
An Overview Of Buses In London From 1930s
To 1960s
London has always been known for its iconic red buses, which have become an
integral part of the city's identity. From the 1930s to the 1960s, a significant
transformation occurred in the design and functionality of these vehicles. In this
article, we will dive into the rich history of London's buses during this era,
exploring the changes that shaped today's beloved transportation system.

The 1930s: The Dawn of Modernization

The 1930s witnessed a major shift in the design and technology of London's
buses. The London Passenger Transport Board (LPTB),created in 1933, aimed to
streamline and modernize the city's public transportation system. One of their first
initiatives was to introduce standardized buses across London, replacing the
diverse and outdated fleet.

The iconic red double-decker buses that we associate with London today
originated in the 1930s. These vehicles featured an open staircase leading to the
upper deck, providing passengers with an improved view of the city. The of the
RT-Type buses in 1939 further enhanced the comfort and reliability of London's
transportation system.
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The Impact of World War II

The outbreak of World War II in 1939 heavily impacted London's buses. Many
vehicles were requisitioned for war duties, resulting in a significant reduction in
available buses for public transport. The bombings during the war caused severe
damage to the city's infrastructure, including bus depots and routes, further
hampering the transport system.

Despite the challenges, London's buses played a crucial role during the war,
serving as mobile centers for emergency services and evacuation efforts. They
became a symbol of resilience and solidarity during the darkest times.

A Post-War Transformation

In the post-war period, London's buses underwent a remarkable transformation.
The London Transport Executive (LTE) replaced the LPTB in 1948, and a new
era of innovation began. One of the most significant advancements was the of the
iconic Routemaster bus in 1956. This revolutionary design featured a rear
platform, allowing passengers to hop on and off easily, even while the bus was in
motion.

The Routemaster quickly became a symbol of London's transport system, with its
distinctive appearance and versatile functionality. The Routemaster's popularity
lasted well into the 1960s, and even today, it holds a special place in the hearts of
Londoners as a nostalgic reminder of the city's past.
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The Dawn of Modernization

The 1960s marked the of the iconic London Transport Corporate Identity,
designed by Sir Abram Games. This new brand identity transformed the exterior
appearance of London's buses, bringing a unified and modern aesthetic to the
city's transportation system. The new livery featured a bold red color,
complemented by the London Transport logo widely recognized around the world.

Technological advancements also continued to shape London's bus system
during the 1960s. The of diesel engines and more efficient transmissions
improved fuel efficiency and reduced emissions, making the buses more
environmentally friendly.

The period from the 1930s to the 1960s was a transformative era for London's
buses. From the of standardized double-decker buses to the iconic Routemaster
design and the modernization efforts in the 1960s, these changes laid the
foundation for the efficient and recognizable bus system we see in London today.

London's buses have not only been a means of transportation but also a symbol
of the city's identity and resilience. As we ride these iconic vehicles in the present
day, it is worth appreciating the rich history and innovation that shaped them
during this fascinating period in London's history.
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The London Bus is a London transportation system used for multiple decades.
Considered to be an icon of London, the London Bus operates by day and night
on many different routes and lines. The main image of a London Bus is an
arched, double-decker, a red-painted bus which can carry a large number of
passengers.
In this London Buses book, you will discover both London Transport red and
green buses, Greenline coaches, London Country, and independent operators
during the deregulation era. Also, some photos of some buses after their days in
the Capital from the period of the 1930’s to the 1960s.
Purchase this book today and start learning about the buses of London!
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