
Pedal Mastery For Intermediate Organ: Unlock
Your Musical Potential
Are you an intermediate organist looking to take your pedal technique to the next
level? Whether you've been playing the organ for years or you're relatively new to
the instrument, mastering the pedals can open up a whole new world of musical
possibilities. In this article, we will explore various techniques and exercises that
will help you enhance your pedal mastery and unleash your true musical
potential.

Understanding the Pedalboard

Before diving into the exercises, it's important to have a good understanding of
the pedalboard itself. The pedalboard is the lower keyboard of the organ and is
played with the feet. It typically consists of 32 notes, arranged in a similar fashion
to the piano keyboard, with the lowest pitch notes on the left and the highest on
the right.

The pedals are operated using the heel and toe technique, where the heel plays
the low notes and the toe plays the high notes. This technique allows for smooth
and controlled playing, as well as efficient use of the pedalboard.
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Developing Proper Technique

Like any instrument, developing proper technique is crucial for mastery. Start by
sitting in a comfortable position at the organ bench, with your feet resting
comfortably on the pedals. Make sure your posture is relaxed and your body is
balanced.

When playing the pedals, focus on using your leg muscles instead of just relying
on the movement of your feet. Engaging your leg muscles will give you better
control over the pedals and allow for smoother transitions between notes.

Practice playing scales and arpeggios using your feet, starting with simple
patterns and gradually increasing the difficulty. This will help you develop
strength, accuracy, and coordination in your pedal technique.

Exercises for Pedal Mastery

Now that you understand the basics, let's explore some exercises that will take
your pedal mastery to the next level:

1. Heel-Toe Exercise

This exercise focuses on practicing the heel and toe technique. Start by playing a
simple note with your heel, then follow it with a note played with your toe. Repeat
this pattern, gradually increasing the speed and accuracy. This exercise will help
you develop control and coordination between your heel and toe.

2. Pedal Scale Exercise
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Play a chromatic scale using your feet, starting from the lowest C and ascending
to the highest C. Pay attention to the accuracy and evenness of your playing.
Once you are comfortable with this exercise, try playing the scale in different keys
to further strengthen your pedal technique.

3. Pedal Point Exercise

In this exercise, select a higher note on the manual and hold it while playing a
series of lower notes on the pedalboard. This exercise will help you develop the
ability to maintain a steady pedal point while playing other melodies on the
manuals.

Expanding Your Repertoire

As you continue to practice and improve your pedal technique, it's important to
apply your newfound skills to real music. Choose pieces that challenge you,
incorporating complex pedal passages and chord progressions. This will help you
further refine your technique and expand your repertoire.

Don't be afraid to seek guidance from a professional organ teacher or attend
organ workshops. They can provide valuable feedback and offer specific
exercises tailored to your needs.

Mastering the pedalboard is a crucial step in becoming a well-rounded organist.
With proper technique and dedicated practice, you can unlock a whole new level
of musicality and expression. So, don't wait any longer! Grab the opportunity and
start your journey towards pedal mastery today.
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Fans of Joyce Jones, other organists and students will thrill to know Alfred Music
has re-released this long popular collection of organ pedal exercises and tips by
the queen of pedaling. This book contains every conceivable type of pedaling
found from the most basic to actual musical examples from standard repertoire.
Helpful notes by Joyce Jones are included throughout, explaining patterns,
techniques, etc. to improve pedaling by all organists. A must!
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