
Slightly Out Of Focus Robert Capa - The
Legendary Photographer
Robert Capa, born Endre Ernő Friedmann, was a legendary Hungarian war
photographer and photojournalist. He documented several significant events
throughout the 20th century, capturing the realities of war in a way that was both
captivating and thought-provoking. One of his most famous works, "Slightly Out
Of Focus," showcased his unique perspective on photography and further
solidified his reputation as a truly remarkable artist.

Early Life and Career

Capa was born on October 22, 1913, in Budapest, Hungary. Growing up in a
Jewish family, he developed an early passion for storytelling and began his
career as a journalist. However, his true calling was found behind the lens of a
camera, and he started to focus on photography as a means to express himself.

During the Spanish Civil War in the late 1930s, Capa's work gained recognition.
His images of the conflict displayed the intense emotions and chaos of war like
never before seen. He famously said, "If your pictures aren't good enough, you're
not close enough," and with that philosophy in mind, he immersed himself in the
front lines to capture impactful moments.
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The Magnum Photos Agency and "Slightly Out Of Focus"

In 1947, Capa co-founded the Magnum Photos agency alongside fellow
photographers Henri Cartier-Bresson, George Rodger, and David Seymour. This
cooperative agency allowed photographers to have greater control over their
work and their rights.

Perhaps one of Capa's most iconic works, "Slightly Out Of Focus," was published
in 1947. The book chronicled his experiences as a war photographer throughout
World War II. The title itself refers to an incident where many of the negatives
were accidentally damaged during the development process, resulting in blurry
and out-of-focus images. Rather than discarding them, Capa felt the
imperfections added a unique layer of realism and emotion to the photographs.

The book not only showcased Capa's photographs but also included his personal
thoughts and experiences, creating a narrative that captivated readers. "Slightly
Out Of Focus" became an instant sensation, firmly establishing him as a master
storyteller through his lens.

Legacy and Impact

Capa's legacy as a photographer continues to influence generations of artists.
His ability to capture the rawness of war and convey the human experience
through his photographs set a new standard for photojournalism.

Unfortunately, Capa's life was tragically cut short on May 25, 1954, while covering
the First Indochina War. Stepping on a landmine, he lost his life, leaving behind
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an incredible body of work that will forever inspire aspiring photographers and
photojournalists.

The phrase "slightly out of focus" has become synonymous with Capa's unique
photographic style. It represents his willingness to push artistic boundaries and
look beyond traditional perfection, thus capturing the essence of a moment in a
more profound way.

Robert Capa's impact on photography cannot be overstated. Through his
compelling images and fearless approach, Capa provided a glimpse into the
human condition during times of conflict and upheaval. "Slightly Out Of Focus"
captured the essence of his unconventional vision and continues to be celebrated
as a testament to his unrivaled talent and dedication as a legendary
photographer.
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In 1942, a dashing young man who liked nothing so much as a heated game of
poker, a good bottle of scotch, and the company of a pretty girl hopped a
merchant ship to England. He was Robert Capa, the brilliant and daring
photojournalist, and Collier’s magazine had put him on assignment to photograph
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the war raging in Europe. In these pages, Capa recounts his terrifying journey
through the darkest battles of World War II and shares his memories of the men
and women of the Allied forces who befriended, amused, and captivated him
along the way. His photographs are masterpieces — John G. Morris, Magnum
Photos’ first executive editor, called Capa “the century’s greatest battlefield
photographer” — and his writing is by turns riotously funny and deeply moving.

From Sicily to London, Normandy to Algiers, Capa experienced some of the most
trying conditions imaginable, yet his compassion and wit shine on every page of
this book. Charming and profound, Slightly Out of Focus is a marvelous memoir
told in words and pictures by an extraordinary man.—Print Ed.
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