
Racing At Altitude: The Story Of Continental
Divide Raceways

Revving engines, screeching tires, and fearless drivers pushing the limits of
speed - welcome to the world of racing at altitude! In this article, we delve into the
captivating story of Continental Divide Raceways, an iconic racetrack nestled
amidst breathtaking mountain peaks.

The Birth of Continental Divide Raceways
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The year was 1960 when the visionaries behind Continental Divide Raceways
decided to bring high-speed racing to a new dimension. Located in Castle Rock,
Colorado, this racetrack sits at an elevation of 6,100 feet, providing a unique
racing experience unlike any other in the world.
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From its humble beginnings as a modest 2.8-mile road course, Continental Divide
Raceways quickly gained popularity among both professional drivers and
motorsport enthusiasts. The challenging twists and turns of the track combined
with the thin air at high altitude created an exhilarating and demanding
environment for drivers.

The Dawn of Glory

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, Continental Divide Raceways witnessed some
of the most thrilling and nail-biting races. The track became a hub for various
motorsport events, ranging from Formula One exhibitions to endurance races.
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Legendary drivers such as Mario Andretti, Jackie Stewart, and Ayrton Senna
graced the asphalt, captivating audiences with their extraordinary skills and
courage. The high altitude added an element of unpredictability, challenging even
the most experienced drivers. It was a true test of man and machine against the
forces of nature.

A Tragic Twist

Just as Continental Divide Raceways was reaching the pinnacle of its fame,
tragedy struck. In 1988, a devastating fire engulfed the entire facility, reducing it
to ashes. The heart-wrenching loss left a void in the racing community, and it
seemed like the era of racing at altitude had come to an end.

However, the spirit of the racetrack refused to die. A group of passionate
individuals, determined to revive the glory of Continental Divide Raceways,
embarked on an ambitious journey to rebuild the track from scratch.

A Phoenix Rises

After years of dedicated planning and fundraising, the rebirth of Continental
Divide Raceways became a reality. In 1997, the track reopened with state-of-the-
art facilities, including improved safety measures and spectator amenities.

The racing community rejoiced as the legendary racetrack once again echoed
with the roaring sounds of engines and cheers from the crowd. The revival of
Continental Divide Raceways marked a new chapter in the history of racing at
altitude.

Modern-Day Thrills

Today, Continental Divide Raceways continues to be a driving force in the racing
world. The track hosts a wide range of motorsport events, attracting both



professionals and amateurs. From thrilling drag races to exhilarating drifting
competitions, the racetrack offers something for every speed enthusiast.

The scenic beauty surrounding the track provides a stunning backdrop for the
intense battles unfolding on the asphalt. Racers from all corners of the world
come to experience the adrenaline rush and the unique challenges posed by
racing at altitude.

A Legacy Forever Etched

Continental Divide Raceways stands as a testament to the indomitable spirit of
the racing community. Its extraordinary history, filled with triumphs and setbacks,
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has left an everlasting impact on the world of motorsports.

As we glance back at the legacy of Continental Divide Raceways, we are
reminded of the courage, passion, and unwavering determination that drives the
racing fraternity. It is a testament to the pursuit of dreams and the relentless
pursuit of pushing the boundaries of what is possible.

Racing at altitude brings a unique set of challenges and thrills that have
captivated racing enthusiasts for decades. Continental Divide Raceways, with its
rich history and remarkable revival, stands as a shining example of the passion
and resilience within the racing community.

So, the next time you witness the roaring sounds and the scorching tires at a
high-altitude racetrack, remember the story of Continental Divide Raceways. It is
a reminder of the indomitable spirit of those who dare to defy gravity and chase
their racing dreams at extraordinary heights.
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Relive the excitement of Continental Divide Raceways as it roars through the
1960s in Castle Rock, Colorado. CDR had it all: motorcycles, record setting
dragsters, the top race car drivers of the decade. Don Garlits, Mark Williams, Don
Prudhomme, and Tommy Ivo on the dragstrip, Carroll Shelby, Jim Hall, the Unser
brothers, and Mario Andretti on the road course.Fourteen years of the best
motorsports could offer until it suddenly crashed on a rain slicked track.
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