
Blues Banjo Lessons: Licks, Riffs, Songs, and
More

Are you a banjo player looking to expand your musical horizons? Have you ever
considered exploring the world of blues on your instrument? The blues genre has
a rich history and a distinctive sound that can be beautifully expressed on a
banjo. In this article, we will delve into the world of blues banjo lessons, covering
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everything from licks and riffs to popular blues songs and more. So, grab your
banjo and let's dive in!

Understanding Blues Banjo

Before we jump into the specifics, let's first understand what blues banjo is all
about. The blues genre originated in African-American communities in the United
States in the late 19th century. It is characterized by its unique chord
progressions, soulful melodies, and emotive lyrics. While the banjo is not typically
associated with blues music, it has found its place in the genre, adding a distinct
flavor to its sound.
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Blues banjo involves adapting the techniques and concepts used in traditional
blues guitar playing to the banjo. This includes developing a solid understanding
of blues scales, learning to bend notes, and incorporating techniques like slides,
hammer-ons, and pull-offs into your playing. By mastering the fundamentals,
you'll be able to create those signature blues sounds on your banjo.

Mastering Blues Banjo Licks and Riffs
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One of the key aspects of blues banjo playing is mastering licks and riffs. Licks
are short musical phrases or patterns that add flavor and personality to your
playing. Riffs are longer melodic phrases that serve as the backbone of a blues
song. Learning a variety of licks and riffs will give you the tools to create your own
unique banjo solos and improvisations.

To get started, try learning some classic blues banjo licks and riffs. Practice
playing them in different keys and tempos to build your muscle memory and
improvisational skills. As you progress, experiment with modifying these licks and
riffs to add your own creative touch.

Popular Blues Songs on the Banjo

Now that you have a good foundation in blues banjo licks and riffs, it's time to
explore some popular blues songs that can be played on the banjo. While many
blues songs are traditionally played on the guitar, they can be beautifully adapted
to the banjo.

Some classic blues songs that sound great on the banjo include "Cross Road
Blues" by Robert Johnson, "Sweet Home Chicago" by Robert Johnson, "The
Thrill is Gone" by B.B. King, and "Stormy Monday" by T-Bone Walker. These
songs offer a great starting point for incorporating blues techniques into your
banjo playing.

Taking Your Blues Banjo Skills to the Next Level

If you're serious about becoming a proficient blues banjo player, consider taking
your skills to the next level with professional lessons. Online platforms and local
music schools offer specialized blues banjo courses that can provide you with
valuable insights, personalized feedback, and structured learning plans.



Additionally, immerse yourself in blues music by listening to blues banjo virtuosos
and studying their techniques. Some notable banjo players in the blues genre
include Leroy Troy, Tony Furtado, and Bela Fleck. Analyze their playing styles,
take note of their phrasing, and incorporate their ideas into your own playing.

With dedication and practice, blues banjo can become a rewarding musical
journey. Whether you're a banjo player looking to expand your repertoire or a
blues enthusiast interested in exploring new sounds, blues banjo lessons will
unlock a world of possibilities. Master blu notes, bend strings, and let your banjo
sing the soulful melodies of the blues. So, pick up your banjo and start your blues
banjo adventure today!
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(Banjo). Best-selling author Fred Sokolow teaches you how to play blues on the
banjo with this instructional book and audio pack! You'll learn: how to play the
blues in several banjo tunings; how to play in the styles of blues greats like
Mississippi John Hurt, Lightnin' Hopins, B.B. King, Skip James, and many more;
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licks, scales, chords, turnarounds and boogie backup; several approaches to
soloing; how to ad lib blues licks and solos in any key; how to play the blues up
and down the neck; and more. Includes these classic blues tunes: Ain't Nobody's
Business * Careless Love * Frankie and Johnny * John Henry * The Midnight
Special * Nobody Knows You When You're Down and Out * See See Rider * St.
James Infirmary Blues * St. Louis Blues * and more. Also includes chord grids,
standard notation and tablature, audio tracks for all the songs, licks and exercises
in the book, with banjo and vocals.
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