
Spanish Expeditions Into Texas 1689-1768:
Unveiling the Untold Stories
From the moment Christopher Columbus set foot on the American continent, the
Spanish Empire had its eyes on the vast, unexplored lands to the west. One of
the regions that intrigued the Spanish explorers was Texas, a land filled with
mystery and potential riches. Led by courageous and intrepid adventurers,
Spanish expeditions were launched into Texas between 1689 and 1768,
uncovering new lands, encountering indigenous civilizations, and leaving a lasting
legacy in this remarkable part of North America.

The Spanish explorers of the 17th and 18th centuries were driven by a multitude
of factors, including the quest for wealth, spreading Christianity, and expanding
their empire. The expeditions into Texas were instrumental in expanding Spanish
influence, charting new territories, and establishing relationships with native
populations. These expeditions were not without their challenges, as the
explorers faced harsh landscapes, constant battles with rival European powers,
and contentious interactions with indigenous tribes.

Explorations of Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca

One of the most significant expeditions during this period was led by Álvar Núñez
Cabeza de Vaca. In 1528, Cabeza de Vaca and his crew were shipwrecked along
the Texas coast, marking the beginning of their epic journey across unknown
lands. For nearly eight years, Cabeza de Vaca and his companions traversed an
unforgiving landscape, living among various indigenous groups and experiencing
both hardship and wonder. The account of their adventures, "La Relación,"
revealed the potential richness of the region and ignited the Spanish imagination.
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The Spanish crown took immediate notice of Cabeza de Vaca's account, fueling
further expeditions into Texas. However, it wasn't until the late 17th century that
Spanish explorers set out with renewed determination to conquer the unknown
lands described in "La Relación."

The Role of Spanish Missionaries

As Spanish expeditions pushed deeper into Texas, a significant shift occurred as
the Crown's focus turned towards establishing missions. These missions aimed to
convert the indigenous populations to Christianity and solidify Spanish control
over the region. Missionaries such as Franciscans and Jesuits played a crucial
role in these endeavors, establishing missions and spreading their religious
teachings.

One of the most prominent missionaries of this era was Father Antonio Margil de
Jesús. He played a pivotal role in the establishment of missions such as San
Antonio de Padua, San José y San Miguel de Aguayo, and San Francisco de la
Espada. Through their efforts, the Spanish missionaries were able to create a
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network of missions that spanned Texas, promoting both religious and societal
transformation.

The Influence of Spanish Expeditions

Spanish expeditions into Texas left a lasting impact on the region's history and
culture. Beyond the establishment of missions, the Spanish explorers played a
significant role in mapping the geography of Texas, identifying valuable
resources, and documenting the diverse indigenous civilizations they
encountered.

These expeditions also introduced horses to the region, forever altering the
lifestyle and mobility of the native populations. The Spanish brought horses to
Texas, which quickly became an essential part of indigenous cultures,
transforming hunting techniques, trade, and warfare.

Furthermore, the Spanish expeditions paved the way for European colonization
and the eventual independence movements in the 19th century. The
documentation and exploration of Texas by the Spanish laid the foundation for
further European powers, such as France and the United States, to stake their
claims in the region.

The Spanish expeditions into Texas between 1689 and 1768 played a vital role in
shaping the history of the region. Led by brave explorers and dedicated
missionaries, these expeditions uncovered new lands, brought Christianity to
indigenous populations, and left an indelible mark on the cultural fabric of Texas.
From the wanderings of Cabeza de Vaca to the establishment of missions and
the of horses, the Spanish expeditions unveiled the untold stories of Texas,
forever shaping its future.
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Based on official Spanish expedition diaries, a fascinating account of the daily
routes taken and the Indigenous tribes, terrain, and wildlife encountered.
 
Mapping old trails has a romantic allure at least as great as the difficulty involved
in doing it. In this book, William Foster produces the first highly accurate maps of
the eleven Spanish expeditions from northeastern Mexico into what is now East
Texas during the years 1689 to 1768.
 
Foster draws upon the detailed diaries that each expedition kept of its route,
cross-checking the journals among themselves and against previously unused
eighteenth-century Spanish maps, modern detailed topographic maps, aerial
photographs, and on-site inspections. From these sources emerges a clear
picture of where the Spanish explorers actually passed through Texas.
 
This information, which corrects many previous misinterpretations, will be widely
valuable. Old names of rivers and landforms will be of interest to geographers.
Anthropologists and archaeologists will find new information on encounters with
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some 139 named Indigenous tribes. Botanists and zoologists will see changes in
the distribution of flora and fauna with increasing European habitation, and
climatologists will learn more about the “Little Ice Age” along the Rio Grande.
 
“Foster offers readers as accurate an estimate as could ever be hoped for for the
eleven routes as whole.” —The Journal of American History “Foster does an
excellent job sorting out his predecessors’ fallacious interpretations of the
significance and location of certain routes.” —Colonial Latin American Historical
Review
 
“To have a single authoritative source of these early expeditions [is] enormously
useful . . . Foster’s work [is] the most authoritative on the subject.” —David J.
Weber, Southern Methodist University
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