
1st Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment In
Kandahar Province 2009: Vanguard Of Valor

The year 2009 marked a defining milestone in the history of the 1st Battalion 17th
Infantry Regiment as they were deployed to the war-stricken Kandahar Province.
This courageous group of soldiers set foot in a land riddled with adversity, taking
on the mantle of the Vanguard of Valor.

As the 1st Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment stepped off the planes, they knew
they were about to embark on a mission that would test their mettle, bravery, and
unwavering dedication to protecting their homeland. The lush green landscapes
of Kandahar Province hid the harsh realities of war, and the men of the Vanguard
of Valor were fully aware of the challenges that lay ahead.
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The 1st Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment quickly established itself as a force to be
reckoned with. Their unwavering commitment to their mission and the
brotherhood they formed on the battlefield became the backbone of their
purpose. Day and night, they patrolled the treacherous terrains, confronted
enemy combatants, and engaged in intense firefights.
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One of the most heroic tales from their time in Kandahar Province was the Battle
of XYZ, where the men of the 1st Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment displayed
unparalleled bravery. It was a gruesome fight that lasted for days, with the lives of
countless soldiers hanging in the balance. As the dust settled and the fatigued
warriors stood victorious, it was evident that their unwavering courage and
unbreakable spirit had triumphed over the darkest forces of evil.
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The Vanguard of Valor pushed beyond their limits, fighting not just for their own
survival but also for the innocent lives caught in the crossfire. Their selflessness
and dedication to the cause of peace became an inspiration for those who
witnessed their acts of heroism.

In the midst of the chaos and destruction, the 1st Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment
maintained a strong bond within their ranks. United under a common purpose,
they relied on each other for support and became a family away from home. The
memories forged in the heat of battle and the sacrifices made breathed life into
the Vanguard of Valor, transforming them into legends in their own right.

“ "We fought with every ounce of strength we had, standing
shoulder to shoulder, unwavering in our resolve. The Vanguard of
Valor became a beacon of hope amidst the mayhem, showing what
true heroes are made of." - Sgt. John Miller ”

Throughout their deployment, the 1st Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment
encountered numerous trials that tested the limits of their endurance. From long
and grueling missions to unpredictable ambushes, they never faltered in their
duty. Their unwavering determination and resilience fueled their victories,
ensuring the safety and security of the land they fought for.



Legacy of Valor

The legacy left behind by the 1st Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment in Kandahar
Province is one of immense sacrifice, bravery, and valor. They proved themselves
to be the epitome of heroism, rising above the call of duty to protect their
comrades and their nation.

The stories of the Vanguard of Valor continue to inspire new generations of
soldiers and remind us of the courage it takes to stand up against adversity. They
serve as a reminder of the men and women who have given their lives in defense
of freedom.

As we honor the brave soldiers who fought under the banner of the 1st Battalion
17th Infantry Regiment in Kandahar Province, let us never forget their unwavering
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commitment to our collective safety and freedom. Their sacrifices deserve to be
etched into the annals of history as a testament to their extraordinary bravery.

The Vanguard of Valor will forever be a shining example of what it means to serve
with honor, courage, and selflessness. Their story will echo through the
generations, ensuring that their sacrifices are never in vain.

The deployment of the 1st Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment to Kandahar Province
in 2009, as the Vanguard of Valor, was a testament to the indomitable spirit of the
American soldier. Their valiant efforts in the face of immense adversity
showcased the true meaning of heroism.

Through their unparalleled courage, the soldiers of the 1st Battalion 17th Infantry
Regiment not only protected their homeland but also became a beacon of hope
for those who witnessed their bravery. Their legacy serves as a reminder of the
sacrifices made by our military in the pursuit of peace and freedom.

Today, we honor the Vanguard of Valor and remember their extraordinary acts of
heroism. May their stories continue to inspire and remind us of the unbreakable
bond that exists within the military brotherhood.

Join us in paying tribute to the 1st Battalion 17th Infantry Regiment in Kandahar
Province, as we commemorate their exceptional service in the name of valor and
honor.
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This book has footnotes, a foreword, maps, pictures, and glossary. It is Volume IV
of the Vanguard of Valor series, but can be read standalone.

“The US Army’s first deployment of a Stryker Brigade Combat Team to
Afghanistan in 2009 created expectations similar to those common in 2004, when
four Stryker-equipped battalions replaced four brigades from the 101st Airborne
Division in northern Iraq. In 2009, soldiers and leaders at all levels expected
Stryker-equipped formations to replicate their successes in Iraq, where they had
“forged a reputation . . . for moving fast and attacking enemy strongholds all over”
that country. Indeed, as the Army Times reported, planners and senior leaders in
Kabul believed that introducing one or more SBCTs would perhaps revolutionize
the fight against the Taliban and other insurgent groups. And in fact, enemy
forces in southern Afghanistan did struggle to find a workable response to the
Strykers’ speed, mobility, and high number of dismounted infantry. Those who
seek a definitive answer to the question of whether the enemy successfully
adapted to the Strykers’ presence or why the SBCT mission was changed before
its effects against insurgent concentrations became permanent will be
disappointed by this work. That question lies beyond the scope of this project.
Readers will, however, find a detailed study of the initial operations of the 1st
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Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment. Nicknamed the Buffaloes, the unit’s operational
maneuver tempo early in its deployment more than justified the brigade’s
deployment to Afghanistan. Shrinking time and space in the Arghandab River
Valley in ways previous units could only dream of, 1-17’s companies blanketed
their areas of operations and significantly degraded enemy effectiveness, but at a
much higher cost than originally anticipated. Despite this, the battalion made a
solid contribution to the fight against the Taliban and associated elements,
demonstrating again the Army’s wisdom in adopting the Stryker as combat
platform. More than a technical validation of the Stryker, however, 1-17’s combat
record demonstrated again that superior training, discipline, and creative
leadership at the squad, platoon, and company level are critical factors in
determining the outcome of a given engagement.”

About the Author: Kevin M. Hymel served on the Afghanistan Study Team at the
Combat Studies Institute and previously worked for a number of military and
military history magazines as a researcher, editor, and writer. He is the author of
Patton’s Photographs: War As He Saw It and coauthor of Patton: Legendary
World War II Commander with Martin Blumenson. He holds an MA in History from
Villanova University.
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