The Fascinating World of Historical Replica
Constructions in Wood and Metal

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to step back in time and
experience the grandeur of historical architecture? With the rise of historical
replica constructions, this dream is now possible. Over the years, craftsmen and
builders have been meticulously recreating iconic structures from the past,

bringing a touch of history to our modern world.

From medieval castles to ancient temples and Viking longships, historical replicas
have become a popular endeavor for enthusiasts and experts alike. These
stunning creations allow us to immerse ourselves in different eras and gain a
deeper understanding of the architectural wonders that have shaped our history.
Both wood and metal have been instrumental in replicating and restoring these

masterpieces.

Wooden Constructions: Capturing the Essence of the Past

Wood, with its natural beauty, warmth, and versatility, has played a crucial role in
the construction of historical replicas. Many ancient buildings were originally built

using wood due to its abundance and ease of shaping.
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One remarkable example is the replica of the ancient Greek Parthenon in
Nashville, Tennessee. Constructed entirely out of wood, this impressive structure
faithfully replicates the classic architecture of its ancient counterpart. The intricate
details, including the iconic Doric columns, showcase the mastery of the

craftsmen who brought this magnificent replica to life.

Wooden replicas also allow us to experience the architecture of the Middle Ages.
The reconstructed medieval market town of Turku in Finland is a prime example.
Its wooden houses, narrow alleys, and fortified walls transport visitors back in

time, creating an immersive experience of medieval life.

The flexibility of wood as a building material allows for the replication of intricate
designs, as seen in the replica skeletal structure of Leonardo da Vinci's
"Leonardo Bridge." Exhibited in Norway, this remarkable construction showcases

the genius of the Italian polymath and his vision for innovative engineering.

Metal Constructions: Honoring the Strength of the Past

Metal has also been a significant component in historical replica constructions. Its
strength, durability, and ability to support complex structures make it an ideal

material for replicating grand architectural wonders.

The Eiffel Tower in Paris, France, is perhaps one of the most famous metal
replicas. Its intricate lattice design and towering height pay homage to the original
landmark while offering visitors a chance to experience the awe-inspiring view

from various vantage points.
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Replicas of historical ships have also gained prominence through the use of
metal. Viking longship replicas, such as the Ormen Friske and the Roskilde 6,
enable us to visualize the seafaring prowess of the legendary Norse watrriors.
These metal constructs embody the strength and craftsmanship required to

conquer the vast oceans during ancient times.

Apart from these prominent examples, metal replicas have been used to recreate
various architectural marvels, such as Gothic cathedrals and Renaissance
sculptures. These meticulous recreations serve as a testament to human
ingenuity and allow us to appreciate the intricate designs and artistic mastery of

the past.

Preserving History and Enriching the Present

Historical replica constructions in wood and metal provide us with a unique
opportunity to bridge the gap between past and present. They allow us to explore
significant architectural achievements firsthand, offering insights into the

techniques, materials, and aesthetics of different eras.

These replicas not only preserve the heritage of the original structures but also
contribute to the education and enrichment of future generations. They remind us

of our collective history and the progress we have made through the ages.

Whether it's a wooden replica of a medieval castle or a metal reconstruction of an
iconic tower, historical replica constructions are a testament to human creativity,
innovation, and dedication. They invite us to step into the shoes of our ancestors

and experience the magnificence of historical architecture firsthand.

So, the next time you come across a historical replica, take a moment to

appreciate the artistry and craftsmanship that went into recreating these timeless



wonders. They are a tangible connection to our past and a celebration of the

human spirit that continues to strive for greatness.
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The Vikings originated in Scandinavia in countries now known as Norway,
Denmark and Sweden. The Viking period covered from about the sack of
Lindisfarne 793 CE to The Battle of Hastings 1066 CE. Viking were noted for
being farmers, raiders, traders, slavers, mercenaries and explorers, using their
advanced sailing, navigational skills and longships for exploring river systems and
across the seas as part of military, mercantile and territorial expansion and
settlement, and even for some serving in the Byzantine Emperor’s body guard

called the Varangian Guard.

The geographical extent of the Viking travels included to the East — The Baltic,
Kiev, Novgorod, Constantinople, along the river routes; and to the West —
England, Ireland, Scotland, and various islands, Iceland, Greenland and
Newfoundland (Canada).

Our knowledge of the Vikings is hampered because of the lack of recorded
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history, what we have got are rune stones, the writings of their enemies, the
writings of the decedents in the 12th to the 14th century in the Sagas, linguistic
and etymological studies, and the study of the artefacts from the Vikings
themselves. Archaeological finds are being revisited and there are still more

being made and all adding to our knowledge.

The Viking artifacts provide an excellent opportunity to learn how their furniture,
equipment and accoutrements were made, used, and function, as well as a
starting point for learning about other cultures and times in history.

This volume contains a collection of knowledge amassed over 30+ years of trial
and error in the pursuit of a better historical presentation. It sets out the why’s and
wherefores, and highlights the traps and pitfalls for the unwary, so that you the
reader can start or continue on the journey to a more accurate presentation for
the purpose of living history, re-enactment, a display in a museum or just an

interest of history.

This volume covers some of the basic information (from safety, to the form and

function of furniture, and chest fittings) and eight basic Viking projects:

The Coppergate wooden mallet;
= The Lund stool;

» The Oseberg chest (no. 178);

= The Oseberg bed (no. 2);

» The Sala Hytta table;

» The Trondheim toy horse;

» The Gokstad candle holders;

» The Birka bag hanger.



A definition of “Living History” is the pursuit by the current generation to
understand those of the past by attempting to portray and carry out activities of
the past without experiencing the adverse outcomes. Those activities may involve
the wearing of clothing (in some cases wearing armour as well) and the use of
tools, equipment and weapons, which helps the participants to understand the
past better, and will hopefully prevent them from repeating the mistakes of the

past.

Examples of historical sources range from:

Extant remains (e.g. Oseberg and Gokstad ship burials);

» Stray finds (e.g. Hedeby chest);

» llluminated manuscripts (e.g. Cantigas de Santa Mari'a);

=  Wills, household accounts and other documents of the period;
»  Written eye witness accounts or chronicles of the period;

» Tapestries (e.g. Bayeux Tapestry).

Some of the finds are not complete such as the chests from the Birka cemetery
(Grave number 639) [1], where only the metal fittings remain, from them you can
work out the size and shape of the chest based on their position in the
excavation. Often interpretation of the archaeology reports, drawings and photos
is required and this will be covered later.

This volume will include the choice of materials and how to store them.
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