Animal Pragmatism: Rethinking Human-
Nonhuman Relationships

The Emergence of Animal Pragmatism

When it comes to our interactions with nonhuman animals, the dominant
paradigm has been one of exploitation and disregard for their inherent value.
However, in recent years, a growing movement known as "animal pragmatism"
has sought to challenge this relationship and rethink how we view and interact

with the animal kingdom.

Animal pragmatism can be defined as a philosophical approach that incorporates
practical considerations, empathy, and respect for nonhuman animals into our
everyday lives. It emphasizes the need to recognize the complex capabilities and
emotions of animals, urging us to reassess the way we think about and treat

them.

The Cognitive Abilities of Animals

One of the core arguments of animal pragmatism is that animals possess
cognitive abilities that were previously underestimated or ignored. Scientific
research has consistently shown that various species demonstrate problem-

solving skills, communication abilities, and emotional intelligence.
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For instance, studies have revealed that dolphins form intricate social
relationships, exhibit self-awareness, and display signs of grieving when a pod
member dies. Similarly, primates like chimpanzees and bonobos are known to

use tools and engage in sophisticated problem-solving activities.

By acknowledging these cognitive capabilities, animal pragmatism challenges the
anthropocentric view that only humans possess complex reasoning and
emotions. This shift in perspective allows for a deeper appreciation and respect

for animals' inherent worth and agency.

Reevaluating Our Relationship with Animals

Animal pragmatism calls for a reevaluation of our relationship with animals,
advocating for a more compassionate and sustainable approach. This
philosophical approach highlights the negative consequences of our current

practices, such as factory farming, animal testing, and trophy hunting.

When we view animals through the lens of pragmatism, we recognize that our

actions towards them have an impact not only on their well-being but also on our
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own moral character. It prompts us to consider the ethical implications of our

choices and strive for more harmonious coexistence.

The Environmental Perspective

Animal pragmatism also acknowledges the environmental perspective. Animals
play vital roles in ecosystems, contributing to biodiversity, pollination, and nutrient
cycling. By recognizing the interconnectedness of all living beings, we can
develop a more sustainable framework that accounts for the well-being of both

humans and nonhuman animals.

Understanding our responsibility towards animals enables us to make informed
choices about our diets, advocating for plant-based alternatives that mitigate the
harmful effects of industrial farming. Additionally, animal pragmatism encourages
us to support conservation efforts, protect habitats, and minimize human

encroachment on wildlife.

Promoting Ethical Education and Empathy

In order to foster a society that embraces animal pragmatism, education and
empathy play crucial roles. By incorporating ethical education about animal rights,
environmental ethics, and the principles of pragmatism into school curricula, we
can raise future generations with a deeper understanding and appreciation for

nonhuman animals.

Furthermore, cultivating empathy towards animals can lead to positive behavioral
changes. When we empathize with their experiences and emotions, we are more
likely to make compassionate choices that respect and promote their well-being.

From adopting rescued animals to volunteering at animal shelters and supporting

organizations dedicated to animal rights, empathy can drive meaningful action.

A Path to a More Compassionate Future



Animal pragmatism challenges us to rethink and reshape our relationship with
nonhuman animals. By acknowledging their cognitive abilities, reassessing our
moral obligations towards them, and embracing a more compassionate and
empathetic worldview, we can pave the way for a future that respects and

recognizes the inherent value of all living beings.

Let us embark on a journey towards animal pragmatism, where we strive for a
harmonious coexistence that benefits both humans and nonhuman animals.

Together, we can build a brighter and more compassionate world.
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What does American pragmatism contribute to contemporary debates about
human-animal relationships? Does it acknowledge our connections to all living
things? Does it bring us closer to an ethical treatment of all animals? What about
hunting, vegetarianism, animal experimentation, and the welfare of farm animals?
While questions about human relations with animals have been with us for
millennia, there has been a marked rise in public awareness about animal
issues—even McDonald's advertises that they use humanely treated animals as
food sources. In Animal Pragmatism, 12 lively and provocative essays address

concerns at the intersection of pragmatist philosophy and animal welfare. Topics
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cover a broad range of issues, including moral consideration of animals, the
ethics of animal experimentation, institutional animal care, environmental
protection of animal habitat, farm animal welfare, animal communication, and
animal morals. Readers who interact with animals, whether as pets or on a plate,

will find a robust and fascinating exploration of human-nonhuman relationships.

Contributors are James M. Albrecht, Douglas R. Anderson, Steven Fesmire,
Glenn Kuehn, Todd Lekan, Andrew Light, John J. McDermott, Erin McKenna,
Phillip McReynolds, Ben Minteer, Matthew Pamental, Paul Thompson, and

Jennifer Welchman.
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