
The Enchanting Beauty of Elmira, Ontario,
Hawkesville, and Wallenstein Captured in
Stunning Colour Photos
Elmira, Ontario, Hawkesville, and Wallenstein: these charming Canadian towns
may be small in size, but they are big on beauty and character. Nestled in the
heart of Ontario's picturesque countryside, these hidden gems offer a glimpse
into a bygone era with their quaint streets, historic buildings, and friendly
communities. In this article, we will take you on a visual journey through these
captivating towns, showcasing their scenic landscapes, architectural wonders,
and vibrant culture through a collection of breathtaking colour photos.

Elmira: A Gateway to Nature's Bliss

Poised on the banks of the sparkling Grand River, Elmira mesmerizes visitors
with its natural splendor and small-town charm. The town's crown jewel is the
Elmira Lions Lake, a peaceful oasis that reflects the surrounding beauty in its
calm waters. With its vibrant foliage, the lake becomes a canvas of a thousand
colors during the fall season, creating a perfect backdrop for unforgettable
photos. Every corner of Elmira is a testament to nature's artistry, from its tree-
lined streets to the lush parks that beckon visitors to explore.
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A stroll through Elmira's downtown streets is like stepping back in time. The
beautifully preserved Victorian and Edwardian-era buildings evoke a sense of
nostalgia, as if the secrets of the past are still whispering in the air. The crisp click
of horse-drawn buggies adds a touch of authenticity to this charming scene.
Elmira truly embodies the small-town spirit, where locals greet you with warm
smiles and friendly conversations are the norm.
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Hawkesville: A Tranquil Haven Amidst Nature's Abundance

Tucked away in the rolling hills of Waterloo Region lies Hawkesville, a hidden
gem that radiates tranquility and natural beauty. The town's idyllic countryside is a
dream come true for nature lovers, with vast stretches of fields and meadows
offering a soothing escape from the hustle and bustle of city life. The Grand River
slices through the landscape, offering breathtaking vistas and recreational
opportunities for kayakers and anglers alike.

One can't help but be captivated by Hawkesville's picturesque charm. The town's
historic covered bridge, affectionately known as "Kissing Bridge," is a beloved
local landmark and a photographer's paradise. As the soft rays of the setting sun
cast a warm glow on the bridge, it becomes a fairytale-like setting that seems
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straight out of a storybook. This iconic bridge is not only a visual masterpiece but
also a symbol of Hawkesville's resilience and devotion to preserving its heritage.

Wallenstein: Where Culture and Tradition Flourish

A short drive from both Elmira and Hawkesville will lead you to Wallenstein, a
small town where culture and tradition thrive. With its strong Amish and
Mennonite influences, Wallenstein offers a unique glimpse into a simple, yet
fulfilling way of life. The Amish horse-drawn buggies gracefully navigating the
roads become a common sight, reminding visitors of a time when life moved at a
slower pace.
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Wallenstein's charm extends beyond its traditional roots. The vibrant local
markets burst with beautiful displays of fresh produce, homemade goodies, and
handcrafted treasures. Visitors can soak in the rich heritage of the town while
savoring homemade jams and bread, or marveling at the intricate craftsmanship
of quilts and furniture.
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Experience the Magic of Elmira, Hawkesville, and Wallenstein

Elmira, Hawkesville, and Wallenstein are much more than just picturesque towns
—they are windows into a world where community, nature, and tradition come
together seamlessly. These timeless Canadian destinations offer a refreshing
escape from the noise and chaos of modern life while immersing visitors in a
world of natural beauty, history, and culture. Whether you're an avid
photographer, history enthusiast, or simply seeking a tranquil retreat, these
charming towns are sure to capture your heart and leave you longing for more.

So pack your camera, put on your walking shoes, and embark on a journey that
promises to be filled with stunning visuals, heartwarming encounters, and lifelong
memories.
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Elmira

Elmira is the largest community within the Township of Woolwich in the Regional
Municipality of Waterloo and is located 15 kilometres (9 miles) to the north of the
city of Waterloo.
The land comprising Woolwich Township originally belonged to the Huron and
then the Mohawk Indians. The first settlers arrived in Woolwich Township in the
late eighteenth century. In 1798, William Wallace, one of the first settlers in the
area, was deeded 86,078 acres of land on the Grand River for a cost of $16,364.
In 1806, Wallace sold the major portion of his tract to Mennonites. Benjamin Eby,
the secretary of the Germany Company came to the area with his friend Henry
Brubacher. The young men liked Wallace's Woolwich. Eby returned to
Pennsylvania where he formed a land company. The following year, he returned
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with a barrel of silver dollars, and the Musselmans, Martins, Hoffmans, and
Gingerichs to settle in the area. Wallace sold the Germany Company 45,185
acres of land at $1.00 an acre.
In 1834, Edward Bristow became one of Elmira's first settlers when he purchased
53 acres of land here for 50 cents per acre. A community by the name of
Bristow's Corners was in existence in 1839 when a post office was assigned
there. In 1853 the community was renamed Elmira. In the 1850s, German settlers
moved into the community, including Oswald, Esche, Steffen and Tresinger. Like
most of the township, the primary settlers in the Elmira area were Mennonites
who still form a significant proportion of the population today. The town still retains
much of its traditional Pennsylvania Dutch character.
Hawkesville

The Township of Wellesley is the rural, north-western township of the Regional
Municipality of Waterloo. The township comprises the communities of Bamberg,
Crosshill, Hawkesville, Heidelberg, Kingwood, Knight's Corners, Linwood,
Macton, St. Clements, Wallenstein and Wellesley.

Hawkesville never got the railroad. On a hill itself, ringed by the flat of the
Conestogo River, itself inside a ring of tall hills, it was deemed too difficult a task
to bring the trains through town. Hawkesville has maintained the charm of the
surrounding sugar maple woods and the quiet river banks.
Wellesley Township was surveyed in 1842, but settlers were in this area long
before. In 1837, John Philip Schweitzer from Germany squatted at what is now
Hawkesville, and had 40 acres of land cleared over the following nine years.
Then, John Hawke received government permission to buy the clearing for
$700.00 on the condition that he build a grist mill for flour and a sawmill within two
years.
When the Waterloo County boundaries were established in 1852 to include the



townships of Waterloo, Wellesley, Wilmot, Woolwich, and North Dumfries, John
Hawke was named the first reeve of Wellesley and the first township hall was
built in Hawkesville. When the decision was being made for the location of a
county seat, Hawkesville originally anticipated being chosen over Berlin and Galt.
However, John Hawke had the deciding vote, and he cast it in favour of Berlin.
With the railroad and the county seat, Berlin began to grow rapidly and kept on
growing; Hawkesville flourished until the end of the century before diminishing.
Before the dawning of the 20th century, the area was home to doctors,
blacksmiths, and merchants, as well as a tannery, hotels, and churches. Into the
early 1900s, the village carriage and wagon maker, George Diefenbacker
entertained his grandson, John Diefenbaker, each summer.
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