My Father And The Memories We Shared

My childhood was filled with countless beautiful memories, most of which revolve
around my amazing father. He was not just a parent to me; he was my hero, my
confidant, and my best friend. With his unwavering love, guidance, and constant
support, my father played an integral role in shaping the person | am today. In this
article, | want to honor his influence by sharing some of the most cherished

moments we had together.

The Saturday Morning Adventures

Every Saturday morning, my father and | would embark on exciting adventures.
One week, we might visit the local park and have a basket full of sandwiches and

fruits, ready for a delightful picnic. Another time, we would ride bicycles together,
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exploring the scenic paths our neighborhood had to offer. No matter the activity, it

was always an opportunity for us to bond, share stories, and learn from one

another.
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One particular Saturday, my father surprised me with a trip to the beach. As we
built sandcastles and splashed in the sea, time seemed to stand still. It was
during these moments that | felt an indescribable sense of joy and gratitude for
having such an incredible father. His presence made even the simplest activities

feel extraordinary.

The Wisdom of A Thousand Stories

My father had a vast collection of books that he treasured dearly. He would often
spend evenings reading to me, captivating my imagination with stories of
adventure, fantasy, and life lessons. It was through these stories that he imparted

his wisdom, teaching me about courage, empathy, and the power of imagination.

‘i

One story that remains etched in my heart is "The Little Prince" by Antoine de

Saint-Exupéry. My father read it to me countless times, and each reading brought
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new insights and conversations between us. Through the enigmatic character of
the little prince, my father emphasized the importance of cherishing the small and

genuine things in life.

The Willingness to Listen

My father possessed a rare gift: the ability to truly listen. Whether it was a story
from my day at school or a rant about my frustrations, my father always lent me
his undivided attention. He validated my feelings, offered guidance, and allowed

me to grow in a safe and nurturing environment.
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| vividly remember a time when | had a falling out with my best friend. Upset and
confused, | poured my heart out to my father. Without interrupting, he listened

patiently, offering comfort and helping me navigate the complexities of friendship.
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His words of wisdom and understanding helped me heal and rebuild the

relationship stronger than ever.

Creating Our Own Traditions

As Father's Day approached each year, my father and | had a tradition that we
treasured dearly. We would wake up early and prepare a special breakfast
together, complete with pancakes, scrambled eggs, and freshly squeezed orange
juice. This simple act of cooking together strengthened our bond and became a

tradition that | still hold close to my heart.

Another cherished tradition was our annual camping trip. We would pack up our

camping gear, head out into the wilderness, and spend a few days reconnecting
with nature. Roasting marshmallows by the campfire, stargazing, and bonded

conversations became the highlights of these trips. Those moments gave us a
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chance to escape the hustle and bustle of everyday life and create memories that

would last a lifetime.

A Legacy of Love

Now, as | reminisce about the years spent with my father, | realize the immense
impact he had on my life. His love, support, and guidance shaped the person |
am today, and for that, | am eternally grateful. Even though he is no longer
physically with me, his legacy lives on in the memories we shared and the

lessons he taught me.

Through our adventures, stories, and traditions, my father taught me the
importance of love, compassion, and being present for those you care about. He

was not just a father; he was my guiding light and my biggest cheerleader.

So, on this Father's Day, | want to honor my amazing father and all the wonderful
memories we created together. | encourage you to cherish the time you have with

your loved ones, for those moments become the stories that shape your life.
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When Alice Ozma was in 4th grade, she and her father decided to see if he could
read aloud to her for 100 consecutive nights. On the hundreth night, they shared
pancakes to celebrate, but it soon became evident that neither wanted to let go of
their storytelling ritual. So they decided to continue what they called "The Streak."
Alice's father read aloud to her every night without fail until the day she left for

college.

Alice approaches her book as a series of vignettes about her relationship with her

father and the life lessons learned from the books he read to her.

Books included in the Streak were: Great Expectations by Charles Dickens, the
Oz books by L. Frank Baum, Harry Potter by J. K. Rowling, Alice's Adventures in

Wonderland by Lewis Carroll, and Shakespeare's plays.
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