
Rethinking The Nonhuman: Exploring New
Dimensions in Asian Religion and Philosophy
When it comes to exploring the intricate relationship between humans and the
nonhuman world, Rethinking The Nonhuman: Routledge Studies In Asian
Religion And Philosophy 12 presents a thought-provoking collection of essays
that go beyond conventional boundaries. With its wide-ranging perspectives and
insightful analysis, this book invites readers to embark on a journey of
reimagining our connection to the nonhuman in Asian religious and philosophical
traditions.

Unlocking New Dimensions

The significance of the nonhuman world cannot be underestimated. From the
teachings of indigenous communities to the wisdom of ancient traditions, there is
a deep appreciation for the interconnectedness of all living beings. This book
delves into this profound wisdom and sheds light on various Asian religions and
philosophies, providing a fresh lens through which to view the nonhuman.

The authors in this collection challenge the boundaries of traditional scholarship
by examining not only human experiences but also the experiences of animals,
plants, and even inanimate objects. This expansion of focus allows for a more
holistic understanding of the nonhuman in Asian cultures, offering a rich tapestry
of perspectives to the readers.
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Exploring Asian Perspectives

Rethinking The Nonhuman takes readers on a captivating journey through
diverse Asian religious and philosophical traditions. From the teachings of
Buddhism to the various sects of Hinduism, from Taoist beliefs to the animistic
practices of indigenous communities, this book covers a broad spectrum of ideas.

The essays delve into the belief systems that recognize the inherent value and
agency within elements of the natural world, challenging anthropocentric views.
By examining texts, rituals, and practices, the authors present a nuanced
understanding of how Asian cultures have integrated the nonhuman into their
worldviews.

Intertwining Religion and Philosophy

One of the unique aspects of this collection is its exploration of the interplay
between religion and philosophy. While these fields are often studied separately,
Rethinking The Nonhuman brings them together to offer a more comprehensive
understanding of Asian perspectives on the nonhuman.
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Through the lenses of Buddhism, Confucianism, and other philosophical
traditions, the authors investigate how these belief systems shape attitudes
towards nonhuman entities. The book sheds light on the ethical considerations,
environmental consciousness, and spiritual connections that arise from these
religious and philosophical frameworks.

Rethinking Relationships and Responsibilities

The collection also prompts readers to reflect on their own relationship with the
nonhuman world. By presenting multiple perspectives, it challenges normative
ways of thinking and invites a reevaluation of our responsibilities towards the
environment and other living beings.

Readers are inspired to reconsider their place in the world and consider how their
actions may impact the delicate balance of nature. Through this introspection, the
book empowers individuals to cultivate a deeper sense of empathy, respect, and
interconnectedness with the nonhuman aspects of our world.

Rethinking The Nonhuman: Routledge Studies In Asian Religion And Philosophy
12 goes beyond the conventional boundaries of scholarship to offer readers an
immersive experience in exploring new dimensions of the nonhuman in Asian
cultures. With its wide-ranging perspectives, engaging analysis, and thought-
provoking insights, this collection challenges readers to reconsider their own
relationship with the nonhuman world and forge a path towards a more
harmonious coexistence.
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To date, philosophical discussions of animal ethics and Critical Animal Studies
have been dominated by Western perspectives and Western thinkers. This book
makes a novel contribution to animal ethics in showing the range and richness of
ideas offered to these fields by diverse Asian traditions.

Asian Perspectives on Animal Ethics is the first of its kind to include the
intersection of Asian and European traditions with respect to human and
nonhuman relations. Presenting a series of studies focusing on specific Asian
traditions, as well as studies that put those traditions in dialogue with Western
thinkers, this book looks at Asian philosophical doctrines concerning compassion
and nonviolence as these apply to nonhuman animals, as well as the moral rights
and status of nonhuman animals in Asian traditions. Using Asian perspectives to
explore ontological, ethical and political questions, contributors analyze
humanism and post-humanism in Asian and comparative traditions and offer
insight into the special ethical relations between humans and other particular
species of animals.
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This book will be of interest to students and scholars of Asian religion and
philosophy, as well as to those interested in animal ethics and Critical Animal
Studies.
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