
The Great Florida Birding And Wildlife Trail
West Section: Discover the Exquisite Beauty
of Florida's Wildlife
Imagine yourself amidst the serene beauty of nature, surrounded by breathtaking
landscapes and vibrant wildlife. Welcome to the Great Florida Birding and Wildlife
Trail West Section, a haven for nature enthusiasts and avid bird watchers alike.
Stretching across the western region of the Sunshine State, this trail offers a rare
opportunity to explore and unravel the wonders of Florida's diverse wildlife.

From the majestic Bald Eagles soaring through the skies to the delicate butterflies
fluttering by, the Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail West Section is a true
paradise for nature lovers. Covering over 1500 miles, this trail winds its way
through a tapestry of different habitats, including marshes, forests, wetlands, and
coastal areas, showcasing a remarkable variety of species that call Florida home.

So, why is this trail dubbed "The Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail"? Well, it
is because Florida boasts an extraordinary concentration of avian species,
making it a premier destination for bird watching enthusiasts. With over 500
native bird species, including some endemic and rare species, the trail offers an
unmatched opportunity to witness these winged wonders up close.
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The trail provides numerous viewing points and observation platforms
strategically placed to give visitors the best chance to spot various bird species in
their natural habitats. Grab your binoculars and get ready to spot the striking
Roseate Spoonbills gracefully wading through shallow waters or the elusive
Wood Storks nesting atop tall cypress trees. Keep an eye out for the charismatic
Reddish Egrets performing their mesmerizing "dance" while hunting for food or
the impressive Swallow-tailed Kites gliding effortlessly above the treetops.

But the Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail West Section is not just about
birds. This trail is also home to a remarkable array of other wildlife, adding to the
overall allure of exploring Florida's natural wonders. As you stroll through the trail,
you might encounter the gentle giants of the sea, the West Indian Manatees,
frolicking in the crystal-clear springs and rivers. Witness the playful dolphins
leaping through the Gulf waters and the charming sea turtles nesting along the
stunning sandy beaches.

The trail also offers an opportunity to acquaint yourself with the fascinating world
of reptiles and amphibians. From the iconic American Alligator basking in the sun
to the colorful Painted Turtles sunning themselves on logs, visitors can witness
these unique creatures in their natural habitats along the trail.

To fully appreciate the beauty and diversity of Florida's wildlife, it is essential to
plan your visit according to the seasons. The state's varying climates,
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temperatures, and rainfall patterns dictate the movement and behavior of the
native species, making each season a unique experience along the trail.

In the spring, the trail comes alive with the vibrant colors of blooming flowers and
the melodious songs of migratory birds. It's a crucial time for birdwatchers as
many species migrate through Florida on their way north. Witness the striking
warblers, tanagers, and buntings make their stopover in Florida's lush habitats
before continuing their long journey.

Summer brings with it an array of baby animals, from adorable fledglings learning
to fly to tiny sea turtle hatchlings making their way to the ocean. The warm
months also present an opportunity to spot the majestic swallow-tailed kites, as
they hunt for insects and small reptiles while performing their aerial acrobatics.

As autumn approaches, so does the time for the iconic Florida Sandhill Crane to
perform its captivating mating dance. Watch these graceful giants strut and leap,
creating a spectacle that will leave you in awe. Fall is also an ideal time to
witness the phenomenal butterfly migration, with millions of Monarchs fluttering
through Florida on their way to their wintering grounds.

And finally, winter brings a different kind of beauty to the trail. With the arrival of
many migratory bird species seeking refuge from the cold, birdwatchers can
witness flocks of graceful Roseate Spoonbills and Sandhill Cranes, creating a
spectacular sight against the serene winter landscapes.

To make the most of your Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail West Section
experience, it's recommended to pack a few essentials. Don't forget your
binoculars or camera to capture the incredible moments, and a field guide to help
identify the various species you encounter along the way.



As with any outdoor activity, it's essential to respect nature and the animals you
encounter. Keep a safe distance, avoid loud noises, and never try to touch or
disturb the wildlife. Remember, you are a guest in their home, so treat it with the
utmost care and respect.

The Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail West Section is a journey like no
other. It offers a chance to reconnect with nature, appreciate its delicate
intricacies, and witness the wonders of wildlife up close. So, lace up your hiking
boots, pack your sense of adventure, and embark on this remarkable journey
through Florida's natural treasure troves.
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The West Section of the Great Florida Birding and Wildlife Trail (GFBWT) spans
21 counties of the western and central Florida peninsula, from the Osceola
National Forest and Pinhook Swamp on the Georgia border to upper Sarasota
Bay and the headwaters of the Myakka River. From Alachua to Zolfo Springs,
you’ll want to experience all the amazing sights and sounds the West Section has
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to offer. Prominent features of this region include the bountiful Big Bend and its
associated seagrass beds, salt marshes and oyster reefs; the limestone bluffs,
stately cypress trees and tannic waters of the renowned Suwannee,
Withlacoochee and Hillsborough Rivers; the sweeping grasslands of Paynes
Prairie; the Green Swamp’s vast forests, and the abundant waters of Tampa Bay,
Florida’s largest estuary. No matter how you choose to explore—by foot, bicycle,
car, boat or horse—you’ll find some of Florida’s best birding and wildlife
encounters.
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