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In the world of artificial intelligence (Al),developers have long been fascinated
with the idea of creating machines that possess common sense. Al systems that
can understand and reason about the world as effortlessly as humans do would

revolutionize the way we interact with technology. With advancements in machine
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learning and natural language processing, researchers are now getting closer to
the goal of developing real Al with common sense. This article delves into the
concept of common sense, explores the famous Turing test, and discusses the

ongoing quest for real Al.
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Understanding Common Sense

Common sense is a highly elusive and complex trait that humans possess. It
refers to the ability to make reasonable inferences, understand cause and effect
relationships, and navigate the world based on shared knowledge and
experience. Humans effortlessly use common sense in daily life, but it has proven

to be a significant challenge for Al developers to replicate.

Common sense is deeply intertwined with our understanding of language and the
ability to interpret ambiguous instructions. For example, a human can easily
understand the phrase "grab a red fruit," and quickly identify an apple as the
intended target. However, for an Al system, it would require a deep understanding

of fruits, colors, and their associations to accurately interpret the instruction.
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The Turing Test

One of the most famous benchmarks for measuring a machine's Al capabilities is
the Turing test. Proposed by the pioneering computer scientist Alan Turing in
1950, the Turing test involves a human judge engaging in a conversation with a
machine and a human without knowing which one is which. If the judge cannot
consistently differentiate between the machine and the human, the machine is
said to have passed the Turing test and is considered to possess human-like

intelligence.

While the Turing test is a significant achievement in evaluating Al, it does not
directly address the issue of common sense. The test primarily focuses on a
machine's ability to mimic human conversation rather than having a

comprehensive understanding of the world.

The Quest for Real Al

The quest for real Al with common sense has challenged researchers for
decades. The traditional rule-based approaches to Al have proven insufficient in
capturing the nuances of common sense reasoning. However, recent
advancements in machine learning techniques and vast amounts of data have

brought renewed hope to this endeavor.

One approach to developing common sense Al involves training large-scale
language models using massive text corpora. These models can learn from the
vast amount of information available on the internet, allowing them to infer
relationships and make intelligent predictions. GPT-3, developed by OpenAl, is
one such language model that has shown promising results in understanding and

generating human-like text.



Another avenue of research focuses on incorporating visual perception into Al
systems. By allowing machines to analyze and understand visual data, they can
develop a more comprehensive understanding of the world. This approach aims
to bridge the gap between text-based knowledge and real-world perception,

enabling Al systems to reason with common sense.

Challenges and Ethical Considerations

While progress is being made in the quest for real Al with common sense, several
challenges and ethical considerations must be addressed. Language models like
GPT-3 have the potential to generate highly convincing, yet fake, information. The

fine line between creativity and misinformation is a topic of ongoing debate.

Furthermore, ensuring that Al systems are ethically developed and aligned with
human values is crucial. Common sense reasoning is deeply intertwined with
human morality and social norms. Al systems must be trained to respect and

adhere to these values to avoid potentially harmful or biased behavior.

The Impact of Real Al with Common Sense

Imagine an Al assistant that can understand and respond to your needs with the
same level of intuition as a human. Tasks such as planning a trip, making
recommendations, or answering complex questions would become much more
straightforward and accurate. Real Al with common sense would fundamentally

transform industries such as healthcare, finance, education, and more.

Additionally, machines equipped with common sense reasoning would be able to
collaborate more effectively with humans. They could assist in complex problem-
solving, offer creative insights, and make intelligent decisions based on a deep

understanding of the world.



As the pursuit of real Al with common sense continues, we are slowly inching
closer to creating machines that can reason and navigate the world like humans.
The Turing test, though not a direct measure of common sense, has set the stage
for evaluating Al capabilities. With advancements in machine learning and natural
language processing, researchers are unlocking new possibilities and
overcoming the challenges in replicating human-like common sense in Al
systems. It is an exciting time for the field of Al, as the quest for real Al with
common sense holds the potential to revolutionize our interaction with technology

and reshape society as we know it.
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What artificial intelligence can tell us about the mind and intelligent behavior.

What can artificial intelligence teach us about the mind? If Al's underlying concept
is that thinking is a computational process, then how can computation illuminate
thinking? It's a timely question. Al is all the rage, and the buzziest Al buzz
surrounds adaptive machine learning: computer systems that learn intelligent

behavior from massive amounts of data. This is what powers a driverless car, for
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example. In this book, Hector Levesque shifts the conversation to “good old
fashioned artificial intelligence,” which is based not on heaps of data but on
understanding commonsense intelligence. This kind of artificial intelligence is
equipped to handle situations that depart from previous patterns—as we do in
real life, when, for example, we encounter a washed-out bridge or when the

barista informs us there's no more soy milk.
y

Levesque considers the role of language in learning. He argues that a computer
program that passes the famous Turing Test could be a mindless zombie, and he
proposes another way to test for intelligence —the Winograd Schema Test,
developed by Levesque and his colleagues. “If our goal is to understand
intelligent behavior, we had better understand the difference between making it
and faking it,” he observes. He identifies a possible mechanism behind common
sense and the capacity to call on background knowledge: the ability to represent
objects of thought symbolically. As Al migrates more and more into everyday life,
we should worry if systems without common sense are making decisions where

common sense is needed.
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