we witness today.

As we reflect on the influence of lobbyists in historical events, it's crucial to
recognize the power of ordinary citizens to shape the course of nations. The India
Lobby serves as a reminder that passion, determination, and effective advocacy
can overcome tremendous challenges and bring about significant
transformations.
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This book is a fascinating and absorbing history of the India lobby in America
during the pre-independence era—a little known chapter in the history of modern
India. It documents the travails of early Indian migrants to North America and
Canada from the beginning of the twentieth century to the end of the World War
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II. It captures their prolonged struggle for obtaining civil rights, and in promoting
the cause of India’s freedom beyond the borders of the subcontinent.

Based on literature and insights drawn from not-easily-accessible sources, the
book is interspersed with narratives and also provides biographical sketches of
the key actors, both Indian and American. It examines their role in the origin and
development of the India lobby in the US and Canada—in the face of determined
racist opposition in both countries—and Britain’s efforts to disrupt their attempts
to organize themselves politically. Overall the author vividly documents the
community’s journey from the beginnings of politicization to the height of political
lobbying during the World War II.
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