
Converts And Kingdoms: How The Church
Converted The Pagan West And How We Can
Do
The spread of Christianity throughout the pagan world in the early centuries is a
remarkable journey of faith, determination, and transformative power. From the
conversion of individuals to entire kingdoms, the Church played a pivotal role in
shaping the Western world as we know it today.

The Early Days of Christianity

When the Christian faith emerged as a movement in the 1st century AD, it faced
immense challenges in a predominantly pagan world. The Roman Empire, along
with numerous other civilizations, practiced polytheism and worshipped a
multitude of gods. However, the message of love, salvation, and eternal life
preached by Christ and his disciples attracted many individuals who yearned for a
deeper connection with the divine.

As the disciples of Jesus spread his teachings, small communities of believers
started forming across the Roman Empire. These communities, despite facing
fierce persecution, gradually grew in size and influence.
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Conversion of Individuals

One significant aspect of the spread of Christianity was the conversion of
influential individuals. People from all walks of life, from peasants to rulers, were
drawn to the message of Jesus Christ. The stories of individuals like Constantine
the Great, Emperor of Rome, and Augustine of Hippo, a renowned philosopher,
theologian, and bishop, stand as testimonies to the transformative power of
Christianity.

These conversions often had a ripple effect, as individuals in positions of power
could influence entire communities and regions to adopt the new faith. The
stories of these converts served as beacons of hope and inspiration for others,
inspiring them to explore Christianity and paving the way for the growth of the
Church.

Conversion of Kingdoms

Just as individual conversions were powerful, the conversion of entire kingdoms
had a profound impact on the spread of Christianity. One of the most notable
examples is the conversion of the Roman Empire under Emperor Constantine the
Great in the 4th century.

Constantine's conversion not only led to the end of persecution of Christians but
also established Christianity as an official religion within the empire. This pivotal

FREE

https://read-and-download-books.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InFuSkxsanh4RFZ6elwveFwvXC9XVEJGRjdXWmxsS3BrT3FMSVJFaUFtRXRHaWNDSmhNTk94M3Uwcm14b1N6clR3SGgxZGlHelhcL1hDOVMxMjFoXC83T3FGcDNPXC9TZ3kwdUlaKzNNQVFXXC9yZXB0RlE4RjNqeGhOOFZNMzlvekVvRko3RndkdlwvS0luRDdyZ29cL3NBdGVcL3k5eFQxVzlIcHozbHNRWEJJaWN0VjByQ0xnTzVXWmRkZHdwM05jTFNlSFFQWnQrcThtRGk4MkUwMkRKYlpYNFlcL2hjajgrU3pod0lKMmhBektySEQ4Zkdmaz0iLCJpdiI6IjgxNTNlZGNkNTMwYzY2MzQ1MDY2NjM4MTY5ODE0MDY2IiwicyI6ImZkYmQ0NmVmMGUzZjJhZTQifQ%3D%3D


event marked a turning point in history and changed the course of Western
civilization forever.

Following the conversion of the Roman Empire, many other kingdoms and tribes
embraced Christianity. The Kingdom of the Franks, led by Clovis I, converting to
Christianity in the 6th century and the later conversion of the Kingdom of the
Anglo-Saxons are prime examples of how entire nations were influenced by the
teachings of Christ and chose to embrace the faith.

How Can We Continue the Legacy?

The lessons from the past can serve as a guiding light for us today. While the
methods for converting the pagan West may not be directly applicable in our
current context, the principles behind them can be adapted to spread the
Christian message in a meaningful way.

First and foremost, we should prioritize authenticity and love in our interactions
with others. The early Christians were known for their genuine love and care for
one another, which attracted outsiders to their communities. By embodying these
qualities, we can show others the transformative power of Christ's love in our own
lives.

Secondly, we must engage in meaningful dialogues and bridge gaps between
different cultures and belief systems. The early missionaries studied the cultures
and languages of the people they sought to evangelize, ensuring that the
message was communicated effectively and respectfully. Today, we can learn
from their example by seeking to understand others and presenting Christianity in
a way that resonates with their unique backgrounds.

Furthermore, we should strive to live out our faith in practical ways by addressing
the needs of the less fortunate and marginalized. The early Christian



communities were known for their care of widows, orphans, and the sick. By
actively demonstrating Christ's love through acts of service and social justice, we
can attract others to the gospel and foster a sense of inclusivity within our
communities.

The conversion of the pagan West by the early Church stands as a testament to
the power of faith, love, and perseverance. Through the conversion of individuals
and kingdoms, Christianity flourished and shaped the course of Western
civilization. Today, we can continue this legacy by embodying the principles of
authenticity, love, dialogue, and practical service. By doing so, we can play a role
in the spiritual transformation of our own societies and contribute to the growth of
God's kingdom on earth.
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With her latest release, Converts And Kingdoms, historian Diane Moczar has
written a marvelous book about great converts who changed not just the Church
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but also the destiny of human civilization. In her accessible and easy-to-read style
she makes history come alive.

Mere centuries after its beginning as an obscure Jewish sect, the Catholic Church
stormed the ancient Western world, and from its Roman remnants and barbarian
tribes a united Christendom was forged.

How do we explain this remarkable success? And what can we learn from it?

In Converts and Kingdoms, Professor Moczar tells the story of early Christianity’s
faith, courage, and cunning—chronicling the labors of missionaries and martyrs
(with no small help from Providence) to spread the gospel and lay the foundation
for the most magnificent culture human history has ever known.

With her stirring narrative style, Dr. Moczar reveals a young Church ardently
occupied with the great work of conversion: with saints and generals, priests and
kings alike filled with zeal to make disciples of all nations. From the Roman
temples at the heart of the old world to the Aztec altars on the border posts of the
new, you will encounter heroic tales of the nascent Faith, including:
•The emperor who put his trust in the one God rather than the myths and sorcery
of his predecessors—and changed the course of all the world to come.
•The would-be hermit who became an accidental missionary—and helped birth
the quintessential Catholic kingdom.
•Pious monarchs who repelled barbarian invaders—and then welcomed them into
the Christian family.
•The former slave boy who returned to the land of his pagan captors—and turned
it into an island of saints and scholars.
•The Marian miracle that scattered the demons of human sacrifice—and opened
the door to a new Christian continent.
Within these pages you will find not only the story of the Church’s early



missionary efforts but also an analysis of why they succeeded: providing you
valuable lessons for re-evangelizing a modern West that has slipped into a new
and insidious form of paganism.

Read Converts and Kingdoms today to be inspired by the convert-makers of the
past, and to learn from them how to win the world anew for Christ.
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