
Behind The Scenes Of The Air War In Vietnam:
Unveiling the Untold Stories

During the Vietnam War, the conflict escalated to unprecedented heights in terms
of aerial warfare. The air war played a pivotal role in shaping the outcome of the
war, and behind the scenes, brave pilots and crews engaged in intense battles,
experiencing unimaginable challenges and fighting against all odds.
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The Start of Aerial Dominance

The United States took to the skies in an effort to gain dominance above the lush
jungles and rugged mountains of Vietnam. Utilizing a variety of aircraft, including
fighter jets and bombers, American forces aimed to maintain control of the
airspace and disrupt enemy communication and supply lines.
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One of the most iconic planes of the era was the F-4 Phantom II. This supersonic
jet proved to be a formidable opponent, with its advanced capabilities and lethal
arsenal. Pilots had to undergo rigorous training to handle such advanced aircraft,
and the skies soon became a battleground where the fate of the war would be
determined.

Enemy Skies: Challenges Faced by American Pilots

The air war in Vietnam presented American pilots with a myriad of challenges.
The North Vietnamese forces were equipped with surface-to-air missiles (SAMs)
that posed a significant threat to the aircraft. These missiles were well-hidden,
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making them difficult to detect, and their accuracy often meant a high risk for
American pilots venturing into enemy airspace.

Additionally, the dense foliage and mountainous terrain of Vietnam made it
challenging for pilots to identify targets and successfully execute their missions.
Napalm, rockets, and heavy artillery were used extensively to clear landing zones
and combat the enemy, but these tactics came at a high cost in terms of civilian
casualties and devastation to the natural landscape.

The Unsung Heroes: Behind the Controls

Beyond the planes and the combat, there were countless individuals working
tirelessly to support the air war effort. The ground crews were responsible for
maintaining and repairing the aircraft, ensuring they were ready for action at a
moment's notice.

The ground crews faced their share of challenges as well. The humidity and
intense heat in Vietnam took a toll on both man and machine, making
maintenance a constant battle against the elements.
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Furthermore, the medics played a crucial role in saving lives. In the event of a
downed aircraft, medics would rush to the scene to provide immediate medical
aid. Their efforts often meant the difference between life and death for the brave
pilots.

The Psychological Toll

The air war in Vietnam took a significant psychological toll on the pilots and crews
involved. The constant exposure to danger, the devastating consequences of
their actions, and the loss of comrades weighed heavily on their minds.
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Many veterans of the air war experienced post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
upon their return home. The mental scars left by the war's horrors have had
lasting effects on countless individuals and their families.

The Legacy Lives On

Decades may have passed since the air war in Vietnam, but its legacy lives on.
The stories of the brave pilots who took to the skies, the heroes who supported
them on the ground, and the psychological impact they endured deserve to be
remembered and honored.

As we reflect on the tremendous sacrifices made during this conflict, let us never
forget those who risked everything behind the scenes of the air war in Vietnam.
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This story is a chronicle of the year 1968 as seen through the eyes of the author
while serving at Takhli Royal Thai Air Force Base in Thailand, supporting the air
war in Vietnam. It was an odd juxtaposition, repairing the fire-control systems on
F-105s that were making twice-daily bombing runs over North Vietnam while
living in relative comfort and safety.

For every combatant in a time of war, there are thousands of men and women
serving in support roles. These soldiers, marines, sailors, and airmen are doing
their jobs every day to support the overall effort. They are cooks and clerks,
logistics experts, truck drivers and administrators, mechanics and technicians,
doctors, nurses, dentists, and chaplains of every faith.
They may not be getting shot at or shelled, but they are vital to the mission in
every sense.

They serve on bases at home as well as overseas in nearly every corner of the
globe. They deploy and leave their families and loved ones. They miss birthdays,
graduations, anniversaries, school plays, football games, weddings, and funerals.
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They, too, serve their country honorably. This story is dedicated to support
personnel serving everywhere, past, and present.
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