
New Zealand Photo Journal 22: Touring Fox
Glacier
Looking for a breathtaking adventure in New Zealand? Look no further than the
majestic Fox Glacier. As one of the most stunning locations in the country, Fox
Glacier offers an unforgettable experience for nature enthusiasts and avid
photographers. In this photo journal, let us take you on a virtual tour of Fox
Glacier, showcasing its captivating beauty and highlighting the must-visit
attractions in the surrounding area.

The Enchanting Fox Glacier

Situated in the Westland Tai Poutini National Park on the stunning West Coast of
New Zealand’s South Island, Fox Glacier is a breathtaking frozen river of ice.
Nestled amidst the snow-capped mountains and pristine rainforests, this
incredible natural wonder stretches over 13 kilometers (8 miles) and descends
nearly 2,600 meters (8,500 feet) from the Southern Alps to the coast.

As you explore Fox Glacier, you'll be amazed by the constantly-changing
landscape. The glacier moves at a rate of up to 4 meters (13 feet) per day,
creating awe-inspiring ice formations and providing an ever-evolving photo
opportunity. From massive ice caves to towering icefalls, the mesmerizing sights
found here are unlike any other.
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Adventure Awaits

If you're an adventure seeker, Fox Glacier offers a range of thrilling activities to
get your adrenaline pumping. Strap on your crampons and embark on a guided
ice hike, where you'll have the chance to explore the glacier's stunning ice
formations up close. As you navigate through narrow crevasses and sparkling ice
tunnels, you'll gain a newfound appreciation for the power and magnificence of
nature.

For the ultimate aerial experience, take a scenic helicopter ride over the glacier.
As you soar above the icy landscape, you'll be treated to panoramic views that
will leave you in awe. Capture stunning aerial photographs and create memories
that will last a lifetime.

Exploring the Surrounding Area

While Fox Glacier itself is undoubtedly the star of the show, the surrounding area
offers equally spectacular sights and activities. Take a short drive to Lake
Matheson, known for its mirror-like reflections of Mount Cook and Mount Tasman.
The tranquil atmosphere and serene beauty of this iconic lake make it a favorite
among photographers.
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Another must-visit attraction near Fox Glacier is Gillespies Beach. With its rugged
coastline, black sand, and intriguing rock formations, this secluded beach is a
hidden gem. Take a leisurely stroll along the shoreline, and if you're lucky, spot a
colony of New Zealand fur seals basking in the sun.

Capturing the Moments

As you embark on your journey to Fox Glacier, don't forget to bring along your
camera to capture the breathtaking sights. Whether you're an amateur
photographer or a seasoned professional, the glacier and its surroundings offer a
plethora of opportunities to showcase your skills.

When photographing the glacier, consider using a wide-angle lens to capture its
vastness. Experiment with different angles and perspectives to create unique
compositions that highlight the grandeur of the ice. During sunset or sunrise, the
warm hues of the sky contrast beautifully with the cool tones of the ice, creating a
magical atmosphere that is perfect for photography.

A visit to Fox Glacier is an adventure that will leave you in awe of nature's beauty.
From the ever-changing ice formations to the stunning surrounding landscapes,
this New Zealand gem is a photographer's paradise. So grab your camera, pack
your bags, and get ready to embark on a journey you'll never forget. The
enchanting Fox Glacier awaits.
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Come join me for this 50-image photo journal as I cycle and hike across New
Zealand. In this 22nd volume I will be cycling south with some new friends to Fox
Glacier. I white-knuckled a very steep descent from Arthur's Pass down to the
west coast highway, where we surprisingly served as first responders to an auto
accident, and joined up with two more cyclists to create a proper bike gang on the
way down to Fox Glacier. I hope you enjoy these images and travel thoughts as
much as I did photographing them and living the adventure.
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