
Raf Canberra Units Of The Cold War Combat
Aircraft 105: The Untold Stories
The Cold War was an era of intense political tension and military rivalry between
the United States and the Soviet Union that lasted from the late 1940s to the
early 1990s. During this period, numerous combat aircraft played a crucial role in
surveillance, reconnaissance, and bombing missions. Among them, the RAF
Canberra units stood out as some of the most iconic war machines of the time.
Let's delve into the untold stories of these magnificent aircraft that helped shape
the outcome of the Cold War.

The Birth of RAF Canberra Units

The English Electric Canberra, later known as the RAF Canberra, was originally
designed as a high-altitude bomber capable of delivering nuclear weapons.
Developed in the early 1950s, this twin-jet light bomber quickly gained recognition
for its sleek design, advanced navigational systems, and remarkable operational
range.

As the Cold War intensified, the Royal Air Force (RAF) began deploying Canberra
units to various strategic locations around the world. These units were
instrumental in conducting surveillance, espionage, and tactical bombing
missions against potential Soviet threats. The RAF Canberra units became the
backbone of the Western Allies' deterrence strategy.
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Unveiling the Combat Aircraft 105

The RAF Canberra units were armed with the Combat Aircraft 105 (CA-105),a
variant of the original Canberra that underwent extensive modifications to meet
the evolving demands of the Cold War. The CA-105 featured improved engines,
enhanced defensive systems, and advanced electronic warfare capabilities.

The CA-105 was equipped with state-of-the-art sensors, including powerful radar
systems and infrared detectors. These advancements allowed the Canberra units
to gather critical intelligence and perform precision bombing even in challenging
conditions. The aircraft could accurately strike targets from high altitudes, evading
enemy radar and surface-to-air missiles.

Risky Missions of the RAF Canberra Units

The RAF Canberra units were involved in numerous high-risk missions
throughout the Cold War. These missions ranged from covert reconnaissance
flights over Soviet territory to direct bombing campaigns during conflicts such as
the Suez Crisis.

One remarkable operation was the "Canberra Sabbatical" in 1957. This secret
mission involved RAF Canberra units flying on behalf of the United States Air
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Force (USAF) to gather intelligence on Soviet missile testing. Despite the
inherent risks, the Canberra units successfully completed their missions,
providing crucial information about emerging Soviet military capabilities.

The Yin-Yang of Reconnaissance and Bombing

While reconnaissance was the primary role of the RAF Canberra units during the
Cold War, they also demonstrated their bombing prowess when necessary. The
Canberras took part in successful tactical bombing campaigns during conflicts
such as the Falklands War and the Gulf War, integrating seamlessly with other
allied forces.

The versatility of the RAF Canberra units allowed them to adapt to changing
battlefield scenarios and fulfill multiple roles. From collecting photographic
evidence to directly engaging enemy targets, these aircraft proved their
operational capabilities time and time again.

Legacy and Decommissioning

The RAF Canberra units were eventually phased out in the late 1990s, marking
the end of an era. With advancements in technology and the emergence of more
advanced platforms, the venerable Canberras were retired from active duty.

However, the legacy of the RAF Canberra units lives on. These aircraft played a
crucial role in shaping the outcome of the Cold War and ensuring the security of
the Western Allies. The stories of the brave pilots and crew members who flew
these magnificent war machines will forever remain a part of aviation history.

Innovations That Inspired Aviation

The RAF Canberra units, particularly the CA-105 variant, introduced several
innovations that influenced the design and development of future combat aircraft.



From improved navigational systems to advanced electronic warfare capabilities,
the Canberras paved the way for modern aerial warfare strategies.

The Canberra's sleek design, with its distinctive high-wing configuration and
swept-back wings, influenced the development of subsequent aircraft,
showcasing the importance of aerodynamics in aerial combat. The aircraft's
ability to operate at high altitudes and evade enemy radar systems set the
foundation for stealth technologies used in modern-day aircraft, such as the F-
117 Nighthawk and the B-2 Spirit.

The RAF Canberra units played a pivotal role in the Cold War, executing daring
reconnaissance missions and engaging in strategic bombings against potential
threats. The untold stories of these gallant aircraft and the dedicated personnel
who flew them deserve recognition and admiration. The innovations introduced
by the RAF Canberra units will continue to shape the future of aviation. As we
reflect on this remarkable chapter of history, let us not forget the significant
contributions made by the RAF Canberra units to the downfall of the Iron Curtain
and the preservation of global peace.
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From its first public demonstration at the Farnborough Airshow of 1949, the
English Electric Canberra bomber captured the attention of the aviation world. It
could outmanoeuvre all the fighters of the time and it could climb way above their
operating ceilings. Yet this Cold War equivalent of the Mosquito was simple to
maintain and a delight to fly, although it could bite any pilot who did not treat it
with respect. The Canberra B 2 first flew on 21 April 1950 and entered frontline
service with No 101 Sqn in May 1951. In a testament to the aircraft's benign
handling characteristics, the transition programme consisted of only 20 hours in
the Gloster Meteor and three hours in the dual-control Canberra trainer. With a
maximum speed of 470 knots (871 km/h),a standard service ceiling of 48,000 ft
(14,600 m) and the ability to carry a 3.6-tonne (7,900-lb) payload, the Canberra
was an instant success.
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