
The Hidden Secrets in Our Old Photographs:
Saving Our History One Photo At Time
Have you ever stumbled upon an old photo album full of memories? The faded
colors, the sepia tones, and the vintage feel can transport you to a different era.
These photographs tell a story, a story of people, places, and events that have
shaped our lives. They hold a sentimental value that cannot be replaced.
Preserving these snapshots of our past is not just about holding on to memories,
but about safeguarding our history for future generations.

We live in the digital age, where every moment can be captured on our
smartphones and shared on social media. But what about the photos from our
ancestors? The ones that were taken long before iPhones and Instagram? These
are the photos that constitute our history, and unfortunately, they are often
neglected and left to deteriorate in dusty basements and forgotten attics.

It's time we pay attention to these forgotten treasures and take action to save our
history one photo at a time. Here are some reasons why it is essential to preserve
our old photographs:
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The Power of Visual Stories

A picture is worth a thousand words, they say. These old photographs provide us
with a visual representation of the lives that came before us. They capture
important moments in history, preserving the emotions, culture, and societal
changes of a particular time. Whether it's a family portrait, a street scene, or a
candid shot, these photographs allow us to peek into the past and better
understand the world we live in today.

Imagine looking at a photo of your great-great-grandparents who immigrated to a
new country. The clothes they wore, the expressions on their faces, and the
environment they lived in can reveal so much about their struggles and triumphs.
By preserving these images, we honor their legacy and ensure that their stories
are not forgotten.

The Fragility of Memories

As time passes, our memories fade, and so do the physical copies of our old
photographs. The colors fade away, the papers crumble, and the images become
unrecognizable. It's heartbreaking to see our history disintegrate right before our
eyes. That's why it's crucial to digitize these photographs and preserve them for
future generations.

Digitization not only extends the lifespan of these photographs but also ensures
that multiple copies can be created. By storing them in cloud-based platforms or
external hard drives, we can protect these precious memories from natural
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disasters or accidents. Moreover, digital copies can be easily shared with family
members and historians, spreading the rich tapestry of our history even further.

Unearthing Untold Stories

Every photo has a story to tell, but sometimes those stories are hidden or
forgotten. Saving our history means not just preserving the photographs
themselves but also researching and uncovering the narratives behind them.

It's not uncommon to find photographs with unidentified individuals or unknown
locations. But with the power of the internet and online communities, we can
crowdsource information and dig deeper into the history of these images. By
collaborating with amateur genealogists, historians, or simply curious individuals
with a passion for history, we can piece together the puzzle and discover the
untold stories behind our old photographs.

Preserving Cultural Heritage

Our history is not only made up of individual stories but also collective
experiences that shape cultures and societies. Each community, each group of
people has a unique history that deserves to be preserved for generations to
come.

A single photograph can speak volumes about a particular region, ethnic group,
or era. It can shed light on traditions, customs, and even forgotten languages. By
preserving these photographs, we help protect our cultural heritage and promote
a sense of identity among different communities. It creates a sense of pride and
belonging, strengthening the fabric of society as a whole.

How to Preserve Your Old Photographs



Now that we understand the importance of saving our history through
photographs, let's explore some practical steps to preserve them:

1. Handle with care: Always handle old photographs with clean and dry hands
to prevent damage. Wear cotton gloves if possible.

2. Keep them in a cool and dry place: Extremes of temperature and humidity
can cause photographs to deteriorate quickly. Store them in acid-free paper
or archival-quality albums.

3. Create digital copies: Invest in a good quality scanner to digitize your old
photographs. Make sure to use a high resolution and save them in multiple
file formats.

4. Back up your digital copies: Store your digital copies in cloud-based
platforms or external hard drives. Make duplicate copies to ensure their
safety.

5. Seek professional help if needed: If you have delicate or damaged
photographs, consider consulting a professional conservator or archivist who
can guide you on proper preservation techniques.

6. Share and document: Once you have digitized your photographs, share them
with family members, upload them to online platforms, and document as
much information as possible about the subjects and context of the photos.

The Future Lies in Our Hands

Preserving our history through old photographs is not just an act of nostalgia, but
a responsibility we owe to future generations. By saving our history, we ensure
that their world is built on a firm foundation of knowledge, empathy, and
appreciation for the past.



So, dust off those old photo albums, scan your favorite snapshots, and embark
on a journey to uncover the hidden secrets of our history one photo at a time. The
stories are waiting to be told, and it's up to us to listen.
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Kingston, a city since 1846Kingston was successively an Indian encampment, a
French fort and trading post, a United Empire Loyalist settlement and a British
garrison town. Kingston owed its continuing military and commercial importance
to its strategic position at the head of the St. Lawrence River and the foot of the
Great Lakes. From 1841-1844, Kingston was the capital of the United Province of
Canada. Late in the nineteenth century, Kingston declined as a port and
transportation centre; it has become a city of institutions and service industries –
recreation, education, military, penal and health care.The largest Loyalist Corps in
the Northern Department during the American Revolution, the King’s Royal
Regiment of New York, was raised on June 19, 1776 under the command of Sir
John Johnson. Originally composed of one battalion with ten companies, a
second battalion was added in 1780. The regiment known as the “Royal Yorkers”
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participated in the bitter war fought on the colonial frontier, conducting raids
against settlements in New York and employed in garrison duty. When active
campaigning ceased in 1783, the regiment assumed various responsibilities,
notably the establishment of a base in Kingston in preparation for the settlement
of the Loyalists.In 1846 Edward Horsey designed and built Elizabeth Cottage
(Page 32) as his architectural office and home for his wife Jane and their seven
children. The Gothic Revival style was novel for Kingston House at this time. His
design features lacy verge boards and strong finials accenting the parapeted front
wall (low wall at edge of roof),quatrefoils, crenellations, a variety of decorative
window types, including oriel, pointed-arch, and bay windows enlivened with label
moldings and tracery. Below the oriel window is a verandah with openwork
buttresses as posts.
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