
Indians Settlers And The Northern Borderland
Of The American Revolution
The American Revolution, a seminal event in the history of the United States, has
always captivated historians and scholars alike. Often, the focus revolves around
the political intrigues, the heroism of the Founding Fathers, and the epic battles
that shaped the birth of a nation. However, amidst this narrative, the role of the
settlers and indigenous peoples, particularly those on the northern borderland, is
often overlooked.

The Northern Borderland

When discussing the American Revolution, the focus usually falls on the iconic
locations such as Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. Yet, it is crucial to
recognize the significance of the northern borderland, where Indian settlers
played a pivotal role in shaping the outcome of the war.

The northern borderland, spanning from Maine to the Great Lakes, was a diverse
landscape shaped by the presence of various Indian tribes, including the
Mohawks, Oneidas, and Senecas. These tribes were an integral part of the
frontier communities, their presence essential for trade, survival, and ultimately,
their allegiance in the Revolution.
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The Complex Alliances

The American Revolution witnessed a complex web of alliances and loyalties,
and the northern borderland was no exception. Many Indian tribes found
themselves caught in the middle of a conflict between the British and American
colonists, each seeking to secure their support.

Some tribes, like the Oneidas and Tuscaroras, allied themselves with the
American colonists. They saw an opportunity to fight for their own interests,
hoping for better treatment and protection from encroaching settlers. These tribes
played crucial roles in defending the northern borderland against British forces
and their indigenous allies.

On the other hand, some tribes, such as the Mohawks and Senecas, sided with
the British. They believed that continuing British rule offered better protection
against the settlers' westward expansion, which threatened their way of life and
land rights. These tribes engaged in guerilla warfare and raids on American
settlements, disrupting the colonial efforts and adding to the complexity of the
Revolution.

Life on the Frontier

Life on the northern borderland during the American Revolution was anything but
easy. Settlers and Indian tribes faced constant threats from both sides of the
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conflict, with the border region becoming a battleground infused with violence and
uncertainty.

Settlers, often seeking refuge from the oppressive British rule or pursuing land
opportunities, arrived in the frontier with high hopes. However, they soon found
themselves navigating treacherous relationships with local Indian tribes, who had
complex feelings towards their new neighbors.

Conflicts frequently arose as settlers encroached on indigenous lands, leading to
retaliatory actions from the tribes. These dynamics added to the already
tumultuous atmosphere of the American Revolution, as settlers had to navigate
not only the battle against the British but also the clash between rival Indian
tribes.

Legacy and Recognition

Despite their crucial role in shaping the outcome of the American Revolution, the
indigenous peoples and settlers on the northern borderland often find themselves
overlooked in historical accounts. Their contributions to the war effort, their
sacrifices, and the impact of the conflict on their communities deserve recognition
and remembrance.

Fortunately, efforts are being made to shed light on this often-forgotten aspect of
history. Historians are studying and documenting the experiences of Indian
settlers and the clash of different cultures on the northern borderland, aiming to
give these individuals the recognition they deserve.

Ensuring that their stories are told not only adds a layer of complexity and nuance
to the broader narrative of the American Revolution but also serves as a reminder
that history is often much more diverse and interconnected than we realize.



The American Revolution was a time of immense turmoil and change, a period
that ultimately shaped the United States as we know it today. In the often
overshadowed northern borderland, Indian settlers played a critical role in the
outcome of the war. Their alliances, loyalties, and complex relationships with both
the British and American colonists were integral to the Revolution's unfolding.

As we study and reflect upon this period in history, it is essential to acknowledge
the crucial contributions of these indigenous peoples and settlers. By doing so,
we ensure that their stories are not erased or forgotten, and we gain a deeper
understanding of the diverse tapestry that unfolded during the American
Revolution.
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From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of William Cooper's Town comes a
dramatic and illuminating portrait of white and Native American relations in the
aftermath of the American Revolution.
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The Divided Ground tells the story of two friends, a Mohawk Indian and the son of
a colonial clergyman, whose relationship helped redefine North America. As one
served American expansion by promoting Indian dispossession and religious
conversion, and the other struggled to defend and strengthen Indian territories,
the two friends became bitter enemies. Their battle over control of the Indian
borderland, that divided ground between the British Empire and the nascent
United States, would come to define nationhood in North America. Taylor tells a
fascinating story of the far-reaching effects of the American Revolution and the
struggle of American Indians to preserve a land of their own.
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