Saving Our History One Photo At Time:
Cruising Ontario Volume 122

In our fast-paced digital age, it's easy to forget the importance of preserving our
history and the stories that shaped our communities. From ancient artifacts to old
family photos, these pieces of the past hold a priceless value for future
generations. In this article, we will delve into the importance of saving our history

and how Cruising Ontario Volume 122 is playing a significant role in this mission.

Preserving History Through Photography

Photography has always been considered a captivating art form, documenting
moments and capturing memories in a single click. However, in today's selfie-
obsessed culture, the true value of photography often gets overlooked. Photos
are not merely snapshots on social media; they are tangible pieces of history that

tell stories of the past.

Cruising Ontario Volume 122 is a project dedicated to preserving Ontario's rich
history through a collection of photographs. The project's team of dedicated
photographers and historians travel the length and breadth of Ontario, capturing
images that showcase the beauty, culture, and heritage of this Canadian
province. Their goal is to create a comprehensive visual archive that depicts

Ontario's history for generations to come.
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The Beauty of Ontario's History

Ontario, also known as the "Heartland Province," is home to a rich history dating
back thousands of years. From the Indigenous peoples who first settled the land
to the European settlers and immigrants who followed, the province's history is a
tapestry of diverse cultures and traditions. Cruising Ontario Volume 122 aims to
celebrate and preserve this multifaceted heritage through their stunning

photographs.

The project covers everything from historic buildings and landmarks to natural
wonders and breathtaking landscapes. Each photograph tells a story, transporting
viewers to a different era and allowing them to experience the past with a
renewed sense of appreciation. From the charming streets of Ottawa to the
majestic Niagara Falls, these images capture the essence of Ontario's history in

all its glory.

Preservation Challenges and Solutions

Preserving history is not without its challenges. Time takes its toll on physical
artifacts, causing them to deteriorate or vanish entirely. Similarly, photographs are

susceptible to damage from environmental factors such as light, humidity, and
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improper storage. However, Cruising Ontario Volume 122 has implemented
several strategies to mitigate these risks and ensure the longevity of the images

in their collection.

Firstly, the project team utilizes high-quality equipment and techniques to capture
the photographs. This ensures the images are clear, vibrant, and true to the

original subjects. Additionally, the team follows strict archival standards in storing
and preserving the photographs. They use acid-free materials, climate-controlled

environments, and protective enclosures to shield the images from decay.

Moreover, the project team understands the importance of digitizing the
photographs to safeguard them against potential loss or damage. By creating
digital copies and backups of the images, they ensure that even if the physical
copies face challenges, the essence of Ontario's history will remain intact. Digital
preservation also allows for easy accessibility and dissemination of the

photographs, ensuring that more people can appreciate Ontario's history.

Reviving the Past for the Future

The preservation efforts of Cruising Ontario Volume 122 go beyond mere
documentation; they aim to revive the past and make it relevant for future
generations. Through exhibitions, online galleries, and educational initiatives, the
project team brings the history depicted in their photographs to life. By connecting
the present with the past, they encourage a sense of collective identity and instill

a deeper appreciation for Ontario's cultural heritage.

Furthermore, by actively involving local communities in their preservation mission,
Cruising Ontario Volume 122 creates a sense of ownership and pride in Ontario's
history. They encourage community members to share their own photographs

and stories, further enriching the visual archive and fostering a sense of collective



memory. This collaborative approach ensures that the project represents a

comprehensive and diverse perspective of Ontario's past.

Saving our history one photo at a time is not just a slogan; it is a call to action.
Cruising Ontario Volume 122's dedication to preserving Ontario's history through
photography is both inspiring and impactful. By capturing the essence of
Ontario's past and reviving it for future generations, they ensure that the stories of
our ancestors and the significant moments of our collective history are not
forgotten. So let's join hands and support this noble mission because history

deserves to be remembered, celebrated, and cherished.
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In 1854 the Great Western Railway connected the Detroit frontier with the east,
crossing Essex County. The Canadian terminal was in Windsor, which

consequently forged ahead of the other towns of the county. Other railway lines
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were built that connected settlements in Kingsville, Harrow, Essex and
Leamington.By the late 19th century Essex County had seen fur trading and
logging, land clearing and farming, road building and railway development, saw
mills and gristmills, railway stations and water ports. By this time the forests were
disappearing, replaced by fertile farmland.Essex is a town in Essex County in
southwestern Ontario with its municipal borders extending to Lake Erie. The
Talbot Trail attributed to the growth of Essex in the last half of the 19th
century.Essex was one of the first counties to be settled in Upper Canada mostly
by French people in the mid-18th century. Around 1749, the first permanent
settlements began to appear on what is now the Canadian side of the Detroit
River which despite its name is a strait connecting Lake Huron and the smaller
Lake Saint Clair in the north and to Lake Erie in the south, as part of the Great
Lakes system. Essex County is largely composed of clay-based soils, with sandy
soils along the beaches and shores. For the most part, Essex County is flat
farmland, with some woodlots. When farmers first arrived, they encountered
difficulty in trying to clear the extremely thick forests that covered Essex County.
The farmers starved the trees from nourishment by cutting deep gashes in the
bark, and burned them to clear the way to get to the fertile soils underneath. The
fires were so intense that the reddish glow could be seen from Fort Chicago, 300
miles away, as millions of cords of wood burned.On August 10, 1907, at the
Essex Station there was a large explosion that sent shockwaves across the
county and into some parts of nearby Michigan. A train cart containing 5000
pounds of nitroglycerine ignited. The blast sent debris over 600 yards away, killed
two people and injured many more. The boom of the explosion caused plaster to
fall from the ceilings of buildings in Windsor and windows to rattle as far as
Detroit. The Essex Station was very heavily damaged. The Essex Station was

rebuilt to its previous form and remains a recognizable landmark in the town.
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