
37 Summers My Years As Camp Director: A
Journey of Growth, Laughter, and Lifelong
Memories

Being a camp director for 37 summers has been an incredible journey filled with
laughter, growth, and the creation of lasting memories. From the first day I
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stepped into this role, I knew I had embarked on an adventure that would shape
both the lives of countless campers and my own heart. In this article, I'll take you
through the highs and lows, the challenges and victories, and the transformative
power of the camp experience.

Building a Second Home

As a camp director, my primary objective was to create an environment where
campers would feel at home away from home. From organizing exciting activities
to implementing inclusive policies, every decision aimed at fostering a tight-knit
community. The smiling faces of returning campers year after year served as a
testament to the bond we had built, where friendships flourished and memories
were forged for a lifetime.
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Cultivating Personal Growth

Working as a camp director allowed me to witness growth not only in the lives of
the campers but also in my own. The challenges I faced each summer pushed
me outside my comfort zone, making me a better leader, problem-solver, and
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mentor. From managing conflicts to encouraging independence, the camp
environment presented numerous opportunities for personal growth and
reflection.

Unveiling Nature's Wonders

One of the greatest advantages of being a camp director was the chance to
immerse campers in the beauty of nature. With each passing summer, we
explored forests, climbed mountains, and swam in crystal-clear lakes. Guided by
experienced instructors and naturalists, campers learned to appreciate the
environment and the importance of preserving it for future generations.

Moments of Inspiration and Transformation

The most rewarding aspect of my job was witnessing the moments of inspiration
and transformation in the lives of campers. I watched shy kids gain confidence,
introverts surprising themselves by taking the stage, and individuals overcoming
personal obstacles they never thought possible. The camp environment provided
the perfect space for self-discovery and setting the stage for a brighter future.

The Power of Campfire Tales

As the sun set over the campgrounds, the campfire became the heart of our
community. Sitting around the flames, campers and staff would share stories, sing
songs, and engage in heartfelt conversations. The campfire taught us about
friendship, resilience, and the power of vulnerability. Those nights would forever
be etched in our memories, forging bonds that lasted long after summer's end.

Leaving a Legacy

After 37 summers as a camp director, the time came for me to pass on the torch
to a new generation of leaders. As I reflect on the countless lives touched, the
lessons learned, and the memories cherished, I couldn't be prouder of the legacy



we built together. The camp will continue to shape futures, empower young
minds, and inspire generations to come.

37 summers as a camp director have undoubtedly been the most fulfilling journey
of my life. The laughter, growth, and lifelong memories created within the confines
of our haven will forever hold a special place in my heart. Being a part of the
camp community has taught me the power of resilience, the importance of
fostering connection, and the beauty of embracing the unknown. As I bid farewell
to my role, I do so with a profound gratitude for the opportunity to impact lives and
be forever changed by the camp experience.
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Through a series of short stories and character portraits, we learn of the joys,
trials and surprises that make up the life of the Director of a children’s summer
camp. Arthur asserts “there are very few people who have the opportunity to
create a world of their own, a world where the only two goals are the growth and
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the happiness of its inhabitants.” We learn that those goals are not always so
easily achieved. You will learn of charismatic and colorful counselors, of fantastic
sports and hikes, and of imaginative special activities. But you will also learn of a
lake that turned orange overnight, of late night trouble from prowlers, of
frightening athletic accidents, of counselors who mysteriously disappear, and of
cleaver wielding chefs. “I once joked to a friend that if I was President, the whole
country would have a general swim at 10:30 every warm morning. We would all
wake up early every day, get plenty of exercise, have a rest period after lunch,
and go to bed early so that we would be rested for the day to come. There would
be kindly advisers and coaches available whose job it was not only to teach skills
to people, but also to make them feel good about themselves. My country would
be a without cell phones, electronic games and large TV screens.” “Camp was
my country, and though we never quite lived up to the paradise I envisioned, we
frequently came close. I can’t think of anything I would rather have done during
those wonderful productive years.”
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