
Schools And The Remaking Of Inequality In
Boston: Understanding the Impact
Education is often considered the great equalizer in society, providing individuals
with the necessary skills and knowledge to succeed in life. However, in many
cities across America, including Boston, the reality is that schools are actually
exacerbating existing inequalities and perpetuating social and economic
disparities.

Historical Context

To understand the current state of inequality in Boston's schools, it is important to
examine the historical context. Like many cities, Boston has a long history of
racial and socioeconomic segregation, which has had profound implications for
education. Neighborhoods with higher poverty rates and predominantly non-white
populations tend to have underfunded schools with fewer resources and lower
academic achievement, creating a vicious cycle of disadvantage.

Furthermore, the recent gentrification and socioeconomic shifts in Boston have
further deepened the disparities in educational opportunities. As wealthier families
move into certain neighborhoods, they often have more access to quality schools
and educational resources, while lower-income families are left with limited
options.
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Examining the Achievement Gap

One of the key indicators of inequality in education is the persistent achievement
gap between different demographic groups. In Boston, this gap is particularly
pronounced, with significant disparities in test scores, graduation rates, and
access to advanced courses. Black and Hispanic students, as well as those from
low-income backgrounds, consistently perform worse compared to their white and
more affluent peers.

There are various factors contributing to this achievement gap, including unequal
distribution of resources, disparities in teacher quality, and systemic biases within
the education system. For example, schools serving predominantly low-income
students often lack the necessary funding for advanced programs, extracurricular
activities, and support services, putting them at a significant disadvantage.

Impact on Social Mobility

The consequences of inequality in Boston's schools extend far beyond the
educational system itself. A quality education is closely linked to social mobility,
with access to better schools and opportunities increasing the chances of upward
socioeconomic mobility for individuals and their families. However, when
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educational opportunities are limited based on race and income, the potential for
social mobility is significantly compromised.

This perpetuation of inequality has long-lasting effects on individuals and
communities. It creates a cycle in which low-income students are more likely to
remain trapped in poverty and less likely to escape their circumstances through
education. This not only affects their own future prospects but also perpetuates
intergenerational poverty and reinforces existing inequalities within society.

Addressing the Issue

Recognizing and addressing the inequality in Boston's schools requires a multi-
faceted approach that tackles both the immediate and underlying causes.
Investment in underfunded schools, particularly those in low-income
neighborhoods, is crucial to providing equal access to resources and educational
opportunities.

In addition, recruiting and retaining high-quality teachers who are committed to
serving disadvantaged communities is key to narrowing the achievement gap.
Implementing comprehensive programs that provide additional support and
resources for struggling students can also make a significant difference in
leveling the playing field.

Furthermore, policymakers need to consider the broader social and economic
factors that contribute to inequality in education. Addressing issues such as
housing segregation, income inequality, and access to healthcare can create a
more equitable environment that supports all students in their educational
pursuits.

The Way Forward



The remaking of inequality in Boston's schools is a pressing issue that demands
attention and action from policymakers, educators, and communities alike. By
acknowledging the root causes of these disparities and implementing targeted
strategies to address them, we can begin to break the cycle of inequality and
provide every child with the opportunity to thrive.

With a collective effort towards creating a fair and inclusive educational system,
Boston has the potential to become a model city that truly values and strives for
equality in education. Through this transformative change, we can uplift
communities, empower individuals, and reshape the future of our society for the
better.
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Why—contrary to much expert and popular opinion—more education may not be
the answer to skyrocketing inequality.
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For generations, Americans have looked to education as the solution to economic
disadvantage. Yet, although more people are earning degrees, the gap between
rich and poor is widening. Cristina Groeger delves into the history of this seeming
contradiction, explaining how education came to be seen as a panacea even as it
paved the way for deepening inequality.

The Education Trap returns to the first decades of the twentieth century, when
Americans were grappling with the unprecedented inequities of the Gilded Age.
Groeger’s test case is the city of Boston, which spent heavily on public schools.
She examines how workplaces came to depend on an army of white-collar staff,
largely women and second-generation immigrants, trained in secondary schools.
But Groeger finds that the shift to more educated labor had negative
consequences—both intended and unintended—for many workers. Employers
supported training in schools in order to undermine the influence of craft unions,
and so shift workplace power toward management. And advanced educational
credentials became a means of controlling access to high-paying professional
and business jobs, concentrating power and wealth. Formal education thus
became a central force in maintaining inequality.

The idea that more education should be the primary means of reducing inequality
may be appealing to politicians and voters, but Groeger warns that it may be a
dangerous policy trap. If we want a more equitable society, we should not just
prescribe more time in the classroom, but fight for justice in the workplace.
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