
Fateful Choices: Ten Decisions That Changed
The World 1940-1941

The years 1940 and 1941 were filled with fateful choices that forever altered the
course of World War II and shaped the world we live in today. In this historical
analysis, we examine ten pivotal decisions that had far-reaching consequences,
showing how individual choices can change the course of history.
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1. The Fall of France - June 1940

In June 1940, Adolf Hitler's forces launched a rapid and devastating invasion of
France. Facing overwhelming odds, the French government had to make a
critical decision - fight on or seek an armistice. Their choice to surrender
ultimately allowed Germany to impose harsh terms and solidify their grip on
Western Europe.
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2. The Battle of Britain - July to October 1940

As Hitler set his sights on conquering Britain, the British Royal Air Force (RAF)
stood as the last line of defense. Churchill's decision to resist German
bombardment and rally the nation's resolve proved instrumental in the RAF's
victory. This pivotal battle prevented a German invasion and marked a turning
point in the war.

3. Operation Barbarossa - June 1941
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Hitler's decision to invade the Soviet Union in June 1941 was a monumental
turning point in the war. Stalin's initial decision to trust Hitler allowed the German
forces to launch a surprise attack, but the Soviet Union's subsequent resilience
resulted in the beginning of Hitler's downfall.

4. Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor - December 1941

The surprise attack on Pearl Harbor by the Japanese forces in December 1941
catapulted the United States into full participation in the war. President
Roosevelt's decision to mobilize the nation led to the eventual defeat of the Axis
powers.

5. The Manhattan Project - December 1941

In response to the growing threat of Nazi Germany's nuclear program, President
Roosevelt approved the top-secret Manhattan Project. This fateful choice set in
motion the development of the atomic bomb, paving the way for the devastating
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and forever changing the nature of warfare.

6. Operation Torch - November 1942

The decision to launch Operation Torch, the Allied invasion of North Africa, was a
crucial step towards liberating Europe from Nazi control. This campaign allowed
the Allies to gain valuable experience and gather intelligence, setting the stage for
subsequent victories in Italy and France.

7. The Battle of Stalingrad - August 1942 to February 1943

Hitler's decision to capture Stalingrad turned into a grueling battle, resulting in a
catastrophic defeat for the German forces. The Soviet Union's resilience and
determination marked a major turning point in the war, demoralizing the Axis
powers and giving hope to the Allies.



8. The Tehran Conference - November 1943

The Tehran Conference marked a crucial meeting between the leaders of the
Allied powers: Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin. The decisions made during this
conference shaped the future of post-war Europe, solidifying the alliance between
the Soviet Union, the United States, and the United Kingdom.

9. D-Day Invasion - June 1944

The decision to launch the largest seaborne invasion in history, commonly known
as D-Day, marked a significant turning point in the war. The Allied forces'
successful landing in Normandy paved the way for the liberation of Western
Europe from Nazi occupation.

10. The Yalta Conference - February 1945

The Yalta Conference brought together the leaders of the Allied powers once
again, shaping the post-war world order. The decisions made during this
conference laid the foundation for the division of Europe and the beginning of the
Cold War between the Soviet Union and the Western powers.

, the fateful choices made between 1940 and 1941 had a profound impact on
World War II and shaped the world we live in today. From the fall of France to the
Yalta Conference, these ten decisions transformed the course of history and
highlight the critical role individual choices can play in shaping the world.
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The newest immensely original undertaking from the historian who gave us the
defining two-volume portrait of Hitler, Fateful Choices puts Ian Kershaw's
analytical and storytelling gifts on dazzling display. From May 1940 to December
1941, the leaders of the world's six major powers made a series of related
decisions that determined the final outcome of World War II and shaped the
course of human destiny. As the author examines the connected stories of these
profound choices, he restores a sense of drama and contingency to this pivotal
moment, producing one of the freshest, most important books on World War II in
years' one with powerful contemporary relevance.
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