
The Great Florida Birding And Wildlife Trail
Guide South Section - A Paradise for
Birdwatchers
Florida, the Sunshine State, is not just known for its beautiful beaches and
thrilling theme parks. It's also a haven for nature enthusiasts, particularly
birdwatchers. The Great Florida Birding And Wildlife Trail Guide South Section
offers a unique opportunity to explore the rich biodiversity and stunning
landscapes of this region. Let's delve into the wonders that await you in this awe-
inspiring trail.

Discovering The Great Florida Birding And Wildlife Trail

The Great Florida Birding And Wildlife Trail (GFBWT) is a vast network of trails,
pathways, and certified sites that stretch across the state. It is divided into four
sections: Panhandle, West, East, and South, each offering its own distinct
charms and natural wonders. Today, we focus on the South Section, which spans
across nine counties in Central and South Florida.

Within the South Section, birdwatchers and wildlife enthusiasts have the
opportunity to explore diverse habitats ranging from coastal marshes to cypress
swamps and pine flatwoods. This ecologically rich region is home to more than
500 species of birds and an abundance of wildlife, making it a true paradise for
nature lovers.
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Exploring the South Section

The South Section of the Great Florida Birding And Wildlife Trail is a treasure
trove of natural beauty, offering countless opportunities for birding, photography,
and wildlife observation. In this section, you can visit numerous public lands, state
parks, wildlife refuges, and sanctuaries, each offering a unique experience.

Everglades National Park

One of the highlights of the South Section is the majestic Everglades National
Park. Known as the "River of Grass," this iconic wetland is home to a diverse
range of bird species, including the secretive Snail Kite, colorful Roseate
Spoonbill, and majestic Bald Eagle. Take a boat tour or explore the park's
extensive trail system to witness the beauty of this natural wonder.

Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary

Located near Naples, Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary is a must-visit for
birdwatchers. This old-growth bald cypress forest offers a unique opportunity to
observe elusive species such as the endangered Wood Stork, rare Bachman’s
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Sparrow, and the magnificent Swallow-tailed Kite. Walk along the 2.25-mile
boardwalk to immerse yourself in the serenity of this magical place.

Big Cypress National Preserve

For those seeking an adventurous experience, the Big Cypress National Preserve
is a true gem. Here, you can explore the vast wilderness of the Everglades while
encountering a variety of bird species, including the charismatic Painted Bunting,
the elegant Red-shouldered Hawk, and the well-camouflaged Barred Owl. Don't
forget to embark on a scenic swamp buggy tour for a thrilling wildlife encounter.

Jonathan Dickinson State Park

Nestled along the Loxahatchee River, Jonathan Dickinson State Park offers a
tranquil retreat for birdwatchers. Explore the park's river trails, spotting warblers,
vireos, and woodpeckers along the way. Keep an eye out for the stunning Black
Skimmers and magnificent Ospreys that call this park their home.

Planning Your Birding Adventure

Before embarking on your birding adventure along the Great Florida Birding And
Wildlife Trail South Section, it's essential to plan your trip accordingly. Consider
the time of year, weather conditions, and locations you wish to visit. Additionally,
study the trail and site maps provided by the Great Florida Birding And Wildlife
Trail organization to make the most of your journey.

The Great Florida Birding And Wildlife Trail Guide South Section is a birdwatching
paradise that offers a mesmerizing blend of natural beauty, diverse habitats, and
abundant wildlife. Whether you are a seasoned birder or an aspiring nature
enthusiast, this trail will leave you in awe of Florida's awe-inspiring biodiversity.
So pack your binoculars, camera, and curiosity, and get ready for an
unforgettable journey along the Great Florida Birding And Wildlife Trail.
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This Kindle guide covers sites within the South Section of the Great Florida
Birding and Wildlife Trail (GFBWT). The South Section of the GFWBT spans 11
counties, from Sarasota on the west coast and Jensen Beach on the east coast
to Key West. This guide will direct you to viewing locations where you can
encounter birds and wildlife native to south Florida and the Florida Keys.

This guide is optimized for Kindle Fire and can also be used on mobile devices
(Apple and Android) with the Kindle Reader App.
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