
Blockading The Border And Human Rights:
The Ethical Dilemma

There has been an ongoing debate surrounding the issue of blockading the
border and its implications on human rights. As governments around the world
strive to protect their borders and national security, questions regarding the
ethicality of these actions arise. In this article, we will explore the complexities of
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the border blockade issue, examining the various perspectives and shedding light
on its impact on human rights.

The Border Security Paradigm

Proponents of border security argue that implementing strict measures, including
physical barriers, surveillance technologies, and increased border patrols, is
crucial to maintaining the safety and sovereignty of a nation. They believe that by
preventing unauthorized entry, governments can effectively combat terrorism,
drug smuggling, human trafficking, and other criminal activities that pose
significant threats.
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However, the critics of this approach raise concerns about the erosion of human
rights, particularly for refugees and vulnerable populations seeking asylum. They
argue that blockading the border can result in the violation of basic human rights,
such as the right to seek asylum, freedom from torture or cruel treatment, and the
right to life. Furthermore, they claim that the enforcement of strict border control
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policies often leads to the separation of families and the detention of innocent
individuals.

The Impact on Refugees and Asylum Seekers

One of the most concerning aspects of border blockades is their impact on
refugees and asylum seekers. These individuals often flee their home countries
due to persecution, violence, or extreme poverty, seeking safety and a chance for
a better life elsewhere. Strict border control measures can make it extremely
difficult, if not impossible, for them to access these opportunities.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) emphasizes that
every person has the right to seek asylum and be protected from refoulement,
which refers to the return of individuals to places where their lives or freedoms
may be at risk. However, border blockades can effectively deny individuals this
fundamental right, leaving them stranded in dangerous or inhumane conditions
on the other side of the border.

The Ethical Dilemma

The blockade of borders raises an ethical dilemma, as governments have to
strike a balance between national security and upholding human rights.
Supporters argue that national security takes precedence in the interest of
protecting citizens from potential harm. However, opponents assert that human
rights should always be prioritized, emphasizing the importance of compassion
and providing assistance to those in need, regardless of their immigration status.

Some argue that alternative solutions should be explored, such as implementing
fair and efficient immigration processes, establishing humanitarian corridors, and
increasing international cooperation to address the root causes of migration.



These approaches could offer more respectful and comprehensive solutions to
border security challenges while still upholding human rights.

Blockading the border and protecting human rights are two complex issues that
inherently clash. While nations have a responsibility to secure their borders and
ensure the safety of their citizens, it is essential to evaluate the potential impact
these actions have on vulnerable individuals. Striving for a balance that upholds
human rights while addressing national security concerns is a challenging task
that requires multidisciplinary cooperation and a focus on global humanitarian
values.

Ultimately, the solution lies in finding alternatives that prioritize compassion and
respect for human rights without compromising on national security. By engaging
in constructive dialogue and exploring innovative approaches, society can work
towards a future where the dignity and protection of all individuals are upheld,
regardless of their origins or circumstances.
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To understand border enforcement and the shape it has taken, it is imperative to
examine a groundbreaking Border Patrol operation begun in 1993 in El Paso,
Texas, “Operation Blockade.” The El Paso Border Patrol designed and
implemented this radical new strategy, posting 400 agents directly on the banks
of the Rio Grande in highly visible positions to deter unauthorized border
crossings into the urban areas of El Paso from neighboring Ciudad Juárez—a
marked departure from the traditional strategy of apprehending unauthorized
crossers after entry. This approach, of “prevention through deterrence,” became
the foundation of the 1994 and 2004 National Border Patrol Strategies for the
Southern Border. Politically popular overall, it has rendered unauthorized border
crossing far less visible in many key urban areas. However, the real effectiveness
of the strategy is debatable, at best. Its implementation has also led to a sharp
rise in the number of deaths of unauthorized border crossers. Here, Dunn
examines the paradigm-changing Operation Blockade and related border
enforcement efforts in the El Paso region in great detail, as well as the local
social and political situation that spawned the approach and has shaped it since.
Dunn particularly spotlights the human rights abuses and enforcement excesses
inflicted on local Mexican Americans and Mexican immigrants as well as the
challenges to those abuses. Throughout the book, Dunn filters his research and
fieldwork through two competing lenses, human rights versus the rights of
national sovereignty and citizenship.
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