
One American Ultimate DIY Adventure:
Restoring His Family English Castle

Have you ever dreamt of restoring a centuries-old castle and bringing it back to
its former glory? For one American, that dream became a reality as he embarked
on the ultimate DIY adventure by taking on the restoration of his family's English
castle.
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The Family Heritage

Situated in the picturesque English countryside, the castle has been in the family
for generations. Passed down from one descendant to another, it holds significant
historical and emotional value for the family. However, over the years, neglect
and time have taken their toll on the once majestic structure.
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The Decision to Restore

Realizing the urgent need to preserve this piece of family history, Johnathan, a
passionate history enthusiast, decided to take matters into his own hands. With a
background in architecture and a love for restoration projects, he saw this as the
ultimate opportunity to combine his skills and interests.

The Challenge Begins

Restoring a centuries-old castle is no small feat. Johnathan faced numerous
challenges along the way, from structural damage to sourcing authentic materials.
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Every corner of the castle required careful attention, and he had to assemble a
team of experts to assist in restoring the castle to its former glory.

Preserving the Authenticity

While modernizations and alterations have been made to the castle over the
years, Johnathan wanted to ensure that the restoration remained authentic to its
original form. Extensive research was conducted to uncover the castle's
architectural elements and historical significance, allowing him to recreate the
castle's original design and atmosphere.

A Journey Through Time

Throughout the restoration process, Johnathan discovered hidden treasures
within the castle's walls - historical artifacts, old paintings, and long-forgotten
documents. Each discovery provided a glimpse into the lives of his ancestors and
added another layer to the castle's rich history.

Overcoming Obstacles

As with any ambitious project, Johnathan faced his fair share of obstacles.
Limited budgets, unforeseen structural issues, and local regulations added
complexity to the restoration process. However, with sheer determination and the
support of his team, he persevered through every challenge.

A Sense of Fulfillment

After years of hard work, the restoration of the family castle is nearing completion.
The once dilapidated structure now stands tall, reflecting the grandeur of its
bygone era. Johnathan's dedication and passion for preserving his family's
heritage have truly paid off.

Inspiring Others



Johnathan's DIY adventure has captivated the hearts of many. His story and the
stunning transformation of the castle have inspired others to embark on their own
restoration projects. It serves as a reminder that with determination, dedication,
and a love for history, even the most ambitious dreams can become a reality.

A Legacy Preserved

By restoring his family's English castle, Johnathan has not only preserved a piece
of his family's history but also created a legacy for future generations. The castle
now stands as a testament to the perseverance and passion of one man, forever
telling the story of his family and their connection to the past.

Your DIY Dream Awaits

Are you inspired by Johnathan's incredible story? Do you dream of embarking on
your own DIY adventure? It's never too late to start. Whether it's restoring an old
house or reviving a forgotten landmark, the possibilities are endless. Take
inspiration from Johnathan's journey and make your own mark on history.

Click here to join the DIY revolution and make your dreams a reality!
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HGTV meets Downton Abbey! A ready-for-TV story—with charm and humor in
abundance—about a Los Angeles producer who moves to England to save his
ancestral castle from ruin.

“A true delight...In this marvelous debut, film producer DePree leaves the
Hollywood hills to resurrect his British ancestral home, a 50,000-square-foot
estate in the English countryside. Readers are in for a treat."--Publishers Weekly
(starred review)

Hollywood producer Hopwood DePree had been told as a boy that an ancestor—
who he was named for—had left his family’s English castle in the 1700s to come
to America. One night after some wine and a visit to Ancestry.com, Hopwood
discovered a photograph of a magnificent English estate with a familiar name:
Hopwood Hall, a 60-room, 600-year-old grand manor on 5,000 acres. And with
that, Hopwood DePree’s life took an almost fairytale turn.

Hopwood Hall, in northwest England, was indeed his family’s ancestral home. It
had been occupied continuously by the Hopwood family for five centuries until the
last remaining male heirs were killed in World War I. Since then, the Hall had
fallen gradually into disrepair and was close to collapse. When Hopwood visited,
he discovered trees growing in the chimneys, holes in the roof, and water sluicing
down walls. It would take many millions to save the Hall—millions that Hopwood
certainly didn’t have—but despite the fact that he lived in Los Angeles and had no
construction skills, Hopwood DePree came to a : He would save Hopwood Hall.

Downton Shabby—the name Hopwood coined for the glorious ruin—traces
Hopwood DePree’s adventures as he gives up his life in Hollywood and moves
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permanently to England to save Hopwood Hall from ruin. But the task is far too
big for one person, of course. Hopwood discovers that the Hall comes with an
unforgettable cast of new neighbors he can call on for help—from the electrician
whose mum had fond memories of working at the Hall to gruff caretaker Bob, and
the local aristocrats who (sort of) come to accept Hopwood as one of their own.
Together, as they navigate the trials and triumphs of trying to save an actual
castle, Hopwood finds himself ever further from the security of his old life, but
comes to realize that, actually, he’s never been closer to home. 
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