
How to Help Someone Mourning the Loss of
Pet

When someone experiences the loss of a pet, it can be a deeply emotional and
challenging time. Pets hold a special place in our hearts, often becoming
cherished members of our family. Losing a beloved companion can be as difficult
as losing a human loved one.

As a friend or family member, it is important to offer support and comfort during
this grieving process. Understanding how to help someone mourning the loss of a
pet can make a significant difference in their healing journey. Here are some
ways you can be there for them:
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1. Acknowledge their grief

Grief over the loss of a pet is real and valid. It is essential to acknowledge and
validate the person's emotions. Let them know that it is okay to feel sad, angry, or
even guilty. Avoid trivializing their pain by saying things like "It was just a pet" or
"You can always get another one." These statements dismiss the significance of
their loss and can cause further distress.

2. Listen and provide a safe space

Allow the person to express their feelings openly without judgment. Create a safe
and non-judgmental space where they can share their memories, fears, and
emotions. Be an attentive listener and avoid trying to fix their grief. Sometimes, all
they need is someone who will listen and understand.

3. Offer practical support

Practical support can be a lifeline for someone who is grieving the loss of a pet.
Help with daily tasks such as cooking, cleaning, or running errands. Offer to
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assist in making arrangements for cremation or burial. Taking care of these
responsibilities can alleviate some of the additional stress and pressure they may
be experiencing.

4. Provide a memorial opportunity

Suggest creating a memorial or tribute to their pet. This could be a photo album,
a collage, or planting a tree in honor of their furry friend. Encourage them to share
stories and memories of their pet, as this can bring comfort and a sense of
connection.

5. Be patient

Grief takes time, and everyone processes it differently. Understand that the
person may have good and bad days. Be patient with their healing process and
avoid imposing timelines. Offer ongoing support and let them know that you are
there for them whenever they may need it.

6. Avoid comparing loss

Even if you have experienced pet loss in the past, refrain from comparing your
grief to theirs. Each person's experience is unique, and comparing their loss to
yours may only invalidate their feelings. Instead, focus on empathizing and
supporting them through their specific journey.

7. Suggest professional help if needed

Grief can sometimes become overwhelming, leading to prolonged periods of
sadness or depression. If you notice that the person is struggling to cope,
suggest seeking professional help. Grief counseling or therapy can provide them
with the tools and support needed to navigate their grief in a healthy way.



Mourning the loss of a pet is a profound experience that requires understanding
and support from friends and family. By acknowledging their grief, providing a
safe space, offering practical support, encouraging memorials, being patient,
avoiding comparisons, and suggesting professional help if needed, you can help
someone through their grieving process.
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The loss of a beloved pet can be THE deepest heartbreak of our lives. Currently
there are close to 400 million pets in America. Almost 70% of US households
have pets. Oftentimes we know someone whose heart is shattered: they miss
their fur baby beyond words. Their soul is devastated - we wish we could say or
do something to help them.

Given that there are already several excellent in-depth books on grief, I primarily
wrote this little handbook as a rapid-read guide for everyday-people who want to
know how they can support someone whose pet passed away. The bereft pet
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parents will also benefit hugely from reading this book - it’s just that often, they
are not in the space to read…

Oftentimes they need support, but they do not know this type of support is even
available to them. And when they have that awareness, they are usually so
distraught that it’s unlikely for them to reach out for a session with a complete
stranger, to talk about their sorrow. Or perhaps, the bereft pet parent is the kind of
person who always deals with things on her/his own, so you leave them alone as
a way to respect them and their regular way to process. But with this type of grief,
they are screaming a silent scream longing to be supported.

As their friends, family members, neighbors, colleagues, there are simple things
you can learn to say, do (and not say/do),that will support their experience.

Each chapter will also help you deepen your understanding of their world, which
is paramount to further deepen their healing. If you or a friend have experienced
the death of a beloved pet, if death is imminent, or if your pet has disappeared, I
can relate to the deep pain in your soul. It often hurts to even breathe, and you
are probably feeling for the first time the muscle of your heart tighten in your
chest. Your heart has been shattered like never before, and you are in the
deepest shock. If you’re having difficulty functioning, trouble sleeping or you are
drowning in guilt, that is understandable. This is hard - possibly the hardest grief
you’ll ever experience.

Grief is not a linear process, and there’s no timeline, which means you get to take
all the time you need. This little handbook can support you and your loved ones
through this most harrowing heartbreak by guiding you with healthy coping skills,
and with compassionate understanding along your new path.
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