
About Us Army Infantryman in Vietnam: The
Warriors of '98
When talking about the Vietnam War, images of jungle battles and fierce firefights
often come to mind. At the heart of these intense confrontations was the brave
and resilient US Army Infantryman, fighting for their lives and their country in one
of the most challenging conflicts in American history. This article delves into the
experiences and sacrifices of the US Army Infantryman in Vietnam between 1965
and 1973, paying tribute to their unwavering commitment and indomitable spirit.
Discover the untold stories of the Warriors of '98.

1. Battling the Jungle: Confronting Nature and the Enemy

The lush, unforgiving jungles of Vietnam became the battleground for the US
Army Infantryman. As a Warrior of '98, they had to navigate dense foliage,
treacherous terrain, and unbearable humidity. But their greatest challenge was
not just nature itself; it was the elusive enemy lurking within. From booby traps
and snipers to ambushes and guerilla tactics, the US Army Infantryman had to
adapt quickly to survive each encounter. Their training, courage, and innate
determination made them formidable warriors.

2. The Viet Cong: Mastering the Art of Guerilla Warfare

To truly understand the challenges faced by the US Army Infantryman in Vietnam,
one must delve into the unconventional tactics employed by the Viet Cong.
Masters of guerilla warfare, they harnessed the element of surprise, blending
seamlessly with the civilian population. The Warriors of '98 fought against hidden
foes, grappling with an enemy they rarely saw. Their ability to remain focused and
vigilant in the face of this unseen threat demonstrated their exceptional bravery.
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3. Arsenal of the US Army Infantryman: Tools of the Trade

The US Army Infantryman in Vietnam relied on a vast array of weapons and
equipment to defend themselves and achieve their mission objectives. From the
iconic M16 rifle to the M60 machine gun and grenades, each weapon was a
lifeline, providing the firepower needed in intense firefights. This section explores
the tools of the trade and the tactical strategies employed by the Warriors of '98,
highlighting their resourcefulness and adaptability in combat situations.

4. Bonds of Brotherhood: The Camaraderie among Warriors

A crucial aspect of the US Army Infantryman's experience in Vietnam was the
deep bonds formed with their fellow soldiers. Together, they faced unimaginable
horrors, relying on each other for support, encouragement, and survival. This
section explores the camaraderie that blossomed amidst the chaos of war. From
shared hardships to celebrating small victories, the Warriors of '98 created a
brotherhood that will forever be a testament to the strength of the human spirit.

5. Healing the Wounds: Coping with Physical and Psychological
Trauma
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The Vietnam War took an untold toll on the physical and mental well-being of
those who fought in it. The US Army Infantryman in Vietnam faced not only the
immediate danger of combat but also the long-lasting effects of war. From
physical injuries to Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD),this section delves
into the challenges the Warriors of '98 faced on the battlefield and in their
personal lives after their return home. It sheds light on their resilience and the
ongoing efforts to heal the wounds of war.

The US Army Infantryman in Vietnam, the Warriors of '98, exemplified bravery,
resilience, and sacrifice in the face of unimaginable challenges. This article has
explored their experiences, paying tribute to their unwavering commitment and
indomitable spirit. The stories of these warriors serve as a reminder of the
sacrifices made by the men and women who served their country during one of
the most demanding conflicts in American history. We honor their legacy and
remain forever grateful for their service.
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This book tells the compelling story of the average US infantryman in Vietnam.
Beginning with conscription, enlistment, Basic Training, and Advanced Individual
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Training at the Armed Forces Induction Center at Fort Polk (the infamous
“Tigerland”),it goes on to explore the day-to-day realities of service in Vietnam,
from routine tasks at the firebase to search-and-destroy missions, rocket attacks,
and firefights in the field. Weaponry, clothing, and equipment are all described
and shown in detailed color plates. A vivid picture of the unique culture and
experiences of these soldiers emerges – from their vernacular to the prospect of
returning to an indifferent, if not hostile, homeland.
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