
Politics And The Welfare State In Iran:
Exploring the Relationship and Impact on
Iranian Citizens
Iran, a country located in the Middle East, is widely known for its rich history,
diverse culture, and complicated political system. Over the years, Iran has
experienced significant political and social changes, especially in relation to its
welfare state and its impact on its citizens. In this article, we delve into the
intersection of politics and the welfare state in Iran, highlighting the complexities
and implications for the Iranian people.

The Welfare State in Iran: A Historical Perspective

The concept of the welfare state in Iran dates back to the early 20th century when
the country underwent a series of social and economic reforms. During this time,
Iran witnessed the development of public education, healthcare, and social
security systems. The welfare state aimed to provide essential services and
support to Iranian citizens, especially the vulnerable and marginalized groups.

However, the evolution of the welfare state in Iran has been closely intertwined
with political ideology and power struggles. Various political regimes have shaped
and restructured the welfare systems to align with their own interests and
ideologies. From the monarchy era to the Islamic Republic, the welfare state's
functions and priorities have been subject to constant change and adaptation,
often reflecting the priorities of the ruling class.
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The Political Landscape and its Influence

The complex political landscape in Iran has greatly influenced the structure and
efficacy of the welfare state. The Islamic Republic, which came into power in
1979, introduced its own interpretation of Islam and implemented policies that
aligned with its religious and political ideology. This shift had significant
implications for social welfare programs and the overall welfare state.

Under the Islamic Republic, the government took on a more interventionist role in
social and economic affairs. Social welfare programs were expanded to alleviate
poverty, provide healthcare, and support education. These programs were
particularly aimed at lower-income groups, rural communities, and those affected
by the war with Iraq. However, the implementation and effectiveness of these
programs have varied over time, influenced by political developments and
economic constraints.

Citizen Perspectives: Benefits, Challenges, and Expectations

The relationship between politics and the welfare state plays a crucial role in
shaping the everyday lives of Iranian citizens. While social welfare programs offer
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essential support, there are also significant challenges and limitations facing
these programs.

On one hand, the welfare state has provided citizens with access to education,
healthcare, and economic assistance, helping improve the quality of life for many
Iranians. The government's investment in infrastructure development, poverty
reduction, and job creation have positively impacted society, especially in urban
areas. However, it is important to acknowledge the disparities that exist between
urban and rural regions, where access to social welfare programs is often limited
or inadequate.

On the other hand, political instability, corruption, and economic sanctions have
hindered the full potential of the welfare state in Iran. Many Iranians struggle to
access quality healthcare due to limited resources and a lack of funding.
Similarly, the education system faces challenges such as outdated curriculums,
limited resources, and inadequate facilities. These limitations have sparked
debates and discussions regarding the effectiveness and fairness of the welfare
state, calling for reforms and improvements.

The Future of Politics and the Welfare State in Iran

As Iran continues to navigate its political landscape, the future of the welfare state
remains uncertain. Ongoing debates and discussions surround the need for
reforms, improvements in the distribution of resources, and increased
transparency in the allocation of funds. Citizens are calling for greater
accountability from political leaders, aiming to bridge the gap between political
rhetoric and the lived experiences of the Iranian people.

The welfare state in Iran is not only a reflection of political ideologies but a means
to address social inequalities and promote the well-being of its citizens. As the



Iranian political system evolves, the relationship between politics and the welfare
state will continue to shape the destiny of the nation and its people.
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For decades, political observers and pundits have characterized the Islamic
Republic of Iran as an ideologically rigid state on the verge of collapse,
exclusively connected to a narrow social base. In A Social Revolution, Kevan
Harris convincingly demonstrates how they are wrong. Previous studies ignore
the forceful consequences of three decades of social change following the 1979
revolution. Today, more people in the country are connected to welfare and social
policy institutions than to any other form of state organization. In fact, much of
Iran’s current political turbulence is the result of the success of these social
welfare programs, which have created newly educated and mobilized social
classes advocating for change. Based on extensive fieldwork conducted in Iran,
Harris shows how the revolutionary regime endured through the expansion of
health, education, and aid programs that have both embedded the state in
everyday life and empowered its challengers. This focus on the social policies of
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the Islamic Republic of Iran opens a new line of inquiry into the study of welfare
states in countries where they are often overlooked or ignored.
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