
Flying Blind: India's Quest for Global
Leadership

India, a vibrant nation of over 1.3 billion people, is rapidly emerging as a major
player in the global economy, with aspirations of becoming a global leader.
However, like an aircraft flying blind, navigating through challenges and
uncertainties, India faces numerous hurdles on its journey to achieve this
ambitious goal.

The Indian Economy Takes Off

India's economy has been on a remarkable growth trajectory in recent years.
With a focus on innovation, technology, and entrepreneurship, the country has
seen a surge in start-up culture, leading to the development of innovative
solutions across various sectors. The government's "Make in India" initiative has
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also attracted foreign direct investment, bolstering manufacturing capabilities and
creating more job opportunities.
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However, to sustain this growth and become a global leader, India needs to
address several challenges. One of the most pressing issues is skill
development. Despite having a large young population, a significant portion lacks
the necessary skills required for tomorrow's jobs. Investing in education and
vocational training is crucial to bridge this gap and ensure a workforce ready to
take on global challenges.

Innovation and Technology: The Engine of Growth

In today's digital age, innovation and technology play a pivotal role in determining
a nation's competitiveness. India has made significant strides in the tech industry,
with its IT sector gaining global recognition. Several Indian companies have
become global leaders in software development, outsourcing, and e-commerce.

However, to achieve true global leadership, India needs to leverage emerging
technologies such as artificial intelligence, blockchain, and augmented reality.
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Investing in research and development, fostering a culture of innovation, and
providing a supportive ecosystem for startups will be crucial to propel India to the
forefront of technological advancements.

Infrastructure and Connectivity: Building Bridges to Success

The backbone of any economy is its infrastructure. India has initiated several
infrastructure projects, including highways, airports, and smart cities, to enhance
connectivity and facilitate economic growth. However, inadequate infrastructure in
rural areas and inconsistent electricity supply remain major challenges.

To lead globally, India needs to invest significantly in developing a comprehensive
infrastructure network, both in urban and rural areas. This includes improving
road and rail connectivity, expanding airports, and ensuring access to high-speed
internet across the nation. A well-connected India will attract investments, foster
innovation, and enhance trade relations with other countries.

Sustainability and Climate Action: A Path to Responsible
Leadership

As a responsible global leader, India must also place emphasis on sustainability
and climate action. With a growing population and increasing energy demands, it
is crucial for India to adopt renewable energy sources and reduce its carbon
footprint. The government's initiatives such as the International Solar Alliance and
e-mobility campaigns have demonstrated India's commitment towards a greener
future.

In addition, addressing environmental challenges such as air pollution and water
scarcity will be crucial for India's sustainable development. Investing in
sustainable transport systems, promoting clean technologies, and implementing



effective waste management practices are essential steps towards responsible
leadership.

The Road Ahead: Challenges and Opportunities

India's quest for global leadership is not without its challenges. Geopolitical
tensions, economic disparities, and social inequalities pose significant hurdles on
this transformative journey. However, within these challenges lie immense
opportunities for India to emerge as a global leader.

By empowering its youth, investing in education and skill development,
embracing innovation and technology, and addressing infrastructure gaps, India
can overcome these obstacles. The nation's rich cultural heritage, diversity, and
entrepreneurial spirit provide a solid foundation for India to lead in various fields,
including technology, healthcare, and renewable energy, among others.

Flying blind no more, India's quest for global leadership is gaining momentum.
With focused efforts and strategic planning, India has the potential to rise above
obstacles, harness its strengths, and become a shining example of economic
growth, innovation, and responsible leadership in the global arena.
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In recent years, India has repeatedly expressed its ambitions of becoming a
global power - or 'jagat guru'. Yet, many believe that India's economic troubles at
home are far more pressing and that foreign policy aspirations can wait. But is a
proactive foreign policy really a 'luxury' for India, to be postponed until the
economy develops; or is it, in fact, a prerequisite for economic growth in a
globalized world? Why should the average Indian citizen care about foreign policy
- and how can a proactive foreign policy help Indians become more prosperous?
Scanning our ever-changing world from East to West, and defining India's
national interests and needs, Mohamed Zeeshan passionately argues that India
needs a more coherent strategy for its relations with the outside world. Through
travels and debates across continents, Zeeshan lays out a vision for how India
can champion the cause of global good.
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