
Strategic Stability in the Post Cold War World
and the Future of Nuclear

: The Post Cold War era has brought forth new challenges and opportunities in
the realm of global security. Amidst a rapidly changing world order, the concept of
strategic stability has become a crucial topic of discussion, with particular
emphasis on the future of nuclear weapons. In this article, we will explore the
implications of strategic stability, its evolution in the post-Cold War world, and the
potential scenarios that lie ahead with regards to nuclear weapons.

Understanding Strategic Stability

Strategic stability refers to a state of equilibrium in international relations, where
major powers possess the necessary capabilities to deter potential adversaries
from launching a first strike. This concept emerged during the Cold War as a
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means to avoid an all-out nuclear war between the United States and the Soviet
Union. The Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) and subsequent treaties aimed
to reduce the risks of accidental or intentional nuclear escalation.
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The Shift in Strategic Stability

With the end of the Cold War, the global power dynamics underwent a significant
transformation. The collapse of the Soviet Union led to the emergence of new
regional powers, such as China, and altered the balance of power. Non-state
actors also gained prominence, challenging traditional notions of strategic
stability. The proliferation of nuclear technology raised concerns regarding the
potential acquisition of nuclear weapons by rogue states or terrorist groups.

The Role of Nuclear Weapons

Nuclear weapons remain a key element in the strategic calculations of major
powers. While the number of active warheads has decreased since the Cold War,
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the possession of nuclear deterrence capabilities remains essential for
maintaining strategic stability. However, advancements in conventional weaponry,
cyber warfare, and precision strike capabilities have also impacted the
significance of nuclear weapons in the modern era.

The Future of Nuclear

Looking ahead, the future of nuclear weapons is marked by several critical
factors. Firstly, the advancement of technology raises concerns over the potential
development of hypersonic missiles and other next-generation delivery systems.
These weapons can undermine traditional defense systems and escalate
conflicts at unprecedented speeds. Secondly, the growing interest in
disarmament efforts calls for renewed diplomatic dialogues and adherence to
existing non-proliferation treaties.

Additionally, emerging threats such as cyber warfare and autonomous weapons
add new dimensions to the strategic stability debate. Governments and
policymakers must address these challenges to ensure the long-term
effectiveness of deterrence strategies. Moreover, the ethical and humanitarian
aspects of nuclear weapons cannot be overlooked, as the devastating
consequences of their use touch all of humanity.

Strategic stability in the post-Cold War world requires a comprehensive and
multidimensional approach. Nuclear weapons continue to play a role in
maintaining deterrence, but they must be carefully managed and regulated to
prevent unintended escalations. The international community must collaborate to
address emerging threats, encourage disarmament, and promote diplomatic
dialogues. By doing so, we can strive for a safer, more stable future where the
risks associated with nuclear weapons are effectively mitigated.
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This Report contains a Consensus Report and the papers submitted to the April 6
-10, 1995 NATO Advanced Research Workshop on Strategic Stability In The
Post-Cold War World And The Future Of Nuclear Disarmament, held in
Washington D. C. , United States Of America of at The Airlie Conference Center.
The workshop was sponsored by the NATO Division Scientific and Environmental
Affairs as part of its ongoing outreach programme to widen and deepen scientific
contacts between NATO member countries and the Cooperation Partner
countries of the former Warsaw Treaty Organization. The participants recognize
that the collapse of the former Soviet Union has left a conceptual vacuum in the
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definition of a new world order. Never before have the components of world order
all changed so rapidly, so deeply, or so globally. As Henry Kissinger points out,
the emergence of the new world order will have answered three fundamental
questions:" What are the basic units of the international order? What are their
means of interacting? and What are the goals on behalf of which they interact? "
The main question is whether the establishment and maintenance of an
international system will turn out to be a conscious design, or the outgrowth of a
test of strength. The concept of a planning framework that could shape or govern
these interactions is emerging and may now be at hand. Capturing this emerging
framework is the thrust of this NATO-sponsored Advanced Research Workshop.
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