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Teaching young children with disabilities can be a challenging but immensely
rewarding task. Every child deserves to receive an education that is tailored to
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their needs and abilities. The second edition of "Teaching Young Children with
Disabilities in Natural Environments" is a comprehensive guide that provides
educators, parents, and caregivers with the tools, strategies, and resources they
need to effectively teach and support children with disabilities in inclusive, natural
environments.

A New Perspective on Inclusive Education

Inclusion is a cornerstone of education, and this book takes the concept of
inclusive education to a whole new level. It emphasizes the importance of
integrating children with disabilities into natural environments, such as homes,
schools, and community settings. By doing so, children can benefit from
interactions with their peers, develop important social and communication skills,
and achieve greater independence.
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Key Features of the Second Edition

The second edition of "Teaching Young Children with Disabilities in Natural
Environments" offers significant updates and additional content to improve the
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learning experience for both educators and children. Some of the key features
include:

Updated research-based strategies: Learn about the latest evidence-based
practices for teaching children with disabilities.

Real-life examples: Explore real-life scenarios and case studies that illustrate
how to implement effective teaching strategies in natural environments.

Collaboration and teaming: Discover the benefits of collaborative
partnerships between educators, parents, and professionals to create a
supportive and inclusive learning environment.

Practical tools and resources: Access a wide range of practical tools,
including checklists, assessment forms, and visual aids, to enhance the
teaching and learning experience.

Goal-setting and progress monitoring: Learn how to set individualized goals
for children with disabilities and effectively monitor their progress over time.

Supporting families: Explore strategies for involving and supporting families
in their child's education to ensure a holistic approach towards development.

The Impact of Natural Environments

Teaching young children with disabilities in natural environments fosters a sense
of belonging and inclusion. It allows children to learn from their immediate
surroundings and provides them with a seamless transition between different
learning settings. Natural environments offer numerous benefits, some of which
include:

Increased social interactions: Children have more opportunities to interact
with their peers, promoting the development of social skills, empathy, and



compassion.

Enhanced communication skills: Daily interactions in natural environments
encourage the use of language and communication skills in meaningful
ways.

Generalization of skills: Children can better transfer and apply their learning
from one setting to another, strengthening their overall development.

Promotion of independence: Natural environments empower children to
actively participate in their surroundings, fostering independence and self-
confidence.

Sense of community: Inclusive natural environments create a strong sense of
community, where acceptance and support are valued.

Implementing Inclusive Practices

The second edition of "Teaching Young Children with Disabilities in Natural
Environments" provides practical guidance to educators and parents on
implementing inclusive practices. Some valuable strategies include:

Environmental adaptations: Modifying the physical environment to facilitate
access and participation for children with disabilities.

Visual supports: Using visuals, such as visual schedules or picture cards, to
aid understanding and communication.

Positive behavior support: Implementing strategies to address challenging
behavior by focusing on prevention, teaching appropriate alternatives, and
reinforcing positive behavior.

Individualized instruction: Creating individualized lesson plans and activities
that address each child's unique strengths and areas of growth.



Assistive technology: Utilizing assistive technology devices to promote
independence and facilitate learning.

Collaborative problem-solving: Engaging in team meetings and discussions
to solve challenges and address the diverse needs of children with
disabilities.

The second edition of "Teaching Young Children with Disabilities in Natural
Environments" is a valuable resource for anyone involved in the education and
care of children with disabilities. It promotes the importance of inclusive
education, showcasing the benefits of teaching in natural environments. By
implementing the strategies and utilizing the resources provided in this guide,
educators, parents, and caregivers can create a supportive and inclusive learning
experience that empowers children with disabilities to reach their fullest potential.
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Now enhanced with new topics critical to effective practice, this second edition is
the essential methods textbook for preservice professionals preparing to teach
young children with disabilities in today's increasingly diverse and inclusive
programs. Focusing on children birth to 5, this core text gives future professionals
specific, evidence-based knowledge on what to teach and how to teach it, with
practical methods that fit into naturally occurring activities and routines. The
expert authors synthesize nearly a decade of new developments in this revised
and expanded second edition, making this the most comprehensive, up-to-date
methods textbook available for the new generation of early childhood special
educators and interventionists.

THE CORE TEXT EVERY FUTURE PROFESSIONAL NEEDS:

Prepares them for success in today's natural and inclusive environments

Takes a non-categorical approach, so professionals can skillfully address
challenges that cross a range of disabilities and ages

Clear, explicit guidance on the best methods and procedures to use when
teaching and conducting intervention

Every chapter updated, including vital new information on hot topics and
legislative changes

Strong focus throughout the book on cultural competence

STUDENT-FRIENDLY FEATURES: Focus points, concise chapter summaries,
challenging study questions, and realistic examples that illustrate the suggested
techniques and strategies.

WITH NEW AND EXPANDED INFORMATION ON: blended practices • assistive
technology • response to intervention • legislative changes, including the new



Part C regulations • curriculum-based measures • teaching children with autism •
resolving challenging behavior • successful professional and family partnerships •
alternative assessment • IFSP/IEP development • the naturalistic curriculum
model • linking early learning standards to instruction • progress monitoring •
milieu teaching • activity-based instruction • embedded instruction • adaptations in
natural settings • cultural and linguistic diversity • group instruction • social skills
and interventions • early childhood transitions • and more
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